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Next Leader 
“ Gives Hints 
%f On Plans for 
jj Hong Kong 

< Wt Individuals to Yield 
|l To Community Rights 
dnd ‘Chinese tidues’ . 


ft* By Edward A. Gargao 

^ New York Tana Service 

-v.- HONG KONG — The shipping ty- 
coon chosen by Beijing to administer 
. :!'j Hong Kong after China resumes sov- 
_ . ereignty next year declared Tuesday 
that he would preserve the territory's 
■f*™' independence, its British-inspired legal - 
system and resist mainland efforts to 
' y-. obtain special economic deals here. 

’y But in the same major address, his 
; - s' first since being named chief executive, 
Tung Chee-hwa said that individual 
rights must be subjugated to obligations 
. to the community, that Hong Kong’s 
elected legislature must be disbanded 
- ’ and a pastiche of what he called 
"Chinese values” must be embraced. 

Mr. Tung’s speech to a gathering of 
r. local and foreign business executives 
came just hours before he boarded a 
plane for Beijing, where be will be 
• . : formally anointed by the Chinese gov- 
ernment 

He will participate this weekend in 
~ the selection of Beijing-approved can- 
’?i dates to sit on a provisional legislature 
■""■to that will displace the elected body that 
now passes Hong Kong’s laws. 

In his wide-ranging address. Mr. 

— Tung insisted that Hong Kong would 
remain much as it is' now, the major 
Asian regional base for global business 
and financial companies, a place with a 
vibrant local economy and a continuing 
pillar of China's own economic devel- 

- opmenL 

"If you really think about it” Mr. 

. > Tung told the nearly 500 executives. 

‘ ‘the long-term interests of China and of 
Hong Kong are one and the same. If 
Hong Kong is successful, China will 
benefit from the success.. If China be- 
comes more successful, Hong Kong 
will benefit even more.” 

But while he stressed Hong Kong’s 
formidable economic achievements, 
;*■ Mr. Tung urged a reassert! on of values 

that he suggested had been neglected in 
the British colony. 

Mr. Tung has consistently disdained 
individualism, except when exhibited in 
aggressive entrepreneurialism or ere- 
i »ative business acumen. 

* Many of Hong Kong's political fig- 
ures. particularly Martin Lee, leader of 
the Democratic Party, the territory’s 
largest political party and a supporter of 
a fully elected government, contend that 
Mr. Tung is dragging Hong Kong back 
to an authoritarian rule not seen here 
. - sinpe the 1960s. 

"I hope that Mr. Tung is nbt trying to 
suggest that Chinese values do not in- 
clude basic rights and freedoms,” said 
Mr. Lee. “When we Chinese talk about 
traditional Chinese values, this means 
respect for family, but that doesn't mean 
that freedom is somehow secondary. As 

See HONG KONG, Page 6 






KfidnH EutaTbt Kaoaxrd hew 

Thousands cheered as President Mobutu Sese Seko and his wife returned to Kinshasa, Zaire, on Tuesday. 

Mobutu Stages Triumphal Return 


By Howard W. French 

Nw York Times Service 

KINSHASA, Zaire — Ending four 
months of rest and recuperation from 
cancer treatment in Europe, the long- 
time dictator of Zaire. President Mo- 
bum Sese Seko, staged a triumphal 
return home Tuesday to a country on 
die edge of collapse. 

Thousands of residents of this city, 
from the jubilant supporters who 


waved Zairian flags or portraits of a 
much younger Marshal Mobutu, to 
hordes of others simply out to watch a 
greai show, turned out at the city’s 
international airport and lined the 
route to the president’s home. 

After the 90-minute ride through the 
disheveled capital in an open-roofed 
black Cadillac limousine. Ma rshal 
Mobutu delivered a brief address at the 
neatly manicured presidential com- 
pound. 


With his voice breaking with emo- 
tion several times. Marshal Mobutu 
hinted at strong actions to come, but 
gave little detail as he spoke of (he 
uprising in eastern Zaire in which 
rebels supported by neighboring 
Rwanda have swept a large band of 
territory, routing the national army, and 
now threaten die country's cohesion. 

“The enemies of our people have 

See MOBUTU, Page 8 


Chechen Gunmen 
Kill 6 in Red Cross 
In Hospital Raid 

Aid Organization Suffers 
Worst Attack in Its History 


By Alessandra Stanley 

New York Times Service 

MOSCOW — Six Western aid work- 
ers of the International Committee of 
the Red Cross were shot and killed in 
their sleep Tuesday in the Chechen vil- 
lage of Novye Atagj. the most brutal 
sign yet of the lawlessness and violence 
in the separatist republic of Chechnya. 

Five women, fair of them nurses, and 
one man, a construction worker, were 
shot with automatic weapons by masked 
gunmen who broke into their guarded 
hospital compound before dawn. Red 
Cross spokesmen said. One critically 
wounded survivor was evacuated to 
Geneva. 

The attack, denounced as "premed- 
itated murder" by the Red Cross, was 
the worst such incident in the Geneva- 
based organization’s 142-year history. 
On Tuesday, the Red Cross evacuated 
all its remaining foreign employees 
from Chechnya and suspended all its aid 
programs there, as did the few human- 
itarian organizations still operating in 
the increasingly unstable and chaotic 
republic. 

The murders, which put the fragile 
Chechnya peace process and even the 
future of international aid there in jeop- 
ardy^ could not have come at a worse 
time for Chechnya, which is facing a 
critical and deeply divisive election next 


For Victims of Gulf War, the Checks Are in the Mail 

UN Committee Orders Iraq to Pay $3.2 Billion in Reparations ^ ~ 1 


By Raymond Bonner 

’ New York Times Service 

GENEVA — in the next few weeks, some of the 
world's low-income workers — from strapping mem- 
bers of Polish construction crews to Egyptian ag- 
ricultural hands to Filipino nurses — will be pleasantly 
astonished by the arrival of a check for &L500. 

The trickle of checks marks the beginning of a flood 
of $3.2 billion in payments to more than 860.000 men 
and women in 78 countries. 

The money is not part of some new international 
welfare program or philanthropy. Rather, it is the 
handiwork of a little-known United Nations com- 
mission set up after the Gulf War to exact reparations 
from Iraq. 

Until now, die UN Compensation Commission has 
had little money to settle the claims it approved. But 
that is changing as Iraq resumes oil sales under a UN 
agreement that reserves 30 percent of the proceeds for 
payment of reparations. 

Recipients are to include foreign workers forced to 
flee Kuwait and Iraq when the war began; Kuwaitis 
whose family members were killed by Iraqi soldiers or 
whose homes were looted and multinational corpo- 
rations that lost property and profits. 

"It has been too long,” said Carlos Alzamora, a 70- 


year-old Peruvian diplomat who is executive director 
of the commission. "But as we say in Spanish, ‘It is 
never too late when joy arrives.’ ” 

The commission, which has been at work for nearly 
six years, is said to be unique in the annals of in- 
ternational Law. In the past, reparations have been 
imposed by the victors, as in World War I, or ad- 
judicated through agreements between individual 
countries. The commission approved its first payments 
more than two years ago. 

A woman in upstate New York will soon receive a 
check for $2,500. a small step toward what will even- 
tually be a least $100,000 and probably closer to $1 
million in compensation for the death of her husband. He 
had been working as a consultant in Kuwait and died of a 
heart attack after being seized by the Iraqis and used as a 
human shield, commission officials said. 

To protect claimants from possible reprisals by Iraq, 
the commission promises confidentiality, and the 
identities of individuals and companies seeking re- 
parations are kept secret. 

Among die claims filed by the companies is one 
from Kuwait Oil Co. for 5950 million to cover the 
costs of extinguishing the oil-well fires that had been 
set by the Iraqi troops. 

See IRAQ, Page 8 
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PANNING IN BAGHDAD — Iraqis looking for 
gold Tuesday in the Tigris River near the jew- 
elry district in a bid to augment their incomes. 


month. After two years of war and tens 
of thousands of casualties. Russian 
troops are nearing the end of their with- 
drawal from the republic. 

Chechnya is almost without material 
aid as winter closes in. Basic amenities 
such as electricity. heaL water, and 
medicine are still lacking, and. as Tues- 
day's incident made horrifyingly clear, 
there is no rule of law. 

“The problem of security in 
Chechnya is not just for the 1CRC. it's 
for all humanitarian organizations.” 
Thierry MeyraL head of the Interna- 
tional Committee of the Red Cross's 
delegation to the Russian Federation, 
said at an emotional press conference in 
Moscow. “I’m afraid that the decision 
to go back to Chechnya will be a very 
difficult one." 

The Red Cross, which had 75 aid 
workers in Chechnya, the largest del- 
egation working in the republic, was one 
of the last to leave there. The French 
organization Doctors Without Bonders 
withdrew from Grozny, the capital, two 
weeks ago. Three of their workers were 
kidnapped in October and released only 
after the organization paid a $9,000 
ransom. Tuesday, the organization sus- 
pended its operations in die neighboring 
republics of Dagestan and Ingushetia. 

The UN High Commission for 
Refugees, which had no aid workers in 
Chechnya, also froze iis eight human- 
itarian programs in the neighboring re- 
publics. “This incident could dramat- 
ically effect the prospects for badly 
needed humanitarian relief to this war- 
tom society." said Sadako Otagi. the 
organization's high commissioner. 

Foreign aid workers and journalists 
have been subject to kidnappings since 
the war in Chechnya began two years 
ago. but extortion threats and kidnapping 
have stepped up of late as the righting 
abated and local groups began warring 
among themselves. 

In the most blatant sign of dissension 
within Chechen ranks, Salman 
Rudayev. a field commander, again de- 
fied Chechen government leaders* or- 
ders Tuesday to release 21 Russian po- 
licemen he took hostage Saturday after 
they tried to block him from crossing the 
border into Dagestan. 

"I have put my troops on red alert,’’ 
he told a Reuters reporter outside his 
headquarters in Novye Gordali. “If they 
want to fight with me. let them come and 
see who wins.” 

Tuesday’s victims in Novye Atagi 
were identified as Hans ElkerixtuL a 
Dutch construction worker; Nancy Mal- 
loy, a Canadian medical administrator 
Gunnhild Myklebust and Lngeborg 
Foss, both Norwegian nurses: Cheryl 
Thayer, a nurse from New Zealand, and 
Fernanda Calado. a Spanish nurse. 

Christophe Hench. the Swiss project 
director, was badly wounded in the at- 
tack and was evacuated to Switzerland. 



Netanyahu on the Defensive 

Israeli Leader Is Lurching From Crisis to Crisis 


A# 


By Serge Schmemann 

New i’ort Times Service 

f JERUSALEM — This week marks 
six months since Benjamin Netanyahu 
took office as prime minister of Israel , 
and the country is already a different 
place, though perhaps not in the ways he 

pIt pro Jess toward peace with the Pal- 
estinians has come to a halt — not 

throush any ideological resistance on 

the Dart of Mr. Netanyahu, but because 
Yasser Arafat, the Palestinian leader, 
has no faith in *e Israeli leader’s in- 
tentions. ... 

The Americans, after a big push in 
October, have decided to sit back 
awhile. At the same nme, Palestinian 
leaders and Israeli security officials are 
issuing stem warnings, that pr^sure ui 
die Palestinian territories is at the boil- 

m iSwon relations with moderate 
Arab ^a^ range from frozen to tense. 
On Sunday. Ntohammed Ba^mjmi. the 
veteran ambassador from gypt» 
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first Arab country to make peace with 
Israel, said in an interview that he could 
well be called borne. "It is impossible to 
know where die deterioration will 
stem.” he said. 

Criticism of die prime minister has 
become so shrill and constant that it is rare 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

to hear a good word about him outside 
his narrow circle of embattled aides. 

This week, for example, opened with 
another crisis in frill bloom, this one 
over the government’s decision to re- 
store economic incentives for Jewish 
settlements in the West Bank. In a pat- 
tern dial has become glumly familiar, 
tensions rose a notch. Palestinians and 
Arab neighbors warned of possible vi- 
olence, Washington and Europe chas- 

See ISRAEL, Page 6 
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It’s Official: Ghanaian to Lead UN 

PPQPS PPSI 

£t*' Up '•••*: Up 'y: : year-old career UN official, by ac- 

& 39.98 ^ 0 . 07 % clamation to a five-year term as sec- 

6306.33 % 145 04 retary-general of the United Nations. 

The DoifiT * ’ "J beginning Jan. 1. 

n— Y om. Tt»s. taoaa preytousetoe Mr. Annan, undersecretary-gener- 

55! T 54S ai for peacekeeping operations, will 

Pound 1-6717 1-6663 be the seventh secretary-general in 

Yen 113.85 113.85 the history of the 51-year-old orga- 

FF 5Z3 5.213 nization. {.Page 8) 

page two War-Criminal Hunt? 

The Soros Coal: Social Reform A u.S. plan to send a specially 

___ ■ ~ T trained police force to Bosnia to bum 

amkshcas p»s« 3. down suspected war criminals drew 

Clinton Fund Got Suspect Money only I ukewarm support T uesday from 

„ mnnr “ T European allies at the annual winter 

f"?***,^ „ * .*?*?■ meeting of NATO. (Page 5) 
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Deal Will Make Boeing 
6 USA Inc. 9 in Many Eyes 


By David E. Sanger 

New York Times Sen ice 

WASHINGTON — Long before it 
announced plans to acquire McDonnell 
Douglas Corp.. Boeing Co. was already 
one of the most influential corporate 
voices in American foreign policy. 

It is the country's largest exporter, is 
occasionally a back-channel conduit to 
China’s leaders and is the impetus lor the 
tension beiween Europe and the United 
Stales over subsidies and political favors 
given to Airbus Industrie, the European 
consortium that is Boeing’s rival. 

Now Boeing is on the brink of be- 
coming an even bigger player on the 
global stage — an American entity 
whose business interests around the 
world will influence a broad range of 
policies. Officials in Washington, even 


while saying they welcomed the ac- 
quisition. acknowledged this week that 
the deal would only intensify the dif- 
ficulties for American foreign policy 
that Boeing’s operations often raise. 

First among the problems is whether 
the United States should accede to ever- 
increasing demands from China for ad- 
vanced technology. Coming from the 
fastest-growing market for new aircraft, 
those demands are forcing Washington 
to choose between losing a deal and 
aiding Beijing's efforts to build com- 
mercial aircraft and long-range 
bombers. 

"The question we will now have to 
ask is whether what's good for Boeing is 
good for America’s interests around the 
world.’’ a State Department official said 

See BOEING. Page 6 


Italian Communists: A Splinter Becomes a Political Cornerstone 


By Celestine Bohlen 

/. New York Tim es Service 

■ ROME — As literal Marxists, members of 
Italy's Refounded Communist Party leave little to 
the Imagination. Their flag bears the hammer and 
sickle; they call one another “comrade,” and when 
they get together for a party congress, as they did 
last week in a huge hotel basement in Rome, they 
give a warm rendition of the old Communist hymn, 
the Internationale. 

But tiie significance of this leftist splinter group 
— the unreconstructed hard-core of a Communist 
Pany that was once tire largest in Western Europe 
; — is not its devotion to the faded symbols of an 


ideology that collapsed east of here early in the 
decade. What makes this party important today is 
the outsized influence it holds on national policies 
ai a time when Iialy. like much of Western Europe, 
is under heavy pressure to trim its social state. 

Although not pan of Prime Minister Romano 
Prodi's center-left coalition, the Refounded Com- 
munists. which won 8.6 percent of the vote in 
national elections in April, nonetheless holds the 
key to its survival. Ji provides ihe votes the co- 
alition needs to pass its program in the lower house 
of Parliament and ultimately to stay in office. 

Fausto Bertinotti. the dapper 56-year -old leader 
of the Refounded Communists, laid it on the line in 
a three-hour speech at the opening session of the 


congress. Had Mr. Prodi dared lo touch pensions 
and the health-care system in his ausiere 1997 
budget, the government would now be in deep 
crisis, Mr. Bertinotti boasted. 

And in case anyone has any ideas about fiddling 
with state pension plans next spring — when Italy 
may have to trim its budget again if it is to qualify 
for Europe's monetary union in 1999 — Mr. 
Bertinotti had another warning. 

“It is a good sign.” he said, “that the labor unions 
have declared that they will call a general strike if 
the government should tty anything of the son." 

For Mr. Bertinotti and his followers — a mix of 
workers, intellectuals, environmentalists and fem- 
inists — being a Communist in Europe today is in 


some ways not so different than it was 1 0 years ago. 
except that with the Cold War over. Moscow is no 
longer a point of reference. 

But the class struggle is still on. capitalists are 
still the enemy. FideiCastro and Yasser Arafat still 
get standing ovations — as does Pope John Paul 11. 
but only for his critique of the tyranny of market 
economies. 

Communism. Mr. Bertinotti said recently, still 
represents a search for equality. "Wisdom *uvs 
lhai when the East fell, equality' would no longer be 
possible." he said. "But if we accept that view . it"s 
like saying that man can’t fly. Men rried to fly many 

See ITALY, Page 8 
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Fostering Debate / Spending Millions on an Agenda 


Soros’s Bottom Line Is Social Reform 


By Judith Miller 

New York Tones Service 


N EW YORK — At the peak of a storm 
last February, several of America’s 
most gifted philosophers and political 
scientists met for a weekend at the 
Westchester County estate of George Soros, the 
Hungarian- bom billionaire financier. As the 
wind rattled the windows, Mr. Soros raised a 
glass in honor of his guests and gave them a 
challenge: If they were to advise him on how to 
spend more money each year than the Ford 
Foundation does on philanthropy, much of it in 
the United States, what would they suggest? 

“It was an astonishing session, as well as the 
most expensive philosophical tutorial anyone 
has ever had." said Alan Ryan, at the time a 
professor at Princeton and now the warden of 
New College at Oxford. 

The philosophers' weekend debate, one of 
several “Soros retreats," as a participant called 
them, was pivotal in shaping the latest phase of 
Mr. Soros’s extraordinary philanthropic career. 

After spending Sl.l billion, most of it since 
1989 trying to transform the former Soviet bloc 
into thriving capitalist democracies, or what he 
calls “open societies," Mr. Soros, deeply con- 
cerned that America's own open society is erod- 
ing, is bringing his philanthropy home. Along 
the way he is shaking up the philanthropic 
world. 

A man who often seems to donate millions on 
impulse, he plans to devote half his annual 
giving — more than $350 million last year, 
almost all of it overseas — to five domestic 
issues: immigrants' rights, death and dying, 
drugs, education and criminal justice. While 
other foundations and philanthropists are more 
comfortable healing the sick, housing the poor or 
feeding the hungry. Mr. Soros is unabashed in 
pursuing a political agenda. 

Almost singlehandediy, for instance, he fin- 
anced successful ballot initiatives this fall in 
Arizona and California to permit the use of 


marijuana for medical purposes. The support 
brought furious criticism from i 


many conser- 
vatives, government officials and drug experts, 
who called it an arrogant social experiment that 
they fear is a disastrous first step toward full 
legalization of marijuana and other drugs. 

But Mr. Soros, who amassed most of his net 
worth of $2 billion by taking huge risks in the 
currency and other financial markets, is un- 
daunted by any fury. 


H E SAYS the philosophers' weekend 
reinforced his determination to in- 
crease his domestic giving greatly — 
since 1994. he has committed $90 mil- 
lion — out of concern that die conservative drift 
in the United States has bred indifference to 
genocide abroad and to suffering and injustice at 
home. "The core of an open society is under 
attack in our laissez-faire society," Mr. Soros 
said in an interview, adding that he wanted to 
foster debate about divisive issues. 

Alfred Stepan, who helped found the Central 
European University, a $55 million Soros pro- 
ject in Budapest, noted the scale of Mr. Soros's 
philanthropy. “If you rank a donor by assets, 
Soros is nothing.” said Mr. Stepan, a fellow at 
All Souls College at Oxford. The Ford Found- 
ation. for example, which committed $342 mil- 


lion in 1996, has assets estimated at $8 billion. 
But, Mr. Stepan added, "if you measure it by 
dispensed gifts, especially in proportion to in- 
come, Soros is the world’s single largest donor, 
individual or foundation. 

More than sheer numbers make him stand out. 
however. 

"Soros is successful because his giving is 
openly political and daring,” said David Rieff, a 
writer who serves on one of Mr. Soros's boards. 
“He is determined to use his money to change 
the nation's social agenda and is tough-minded 
about achieving his goals." 

Mr. Soros, 66, never tires of expounding, in 
his Hungarian accent, often arcane theories 
about how the world works — a “failed philo- 
sopher.” he calls himself. He studied under Sir 
Karl Popper, whose philosophy of "Open So- 
ciety,” a critique of Marx and other proponents 
of historical determinism, deeply influenced his 
thinking. 

Of slight build, well tann ed, with silver hair, 
wire-rimmed glasses and expensive suit. Mr. 
Soros would not stand out in a room of mul- 
timillionaires as a multi billionaire. 

There is only a hint in his deliberately calm 
tone of the toughness of someone who escaped 
the Nazis as a Jewish adolescent in Budapest and 
immigrated to the United Stares in 1956 to found 
an off-shore investment fund known today for its 
financial bri nkm anship and unparalleled suc- 
cess. Having “broken” the Bank of England In 
1992 by betting that Britain would devalue the 
pound, Mr. Soros exudes confidence — arrog- 
ance, some detractors call it — that his self-made 
wealth makes him worthy of being listened to. 

None of his giving bas created more fury than 
his support for a new approach to drug policy. 
Conservative critics say that in the guise of 
fostering debate about politically charged issues, 
he is trying to impose his liberal and misguided 
policy agenda on an unwitting public. 

Public records show that since 1993 be has 
donated some $15 million to foundations and 
groups that favor changing the nation's drug 
policies. Ethan Nadelmann, head of the Lin des- 
mith Center, a New York City institute founded 
in 1994 with Mr. Soros's money and budgeted 
for 5828.000 in 1 996. has called for legalization 
of marijuana and other drugs. 

In addition to this charitable, or tax-exempt, 
support, he donated more than $1 million to the 
ground-breaking state ballot initiatives on drug 
laws in California and Arizona, contributions that 
are not tax deductible. Both measures were over- 
whelmingly approved by voters in November. 

California's new law allows marijuana to be 
grown and used by anyone, even a minor, with an 
oral recommendation from a doctor to treat “any 
other illness for which marijuana provides re- 
lief.” Arizona’s measure allows doctors to pre- 
scribe any of 117 banned drugs, including 
marijuana, LSD and heroin, for a “seriously ill or 
terminally ill patient” It also releases prisoners 
serving time for possession of drugs. 

“Neither initiative would have made it on the 
yt Soros," said Stu 
he California mea- 


ballot were it not for Geor 
MoIIrich. a consultant to 
sure's opponents. Three former presidents, se- 
nior Clinton administration officials, state law- 
enforcement officials and prominent drug and 
medical experts opposed one or both measures. 

But Mr. Soros expresses no regrets and says 
he is ready to support similar initiatives in other 


A man i cho often seems to 
donate millions on impulse, 
he plans to devote half his 
annual giving - more than 
$350 million last year, , 
almost all of it overseas ~ 
to five domestic issues. 


Since a drug-free America 
Hs an unattainable dream, 
our policy should aim at 
reducing harm connected 
with drug s,* says Mir. Soros, 
who funded two successful 
referendums this year : 
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legalization of drugs, he says he supports “ra- 
tional debate" about whai constitutes a “saner' 
drug policy.” 

Since a drug-free America "is an unattainable 
dream, our policy should aim at reducing harm 
connected with chugs.” Specifically, that means 


‘saving ourjails for violent criminals and 


atory drug dealers, not nonviolent drug 
willing to undergo treatment or the occasional 
marijuana smoker,” he said. 


That has not persuaded some drug-policy ex- 
its, who said W. Soros 


perts, who said Mr. Soros had given money not 
for debate, bur to weaken drug laws. 


He dismisses such criticism, arguing that dru{ 
policy is surrounded by "hysteria, passion anc 
extremism.” 


A RYEH NEIER. the human rights ad- 
vocate who is Mr. Soros’s closest ad- 
viser and president of the Open So- 
ciety Institute, the nonprofit 
foundation that supervises much of Mr. Soros’s 
domestic giving, attributed his shift in focus 
partly to his dismay at America's failure to 
“seize the revolutionary moment” offered by 
the fall of the Berlin Wall and collapse of the 
Soviet Union to pour money into supporting 
democratic impulses in the former dictatorships, 
Mr. Neier said. 

Then came the genocide in Yugoslavia, with a 
belated American response. Mr. Soros gave $50 
million in late 1 992 to help alleviate the suffering 
of Bosnia's civilian population. 

Mr. Soros was further “repulsed,” Mr. Neier 
added, by the "Gingrich revolution,” the tri- 


umph of conservative Republicans in the 1994 
congressional races, which S5 


symbolized for Mr. 
Soros the state’s abandonment of its obligations 
to citizens, particularly the poor and immi- 
grants. 

And finally, he said, he was worried about the 
extent to which "market values and excessive 


individualism” were permeating medicine, law, 
journalism and politics, turning them into busi- 
nesses rather than c allin gs. He has shown little . 
interest in achieving political change through 
traditional channels. He gives relatively little, by 
his standards, to candidates or major patties. His 
largest contribution this year was $100,000 to 
the Democratic National Committee. 

Nor does he assume that his giving will ensure 
political influence. 

”1 can already see the president if I want to,* * 
be said. 

Instead, he uses his money to foster debate 
about his agenda, hoping that an educated public 
will agree with him. ■ 

So Mr. Soros, advised by Mr. Neier and Gaia 
I ^Marche, both veterans of die Human Rights 
Watch organization, directs his spending to 
wide-ranging grass-roots projects that he hopes 
will help transform the nation's political culture. 
and protect Americans from what he calls “un- 
intended consequences” of bad government 
policy. There is variety in subject and amount: 

• A $50 million commitment to die Emma 
Lazarus Fund, a project started in September to 
help legal immigrants attain full participation in 
American society. Mr. Soros described the grant 
as a spontaneous response to his "outrage,” as 
an immigrant, over the recent law denying legal 
immigrants several types of public assistance 
and benefits. 

• A $1 5 million commitment for three years to 
the Project on Death in America- The effort, 
headed by Kathleen Foley, a doctor and senior 
pain specialist at the Memorial Sloan-Kettering 
Cancer Center in New York, supports projects 
that enhance comfort, dignity, care arid-relief 
from pqin for the dying. Mr. Soros" says he ii 
trying to end America's “denial of death.” -. 

• A $12 million commitment over three years 
to the Algebra Project which seeks to improve 
mathematics skills of rural and inner-city public 
school students throughout the country. 


U.S. Asylum 
For Gays Adds 



Immigration 


By William Branigra 

Vntshmgion PoU Service 


WASHINGTON — Ciprian Cacji 
says he was jailed as a teenager in his 
native Romania and repeatedly raped. 
Jose Zambrano, by his account, was 


disowned by his parents, raped by -a 
soldier at 13, ; 


soldier at 13, assaulted by paramilitary 
thugs and threatened with death tn.Jal 
Salvador. Sergei Fedeiov recounts be- 
ing harassed, beaten and repeatailyin. 
teTTOgatedby police in Russia. - 

Ail three were granted asylum.ui the 
United States recently after claiming 
persecution far their sexual orientation.’ 
All are avowedly gay. 

They are among more than 60 for- 
eigners who have been given U.S. 
asylum after claiming persecution be- 
cause of thefrhcanbsexuality since 1994, 
when Attorney General Janet Reno nded 
that such claims could be grounds for 
approval. In addition, at least two het- 
erosexuals have received asylum after 
arguing they suffered persecution in their 
homelands because they tested positive 
for HIV,, foe virus that causes AIDS. 

Their cases have carved out a new 
area of immigration law, helping to ex- 
pand the definition of who is eligible to 
seek refuge mtheU rated States. Besides 
homosexuals, advocates . from . liberal 
feminis ts ip conservative Republicans 


and anti-abortion groups haveJobbied 
to extend asylum elijribiii 


17 Die in Crash 
Of Russian Jet 


Reuters 

MOSCOW — Seventeen 
people, including the commander 
of the St. Petersburg military dis- 
trict, were killed when a military 
plane crashed while taking off 
Tuesday from an airport in north- 
western Russia, an airforce spokes- 
man said. 

The spokesman said seven crew 
members and 10 passengers, in- 
cluding Colonel-General Sergei 
Seleznyov and his wife, were 
aboard the Antonov- 12 plane when 
it crashed at an airfield near the city 
of Pskov at about 2 P.M. 

“Most of the people on board 
were military pensopneL” the 
spokesman said. He said the plane 
was a cargo aircraft Last month, 23 
people (ied when their military 
cargo plane, an Ilyushin 11-76, 
crashed in Siberia. 


An Unpopular Prime Minister Pours His Heart Out 


Ability to snehap- 
piicanis as women anxious to leave 
male-dominated Mamie cultures and 
Chinese who oppose Beijing’-s one- 

chtid-per-famUy policy. 

Gay-righcs - campaigners . say the 
asylum decisions in favor of homosexu- . 
als in the last two . years represent a long-, 
overdue recognition that the plight of gay ' 
men and lesbians in some countries meets 
the legal standard forrefugeest^as. . 

Those homosexuals who have re- 
ceived asylum on such grounds rep- £ 
resent only a tiny fractroa’of foe more "• 
than 33,000 asylum applications granted 
in the last two years, foe activists say. 

“This is simply an appropriate and 
fair application of existing U-S. im- 
migration law,** said Sidney Levy,, 
asylum project coordinator for the- In- 
ternational Gay and Lesbian Human 
Rights Commissi cm in San Francisco. 

But advocates of reducing immigra- 
tion say asylum is being abused in ways 
that may mode public support for it 

Unlike refugees, who are screened by 
U.S. officials abroad -and whose ad-, 
missions are Inmfied by annual 'quotas, 
asylum .seekers ace not subject, to any 
nuirierfcal Gautsl Because the United 
States grants asylum only to people 
already on U.S. soil, an applicant s first 
challenge is to gel into the country by 
any means- — legal or illegal. 

The expansion of foeptrocess mallow 
sexual and HIV-related claims. is ."a 
complete corruption of the original in- 
tent of political asyhiro,” said KC. Mc- 
Alpin, deputy director of the Federation 
for American Immigration Reform. _ 
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By Roger Cohen 

Ne h- York Times Service 


PARIS — In an attempt to break with 
the image of an unfeeling technocrat 
that has made him France's most un- 
popular prime minister. Alain Juppe has 
abruptly published a book full of ref- 
erences to love, personal suffering and 
the transcending power of passion. 

“At the end of the day it is foe love and 
friendship we were able to give that will 
count,” Mr. Juppe writes in “Between 
Ourselves," the first book ever published 
by a French prime minister in office. His 
tears, his soul-searching and his moments 
of solace as a loving father with his infant 
daughter are evoked at some length. 

from a man whose brusqueness and 
apparent intellectual arrogance have 
contributed to a popularity rating in foe 
region of 22 percent, foe book amounts 
to an unusual gamble that an egghead can 
be recast as a man with a heart, and that a 
remote politician can rejoin the people. 
In a disoriented country, racked by 

nth 


its political class, uncertain of the degree 
of sovereignty it wants to surrender to 
European unity, the book also appears to 
reflea a trace of desperation. Mr. Juppe 
called it on Monday a cri de coeur. 

Far from a man poised ‘ ‘on the Mount 
Olympus" of his ambitions, Mr. Juppe. 


ultimately not silenced: “Pretty passer- 
by,” he writes,’ “I wanted to reply to 
yon.”. 

■ . Mr. Juppe’s unpopularity is linked to a 
profound French malaise. He has 
suffered from an unemployment rate now 
at 12-6 percent and projected to rise to 


Alain Juppe’s new book is an unusual gamble that 
a remote politician can rejoin the people. 


high unemployment, disillusioned wit 


51, argues that he is a man “full of 
faults.” marked by inner contradictions, 
whose “mood changes above all in re- 
lation to the latest unemployment fig- 
ures.” He adds that his private hap- 
piness cannot be a complete solace when 
“French people are suffering and every- 
where this suffering is blamed on me!” 

The book was provoked, be writes, by 
an attractive woman in Bordeaux, a city 
that, in his spare time, Mr. Juppe runs as 
mayor. She approached him and said 
simply, "Death to the idiot! ” The prime 
minister was evidently taken aback, but 


close to 13 percent by the middie of next 
year. He has not been helped by the fort 
that President Jacques Chirac's campaign 
promises of change have evaporated in 
favor of a renewed commitment to a 
single European anrency and foe budget- 
ary constraints this project imposes. 

In the 120-page book, written over 
the last month, the prime minister 
simply calls himself “a scapegoat” 
whose "timidity” has led to misun- 
derstandings. But the very human char- 
acter in foe book and the public figure 
are not easy to reconcile. 


Mr. Juppe’s physical stiffness, his 
unsmiling manner and his tendency to 
; lecture have alienated, French people 
grappling with the fact that France — in 
an unkind phrase now doing the rounds 
among Pans mfeUecnials — has be- 
come a country “of medium-sized 
powerlessness." 

A product, like Mr. Chirac, of foe- 
elite Boole Nationals d’ Administration, 
Mr. Juppe vows to get closer to the 
people, to simplify French bureaucracy, 
to experiment and to engage in dia- 
logue. 

“Today, I am beating all records for 
unpopularity,” Mr. Juppe writes. 

‘ ‘Have I failed? ' ’ His answer is no, he 
will fight on, and the book is evidently 
part of this bottle. Love and willpower, 
he suggests, will prevail. 

Asked Monday if such personal con- 
fessions as those in the book might not 
make matters worse, Mr. Juppe replied: 
“Perhaps.- They shoot horses, don’t 
they? But I did not write the book out of 
some calculation. I wrote it becaase I 
felt die desire.” 


The original concept was to give tem- 
porary refuge t< 




.ige to people who were in the 
United Stales when political changes or 
conflicts in their homelands made it 
i for them to return, he said, 
low people are usingr asylum to 
i permanent residence in foe United 
States because they would otherwise not 
qualify,” Mr. McAlpin said. ‘‘Mem- 
bership in a particular social group is 
being defined; by liberal judges and gov- 
ernment bureaucrats in a way that was 
never intended by Congress, and cer-; 
tainly not by the American people.” 

No aspect of asylum policy is more 
controversial than foe Clinton admin- 
istration’s decision, as recommended by 
the Presidential Advisory Council on 
HTV/AIDS. to consider HTV infection a 
possible basis for asylum. In a 1 993 law. 
Congress specifically baned aliens with 
HLVorAIDSfrom the United States. 

"We’re telling HIV-positive people 
that yotr’re not allowed to come to the 
TJ.S., but if you manage to sneak in, we’U 
give yon asylum based on the char- 
acteristic that would have made yon ex- 
cludable,” said Mark Krikorian, director 
of the Center for Immigration Studies. 
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KLM and Northwest to RaiseFares 


AMSTELVEEN, Netherlands (AFX) — KLM Airlines and 
its partner. Northwest Airlines, will raise fares in the Dutch 
market starting Dec. 18. 

Fares to the Middle East will go up by 4 percent, fares to 
Brazil will rise 3 percent, and those to the rest of the world will 
rise 5 percent, with the exception of U.S. destinations. Those 
fares rose 5 percent on Nov. 12. 


Bus and subway workers in about 30 French cities held 
a one-day strike Tuesday, aimed at getting the same right to 
retire at 55 that truckers won last month. Marseille in the south 
was hardest hit. until only one of 10 buses operating and one of 
four subway trains running. { AP) 


Saudia, foe Saudi Arabian carrier, will launch flights twice 
a week from Dhahran to Cairo, starting Wednesday. (AFP) 


Planet Hollywood will open an outlet in Beirut this week, 
its first in the Middle East. (AFP) 
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Shanghai Airport 
Goes to French 


Agence Frmce-Presx 
SHANGHAI — Fiance's 
Aerqport de Paris, So- 
dechanges SA and Chinese 
officials signed a contract 
Tuesday to design Pudong In- 
ternationa] Airport in Shang- 
hai, the airport authority 
said. 
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Forecast tor Thursday tfrou^i Salurctey, as provided by AccuWeather. ' Asia 


JdtoWern 

North America 
Turning cottar across 
much of me East Thurs- 
day, followed by very cold 
weather ki the mU-Atlanttc 
and Northeast Into (he 
weekend. The mkfeeetion 
of the United States and 
Canada, Ineluding the 


Great Lakes region, will 
" i. Turning cooler 


stay (rigid. 

and more unsettled hi the 
VfestbySaurday. 


Europe 

Western Russia and north- 
eeet Europe wfll be quite 
cold with scanned flumes 
through Saturday. Near- to 
lust above-normal temper- 
atures a™ expected across 
much of western Europe 
with showers from Bute to 
time. RabifaH wB be tocafly 
heavy over northeastern 
Spain and northern Portu- 


Dry end mom 'seasonable ' 
in Bering through Friday, 
then turning cower with a 
shower or flurry poestole. 
Cold in Seoul Thursday, 
then turning mom- season- 
able by Saturday. Cold In 


Tokyo through Friday, torn 
ton. Tyj 


some moderation. Typical- 
ly warm Jn Hong Kong and — 
Southeast Asia wtth some Africa 
sun. 
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Clinton Legal Fund Details Why It Rejected $640,000 


POLITIC At NOTES 
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By Peter Baker 

Wadtington Past Service 


WASHINGTON — Question- 
able donations made to President 
Bill Clinton s legal defense fund 
we ^ e returned to contributors in the 
spring of this year, long before the 
controversy erupted tins fall over 
the Democratic Party’s election 
campaign fund-raising, but the law- 
yers who ran the fund made that 
information public only This week 
because they were wonied that “an 
inaccurate report” of the story 
might surface. 

The legal defense fund an- 
nounced Monday th at it h» y| re- 
turned $640,000 in unsolicited con- 
tributions delivered by a Little Rock 
businessman, Charles Yah Lin ’Die, 
because of suspicions about the 
source of some of the money. 


- Mr. Trie,* an old Clinton friend, 
came to prominence this fall for his 
fund-raising activities for die 
Democratic National Committee, 
including a $15,000 gift in 1994 
from one of his companies that came 
from foreign funds, an apparent vi- 
olation of U.S. law. 

. The committee has refunded ate 
$1.5 million in questionable dona- 
tions tins fall, but the disclosure of 
Mr. Trie’s other fund-ratsmg shifts 
the focus for the first time to die 
private organization helping Mr. and 
Mrs. Clinton pay midrimilH m-dollar 
attorney bills inclined because of 
Whitewater and other legal troubles. 

/The trustees felt that the de- 
cision to return the money was nec- 
essary to protect the integrity of the 
trust and, as such, was in the best 
interest of the president and Mbs. 
Clinton,’* said Michael Cardozo, a 


Washington attorney who serves as 
executive director of the Presiden- 
tial Legal Expense Trust. 

Yet neither the White House nor 
the fund's trustees could answer 
several questions, including wheth- 
er Mr. Clinton' or his aides bad any 
prior knowledge of Mr. Trie's activ- 
ities on behalf of the first family and 
why no tee scrutinized his fund- 
raising for the Democratic National 
Committee after determining that 
the defense fund gifts he generated 
ware inappropriate. 

Mr. Trie, a XJ.S. citizen who owns 
several businesses, including a res- 
taurant and an import-export firm, 
did not respond to a telephone mes- 
sage seeking comment 

The fund’s trustees said they were 
waxy from tiie start about his gifts if 
for no other reason than their sheer 
volume. Never before nor since has 


such a large amount of money been 
raised for the fund in a single stroke. 
In the last six months, the fund took 
in just $100,000, a pittance com- 
pared with $2.25 million in out- 
standing legal bills. 

Mr. Cardozo said he had never 
heard of Mr. Trie when the 
Arkansan first called him to set up 
an appointment on March 21. 

when Mr. Trie arrived, he told 
Mr. Cardozo he had heard about the 
Clintons' financial troubles and 
wanted to help. He then produced 
two large man! la envelopes filled 
with hundreds of checks and money 
orders, most for $1,000 or less in 
keeping with the fund's self-im- 
posed contributions limits, accord- 
ing to Mr. Cardozo. Altogether, 
there was $460,000, all from U.S. 
citizens, Mr. Cardozo said Mr. Trie 
told him. 


Mr. Cardozo said he and another 
fond official rejected $70,000 in 
gifts on the spot because they did not 
meet fund guidelines, which stip- 
ulate that gins come from individu- 
als, not companies, and must in- 
clude names and addresses. 

A few other checks later bounced 
or were disqualified but a total of 
5378,300 was deposited in an in- 
terest-bearing bank account. Sev- 
eral telltale signs had made fund 
officials suspicious, though: Some 
of the money orders contained 
identical handwriting and were 
numbered in sequential order, even 
though the purported donors lived in 
different cities. 

Mr. Trie came back in April with 
5179,000 more, but this tune Mr. 
Cardozo said he refused to accept the 
money until the trustees had decided 
what to do with his earlier gifts. 
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BLIZZARD IN THE PLAINS — Motorists driving in Aberdeen, South 
Dakota, where winds prompted state authorities to issue a no- travel advisory. 


AMERICAN 


TOPICS 


Long lire the New Polka! 

In Wise oosin, the polka lives, but it is not 
always a dance that the German and Polish 
immigrants who settled the northern state 
in the last century would recognize. 

Young people^ especially around the 
football-mad town of Green Bay, have giv- 
en the polka their own country-western 
twist, improvising ' and even doing 
cartwheels and somersaults to the tradi- 
tional accordion- and mba-driven tunes. . 

“It is mare raucous, wild,” John Pinter 
of the recently formed Wisconsin Polka 
Hall of Fame told the Boston Globe. “It 
scares the bell out of the older people. ” 

So ft is a mixed-message revival: "While 
only a handful of Milwaukee’s several 
dozen polka palaces are atiH in business, 
more bare have opened dance floors to poDca 
bands, and polka festivals have sprung up 
around the state, says Frank Skome, who 
writes for a journal called The PoDca News. 

And the Polka Hall of Fame has a heady 
goal: to build a cterplex'inchidmg a main 
building shaped Hire an accordion. The 
group already has inducted a first honoree: 
Frank Yankovic, 81, the polka demigod. 
Mr. Yankovic, says Mr. Pinter with rev- 
erence, is “the Ehris of poDca.” 

Short Takes 

Homeless for the holidays? Good luck. 
Nearly a third of the country’s largest 50 
cities have passed restrictions on begging 
since 1 992. Seventy-seven percent of all hig 
U.S. cities now carry such laws, according 
to the National Law Center on Poverty and 


Homelessness. Yet resources to aid and 
shelter the homeless and help them get back 
on their feet are lacking, the report says. The 
center contends that tins amounts to making 
it a crime for those withoat resources to be 
in public, reflecting a dangerous loss of 
compassion. But some like Mark Sidran. 
the Seattle city attorney, defend the tough 
approach. “There is nothing in the great 
tradition of civil liberties,” he says, “about 
parking your butt on the sidewalk.” 

Deer and elk poaching have long been a 
problem in the vast forests of Colorado. Fur 
every six deer killed legally last year, one 
was killed Illegally- But the state wildlife 
division has an able army of recruits to help 
it bag those foolish enough to poach. It uses 
ataerd ofHfe-sized deer and elk decoys, some 
plywood, others fiberglass, some even with 
motorized beads and tails, reports The Den- 
ver Post The decoys are placed near a road, 
and officers lie in wait, cautiously positioned 
since many hunters are busy shots. When a 
poacher fires, officers move in. The decoys, 
when hit, are patched and re-patched. 

With angry and aggressive driver-stak- 
ing an increasing toll on the roads, the advice 
columnist Ann Landers sent out a call for 
signals that drivers can use to acknowledge 
a mistake, lower tempers and defuse a po- 
tential confrontation. Among those pro- 
posed by her readers: Book your forehead ■ 
with a closed fist, as if to say, I'm stupid, I 
shouldn’t have done that. Clasp your hand 
overyourmouth, raise your brows and shrug 
your shoulders, to show mock-honor. Flash 
a big smile while shaking your head con- 
tritely. Try a peace sign, or, depending on 
your inclinations, a military salute. One 
reader suggests the universal gesture for 
surrender: smile and raise both aims, palms 
outward. Of course, if your car is still mov- 
ing, this should be done rather rapidly. 

International Herald Tribune. 


Simpson Expert Backs Down 

Only One Killer and a Quick Death , He Concedes 


Reuters 

SANTA MONICA, Cali- 
fornia — A forensic expen 
who earlier testified that two 
assailants may have 
murdered O. J. Simpson *& ex- 
wife and her friend conceded 
on Tuesday that the foots 
pointed to only one killer. 

Michael Baden, New York 
State Police medical exam- 
iner, also said under cross- 
examination in Mr. Simpson's 
wrongful-death trial mat the 
fatal wounds suffered by 
Nicole Brown Simpson and 
Ronald Goldman were con- 
sistent with one knife. 

Mr. Baden, who was called 
by Mr. Simpson's defense in 
the civil case and who also 
testified on the former foot- 
ball star’s behalf in his crim- 
inal trial, backed down on his 
previous insistence that Mr. 
Goldman struggled with Ms 
killer for 5 to 10 minutes be- 
fore finally succumbing to his 
wounds. 

He had told the jurors on 
Monday that Mr. Goldman 
was probably on his feet for S 
to 10 minutes after he was 
stabbed in the neck, as evid- 
enced by a flow of blood run- 
ning down his shirt and pants 
and into his shoe. 

But Edward Medvene, a 
lawyer for the plaintiffs, 
showed him crime-scene 
photographs on Tuesday in- 
dicating there was no flow of 
blood from Mr. Goldman’s 
shirt onto bus pants and ar- 
gued that the blood on the 
pants came from a stab wound 
to the thigh- 

Mr. Baden then said Mr. 
Goldman might have stayed 
alive for only “two to three 
minutes” after receiving his 
fatal neck wound. 

The length of the struggle 


is important because lawyers 
for the plaintiffs contend the 
murders were committed out- 
side Nicole Simpson's con- 
dominium at about 10:33 to 
10:40 PM. 

Mr. Simpson was spotted 
in his driveway by a lim- 
ousine driver at about 10:55 
PM. The less time it took to 
commit the murders, the more 
time he would have had to get 
back to his mansion 2 miles (3 
kilometers) away. 

Mr. Simpson was acquitted 
in October 1995 of criminal 
charges in the June 12, 1994. 
murders. 

Mr. Baden testified on 
Monday that he reached the 
conclusion that more than one 
assailant was involved be- 
cause “it would have been 
very difficult for a single per- 
petrator to control multiple 
victims in a public place.” 

“I can’t understand how 
these two people were 
murdered and not yell out un- 
less there were two people 
there.” he said. Only one wit- 
ness has reported hearing 
screams. Robert Heidstra 
testified that he was walking 
his dog behind Nicole 
Simpson s condominium 
when he heard a male voice 
shout “Hey! Hey! Hey!” and 
a deeper voice rumble in an- 
swer at about 10:35 to 10:40 
PM. 

But asked on Tuesday by 
Mr. Medvene, "Would it be 
fair to say that based on the 
facts you know of, that the 
facts are consistent with only 
one assailant?" 

Mr. Baden replied, “It 
would be consistent with one 
person.” 

Mr. Medvene then asked, 
“It would be your testimony 
that all of the knife wounds 


axe consistent with being de- 
livered by one knife?” 

“Yes, could be,” Mr. 
Baden responded. He agreed 
that with the kind of fetal in- 
juries sustained by the victims, 
the assailant need not have 
been injured in the attack. 

But Mr. Baden said the 
chances that curved abrasions 
on the back of Mr. Simpson's 
left hand were caused by one 
or both of the victims' fin- 
gernails were “One-tenth of 
one percent” 

He also noted that Mr. 
Simpson's skin was not found 
underneath die fingernails of 
Nicole Brown Simpson or 
Mr. Goldman, but he agreed 
with Mr. Medvene that it was 
“very rare” to find skin un- 
der fingernails in such cases. 

Mr. Medvene also asked 
Mr. Baden about his custom- 
ary fee of $2*500 to $3,000 for 
consulting on cases. 

Mr. Baden said he was 
billing only $ 1 ,500a day “be- 
cause of the defendant's in- 
ability to pay more money.” 


Union Drafts Legislative Goals 

NEW Y ORK — Even though the AFL-CIO failed in its 
efforts to return Congress to Democratic control. John 
Sweeney, the federation's president, has outlined some 
ambitious legislative goals that include revising the new 
welfare law and revamping health care to provide medical 
insurance to more children. 

Asserting that the 13-million member federation plans to 
speak out more for working families, he said the AFL-CIO 
would push to soften the welfare law's provisions that deny 
benefits to immigrants and that are expected to push mote 
children into poverty by denying their parents benefits. 

Mr. Sweeney's aides have said that in drafting the 
AFL-OO’s legislative goals, its leaders focused on issues 
that can enlist broad public support and rally workers to 
labor's banner. 

To advance its goals. Mr. Sweeney said unions would 
seek to work closely with moderate Republicans to forge 
a majority even though the AFL-CIO angered many 
Republican moderates by attacking them in the fail elec- 
tion campaign. 

“We will be looking to have discussions with moderate 
Republicans and especially new members of Congress to 
make them aware of the issues that workers are confronted 
with," Mr. Sweeney said, noting that unions will begin a 
systematic effort to have their members meet regularly 
with members of Congress in their home districts. (NYT) 

Enforcing Nursing Home Norms 

WASHINGTON — The White House on Tuesday 
quickly rejected a proposal to reduce inspections of 
federally funded nursing homes after the idea drew cri- 
ticism from consumer groups and stale officials. 

“It's probably not going anywhere anytime fast,” the 
presidential spokesman, Michael McCurry, said. Another 
administration official, speaking on condition of an- 
onymity, said the proposal was dead. 

Government data show that more than two-thirds of 
nursing homes do not folly comply with federal stan- 
dards. Federal officials said narrowing the scope of 
reviews would make it easier to target the worst cases. 
The New York Times and Los Angeles Times reported 
Tuesday. 

Mr. McCurry said the administration was trying to find 
ways to better use dwindling resources in the effort to 
crack down on nursing homes. 

He said there needed to be “some effort to make sure 
we target resources on bad nursing homes.” 

But the idea to streamline inspections never made it to 
the White House or the desk of Health and Human 
Services Secretary Donna Shalala for review, according 
to Mr. McCurry. (AP) 


Quote /Unquote 


President Bill Clinton, announcing a “national 
strategy” for fighting AIDS: “None of us can afford to sit 
by and watch this epidemic continue to take our neigh- 
bors. friends and loved ones from us. HTV/AIDS affects 
us all. and we must wage this battle together until we can 
proclaim victory.”- (WP) 


Away From Politics 

• The Food and Drag Administration has urged doctors to 
consider giving a second flu shot to high-risk patients — 
particularly those with chronic heart or lung diseases — who 
might have received an inadequately potent vaccine. (API 

• Financial hardship has forced some families of the 230 
people who died on TWA Flight 800 to seek their $75,000 in 
survivor’s benefits, a spokesman for the families said. (AP) 

• A 3-year-old Dallas boy died after his father punched him 
several times in the stomach for making too much noise during 
a televised Dallas Cowboys football game, police said. (AP) 

• Two large chunks of Challenger washed up on the Florida 
shore neatly 1 1 years after the space shuttle exploded (AP) 
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ASIA/PACIFIC 


Asia Anxiously Awaits Washington’s Defense Review 


By Michael Richardson 

InlemaL'iu] Herald Tribune 


SINGAPORE — Just as it seeks to stabilize 
relations with China, Japan and other key coun- 
tries in Asia, die United States risks sending a 
destabilizing signal to the region by under- 
taking a major defense review that some of- 
ficials and analysts say could result in cuts in 
U.S. forces stationed in the Western Pacific. 

Current U.S. defense strategy, based on the 
last review in 1994. sets a floor of 100.000 
troops in Asia — including 47.000 in Japan 
and 37.000 in South Korea — "for the fore- 
seeable future.” An additional 100.000 troops 
are allocated to Europe. 

Such positioning assumes U.S. forces 
might have to fight wars against two op- 
ponents “nearly simultaneously.” 

The review, to be completed in mid-May, 
will reassess this war-fighting contingency, 
and the overall shape and structure of the U.S. 
military. This comes at a time of changing 
requirements for overseas operations, includ- 


ing increased peacekeeping, and strong pres- 
sure for further budget cuts. 

In Tokyo recently. William Perry, the out- 
going U.S. defense secretary, gave assurance 
that Washington would maintain 100,000 
troops in Asia. 

But shortly afterward, the Kyodo press 
agency quoted an unnamed defense official in 
Washington as saying that the review was 
likely to result in cutbacks, including pulling 
out several thousand Marines from Okinawa, 
the main U.5. military base area in Japan, and 
removing some air force F- 16 warplanes from 
the Misawa Air Base in Aomori Prefecture. 

“These mixed signals of U.S. intent are 
dangerous.” a Southeast Asian official said 
Tuesday. “Strategic uncertainty is what fuels 
tensions and the arms buildup in the region ” 

President Fidel Ramos of the Philippines 
gave a similar warning earlier this month. ' ‘The 
regional environment continues to be unsettled 
because die big powers have yet to clear up 
their interests and intentions.” he said. 

Since then, the United States has agreed to 


a modest expansion of military cooperation 
with China. That followed an agreement in 
Manila last month between President Bill 
Clinton and his Chinese counterpart. Jiang 
Zemin, ro exchange top-level political visits 
in 1997 and 1998 to stabilize ties between the 
two countries. 

The Clinton administration also has re- 
stored stability to its relations with Japan by 
narrowing differences over trade issues and 
intensifying security cooperation. 

Asian countries want to see smoother ties 
among the United States. China and Japan 
because they regard the relationship between 
the three major Asia-Pacific powers as critical 
for continued economic growth and a pre- 
dictable balance of power in the region. 

But America's friends in Asia continue to 
be concerned thai “what they are seeing is a 
power in decline that is drifting toward some 
' form of isolationism.” said Paul Dibb, head of 
the Strategic and Defense Studies Center at the 
Australian National University in Canberra. 

“At the same time, - ’ he added, “there is a 


general recognition almost everywhere in 
Asia — except in China and North Korea — 
that America is the single most important 
factorin ensuring that strategic equiiibriatn is 
maintained.” 

Officials and analysts said questions were 
still being raised about how a reduced U.S. 
security presence might encourage China, Ja- 
pan and other countries in the region to de- 
velop stronger, more assertive armed forces. 

Toricel Patterson, a senior associate ar the 
Pacific Forum CSIS, a Honolulu-based re- 
search institute affiliated with the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies in Wash- 


Ex-Defense Chief Sentenced 


ingron, said there was an urgent need for the 
Washineton to consult Asian countries about 


Washington to consult Asian countries about 
the implications of the defense review. 

The aim should be to 1 ‘ secure the long-term 
stability of Asia and the Pacific, and Amer- 
ica's critical role in it.” he said. “Failure todo 
so will lead to die perception of an American 
strategic withdrawal from Asia within 5 to 10 
years and a consequent significant rise in 
regional instability.” 


SEOUL — . A former defense minister was sentenced 
Tuesday ro fair years in prison for accepting bribes and 
leaking military secrets wink m office. 

' The ' Seoul District Court iso fined Lee Yang. Ho 
$179,000, the amount he was accused of coking from the 
Daewoo group of companies. ; 

At an earlier court session; Mr. Lee bad admitted to 
taking the money from Daewoo, which was seeking to 
seli combat helicopters to riid government Mr. Lee also 
admitted to giving an arms deafer a mismooiUlining Sou®" 
Korea's plans to buy weapons. 

On Monday, an appeals court gave suspended jail teniy 
of two andatialf years to tbreepiommenibiisiD^smea--- 
including one from Daewoo — for bribing former Pres- 
ident Rm Tae Woo to wm government contracts. 

Two other Daewoo executivesalso were found gofljy . 
on Tuesday of bribing Mr. Lee. but were released with 
suspended sentences of 2 to 3 years. (APy 


Tamil Bomber Kills Policeman 


China and U.S. Push for Stronger Links 


Reiners 

BRUSSELS — In a closed-circuit 
television call between Belgium and 
Hawaii, Secretary of Defense William 
Perry and Defense Minister Chi Haotian 
of China stressed Tuesday the impor- 
tance of improving Washing ton -Beijing 
ties despite differences over Taiwan and 
other issues. 

The 30-minute “teleconference” be- 


tween Mr. Perry, in Belgium for aNATO 
meeting, and General Chi. who was in 
Hawaii winding up a two-week U.S. 


visit, was "very cordial," according to 
Ken Bacon, a Pentagon spokesman. 

Both men called for improving bi- 
lateral relations. Mr. Bacon said. Such 
ties appear to be back on track after 


disputes overarms proliferation, human 
rights, trade and Taiwan, which Beijing 
considers a renegade province. 

* ‘We still have differences, but we can 
manage those," Mr. Perry told General 
Chi. * ‘This was a very good visit for both 
countries. * ' The Chinese minister sat at a 
table in Hawaii next to the Admiral 
Joseph Prueher. who is commander of 
U.S. forces in the Pacific. 

General Chi. who met with Mr, Perry 
and President Bill Clinton in Washing- 
ton last week before touring the U.S. 
Pacific military headquarters and other 
bases, thanked" Mr. Perry' for giving his 
personal attention to the visit. 

“China and the United States share 
common interests and responsibilities,” 


he said, adding that be looked forward to 
further cooperation in 1997. 

“The question of Taiwan should and 
can be resolved,” General Chi said. 


i Beijing Criticizes U.S. Media 


Beijing lashed out Tuesday at what it 
ascribed as “discordant voices” in the 


described as “discordant voices” in the 
U.S. media, some of which it said were 
seeking to push China and the United 
States to the brink of war. Agence 


France-Presse reported from Beijing. 
“These people cling stubbornly 


Taipei Foreign Minister on Road 


A genre Franre-Presse 

TAIPEI — Foreign Minister John 
Chang of Taiwan has left on a secret 
mission to the Middle East, the fourth 
overseas trip since he took office in 


May. Taipei media reported Tuesday. 
Mr. Chang will meet with hieh- 


Mr. Chang will meet with high- 
ranking officials of United Arab 
Emirates and Jordan to cement and 
upgrade ties. China Television Station 
reported. Neither country has diplo- 
matic links with Taiwan. 


The Foreign Ministry declined to 
comment. 

Mr. Chang's latest mission began 
hours after he said Taiwan would sus- 
pend air links with South Africa to 
protest against Pretoria's planned dip- 
lomatic recognition of Beijing. 

Only 30 countries recognize 
Taiwan. Beijing has regarded the is- 
land as a breakaway province since 
the communists drove nationalist 
forces there in 1949. 


“These people cling stubbornly to 
their Cold War viewpoints and jump to 
conclusions based on false assump- 
tions,” the Xinhua news agency said, 
citing recent articles in The Washington 
Post. The New York Times and In- 
ternational Herald Tribune. 

The commentary specifically targeted 
a Times opinion piece by Representative 
Danny Burton mat suggested an Amer- 
ican boycott of Chinese products. 

Xinhua argued that the Indiana Re- 
publican should have “remembered” 
such boycotts are reasonable only be- 
tween nations at war with each other. 

“Although Burton harbors a not-very- 
well -disguised hatred of socialist China, 
does that allow him to push the two 
countries to the brink of war?' ' it said. 

Arguing that boycott calls could serve 
only to poison bilateral ties, Xinhua said 
Americans were “intelligent enough not 
to be fooled into thinking that it would be 
wise to take part in the move.” 



COLOMBO — A Tamil Tiger suicide bomber killed a 
senior Sri Lankan police commando in the country's east 
on Tuesday, the police said. 

“A suicide bomber on a motorcycle rammed into 
Senior Superintendent of Police Upali Sahabandn's 
vehicle,” a senior officer said, referring , co Mr. 
Sahabandu, a member of the Special Task Force. . 

The bomber died in the attack, which occurred in the 
late afternoon just north of the town of Karativu, die 
police said. Mr. Sahabandu’s driver was wounded in the 
blast, they said. (Reuters) 


Politician Charged in Manila 


MANILA — Philippine prosecutors on Tuesday filed 
charges of statutory rape against a congressman from 
President fidel Ramos’s ruling coalition, accusing him of 
sexual relations with an Il-year-oId girL 
Justice Secretary Teofisto Gumgona said the .sate 


a “fairy tale” and accused prosecutors of bowing to 
media pressure “to satisfy crae-’s appetite for btocxL* 
Manila newspapers brokenews of die case in August at 
a time of public uproar over crimes involving politicians 
rad other prominent people said to be beyond the reach of 
die law. . (Reuters) 


North Korea Tightens Border 



SEOUL — North Korea has doubled is guard posts 
along its border with China to prevent people escaping 
becai^ offoodtiK>rtagies.defectorasaidl\i^day. ' 

“The recent exodus of people has prompted North 
Korea to strengthen its border guard, so we had a hard 
time crossing the border,” said Choi Young Ho. a po- 
liceman who helped afemfly of 16 North Koreans get out 
of the country. 

Mr. Choi and the 16-member family completed a 
dramatic 1,870-mifc (2,990 kOometor) overland journey 


VtqecjB YofTkr AmdadRcn 

HONG KONG HOLIDAY — Bright, colorful dec- 
orations drawing shoppers in Tsim Sba Tsui district 


dramatic 1.870-mile (2,990 kObmetor) overland journey 
through China to Hong Kong rad arrived in Seoul last 
week. ... , ■ . (AFP) 
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Hunt for Bosnia War Criminals? 


NATO Allies Lukewarm to U.S. Plan for Special Police 
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By William Drozd iak 

Washington Post Service 

— Wasbinton is ur- 
>ts NATO allies to support a 
specially trained police force that 
to Bosnia to hunt sus- 
pected war criminals, reducing pres- 
JjPf on a smaller peacekeeping Force 

weekT^ ta * B ,tS P 0 ®^ 01115 

But the American proposal has 
met with a lukewarm reception from 
sevaal European countries, includ- 
in g Prance and Italy, which have the 
paramlitary capability of performing 
such tasks. Those countries are re- 
portedly worried that such a miss ion 
could involve firelights and subject 
th eir tro ops to reprisals from bel- 
ligerents loyal to the war criminals 

Despite public outrage in the West, 
NATO commanders have steadfastly 
refused to engage in manhunts for 
war criminals, al lowing such indicted 
figures as the Bosnian Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzic and his militaiy 
commander, Ratko Mladic, to remain 
} at large in Serb-held territory. 

At their annual winter meeting. 
NATO defense ministers approved a 
3 1 ,000-member Bosnia stabilization 
force for 18 months to replace an 
international peacekeeping contin- 
gent whose mandate expires Friday. 

General George Joulwan, the al- 
lied commander in Europe, said Op- 
eration Joint Guard would confront 
“very different tasks" than the 
60.000 troops who were sent into 
Bosnia to separate the combatants. 


isolate heavy weapons, and carry out 
the peace accords signed in Dayton. 
Ohio, by Balkan leaders last year. 

* ‘Bosnia is now linked to the 
Europe and the rest of the world.” 
General Joul wan said, noting that 
NATO troops had built 60 bridges, 
cleared mines from main roads and 
restored train service to much of the 
country. 

The primary goals of the smaller 
stabilization force, he said, would be 
to thwart a return to war by pre- 
venting any spring offensive by 
various belligerents. He also said it 
would seek to create a secure en- 
vironment for municipal elections 
that are due to be held by summer. 

General Joulwan said he was con- 
fident that the force was large enough 
to cope with prevailing threats. 

“We will concentrate on our prin- 
cipal tasks,” he said. “But if con- 
ditions change, I will not hesitate to 
come back and ask for more 
troops.” 

william Perry, making his final 
visit to the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization headquarters before 
be steps down as defense secretary, 
made a spirited pitch for the police 
force to hunt war criminals at the 
meeting Tuesday. But U.S. officials 
said Europeans continued to express 
reluctance about the proposal. 

According to some reports, Mr. 
Karadzic has been waved through 
NATO-operated checkpoints. While 
Western governments have vowed 
repeatedly to bring Balkan war crim- 
inals to justice, military leaders have 


EUROPE 
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grave apprehensions because of the 
risk their troops might get bogged 
down in guerrilla warfare. 

During a visit to Sarajevo, the 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
General John Shalikashvili, warned 
that NATO troops were not trained 
for “police work” and should not be 
compelled to expand their mission 
to undertake tasks they were not 
equipped to carry out effectively. 

“I think NATO should confine 
itself to the military aspects of this 
operation," he said. “TTiey’ve done 
that job extremely well. 

“After many years of experience. 
1 am convinced we must not make 
the mistake to think that soldiers, 
because they do soldierly acts well, 
are also trained policemen and can 
do police work well.” 

An International Police Task 
Force of civilian volunteers is in 
Bosnia, but its mandate allows only 
for observing situations and helping 
local police forces. The international 
force has not been given the respon- 
sibility to make arrests by itself. 

Carl Bildt, die former Swedish 
prime minister who oversees the 
civil reconstruction program in Bos- 
nia, has called for a specially trained 
police force to be dispatched to ap- 
prehend all those charged with war 
crimes by The Hague Tribunal. 

■ Milosevic Meets Students 

President Slobodan Milosevic of 
Serbia took another step Tuesday to- 
ward detente with demonstrators 
protesting the cancellation of local 
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STOP THIEF! — A cardboard replica of Britain's new £2 coin 
being carried to the Exchequer in London on Tuesday. The 
white and yellow coin is to he introduced at the end of next year. 


elections, promising to respect the 
will of the electorate, Agence France- 
Presse reported from Belgrade. 

Mr. Milosevic told student lead- 
ers, whom he met for the first rime in 
more than four weeks of protests, 
“to do everything necessary so that 
the law and the vote of citizens is 
respected,” the students said. 

But the student leaders, who 
urged the president to recognize op- 
position victories in voting last 


month in 15 of the republic's 18 
main towns, said his pledge related 
only to their own city, Nis. 

Mr. Milosevic later ordered the 
Serbian government to handle the 
case of the Nis results, the official 
Tanjug press agency reported. 

The president's pledge, which fol- 
lowed two recent court decisions in 
favor of the Together opposition, did 
not prevent 70,000 demonstrators 
from taking to the streets Tuesday. 


Thousands of Greeks 
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Strike Against Austerity Security Leaks Spur Outcry m Spam 


The Associated Press 

ATHENS — Thousands of Greek workers at home and 
abroad stayed away from work Tuesday to protest gov- 
ernment austerity,, as fanners threatened to bring their 
nearly monthlong uprising to the capital. 

Civil servants joined a global strike by Greek seamen 
and by diplomats, who have closed more than 150 em- 
bassies and consulates for the past week, in seeking an end 
to Prime Minister Costas Simitis’s European Union- 
inspired austerity policies. Parliament is debating die 
budget this week. 

Other strikers on daylong or 48-bour strikes included 
teachers, tax and Finance Ministry officials, and em- 
ployees at customs houses around the country. Bankers 
and the General Confederation of Greek Labor staged 
three-hour stoppages. Farmers said they would stage 
demonstrations in Athens on Thursday. 


Reuters 

’ MADRID — Concerns over govern- 
ment security leaks have overshadowed 
charges in supposedly secret papers that 
the state ran death squads in die 1980s. 

The uproar began Monday when the 
pro-conservative newspaper El Mundo 
published the first four of a promised 20 
documents purportedly showing that the 
former Socialist government organized 
a “dirty war” against Basque separatist 
rebels. 

The complete publication on Monday 
and Tuesday of alleged military intel- 
ligence papers spurred calls by politi- 
cians to shut down Spain's secret service 
agency. 

“For me, the biggest concern in this 
whole affair is the very serious breach of 


security it represents," said Jose Maria 
Michavila, secretary of stale for par- 
liamentary relations. “The second in 
command of security fled with these 


El Mundo said that it had obtained the 
papers after “intense investigative re- 
porting” and said they clearly showed 
that the military intelligence agency set 
up the death squads known as the Ami- 
Terrorist Liberation Groups, or GAL. 

The death squads killed 28 people 
from 1983 to 1987 in a campaign of 
bombings, kidnappings, torture and 
murder against the Basque guerrilla or- 
ganization known as ETA. 

High officials and former security 
chiefs in the 13-year Socialist govern- 
ment have been charged with forming 


the death squads, allegations that con- 
tributed to the defeat of Prime Minister 
Felipe Gonzalez in the elections that 
were held last March. 

Attorney General Juan Ortiz Urvulo 
has said that the documents could 
provide evidence for reopening a high- 
level investigation of former govern- 
ment officials, but he said it had to be 
proved that they were papers from the 
military intelligence agency and not 
court transcripts. 

The courts have requested declassi- 
fication of the documents, but the gov- 
ernment has refused, citing reasons of 
state security. 

The Supreme Court is due to rule early 
next year on whether the government 
must hand them over. 
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British Opposition Rejects 
Tories' Ibting Cooperation 

LONDON — The Labour and Liberal Democrat 
Parties said Tuesday that they would end cooperation in 
voting procedures with the governing Conservatives in 
January after what they said was govemineni “double 
counting" in a key vote. 

Officials of both opposition panics said they had dis- 
covered the double counting after the government sur- 
vived a key coniest on Europe on Monday by 1 1 votes. 

The opposition officials said the government had 
offered both panics the same three names of members of 
Parliament for 'pairing” — a system to allow MPs to be 
absent for key votes without affecting the result. 

The decision will make it harder for Prime Minister 
John Major to pass legislation and thus continue in power 
until the latest date for an election, in May. The gov- 
ernment, trailing in the polls, lost its parliamentary ma- 
jority last week. (Reuters) 

6 East Germans Join Kohl 

BERLIN — Six Eastern German civil-rights activists 
joined Chancellor Helmut Kohl's party Tuesday in a 
move that highlighted the lingering problem German 
parries are having in dealing with Communists in the 
east. 

Vera Lengsfeld. a member of Parliament for the Green 
Party, led five more eastern civil-rights leaders irto Mr. 
Kohl's Christian Democratic Union, calling it the only 
bulwark against communism. 

She was the sole member of Parliament in the group. 
The shift increased the center-right coalition’s majority in 
Parliament to 12 seats from 10. (Reuters) 

Ciller Orders Casinos to Shut. 

ANKARA — Deputy Prime Minister Tansu Ciller 
ordered Tuesday that casinos in major hotels should be 
shut, supporting efforts by the Islamist-led coalition 
government to curb gambling. 

“Casinos make mothers, families and children suffer 
and harm family budgets.” said Mrs. Ciller, who also 
serves as foreign minister. 

It was not clear when the order would become law. 

Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan's Welfare Party 
opposes gambling, which Islam regards as a sin. I API 

Slovakia Backs Subversion Bill 

BRATISLAVA, Slovakia — Slovakia's Parliament 
approved a reworked draft Tuesday of an anti-subversion 
law that has been criticized by the European Union and 
the United States. 

The law. which sets out punishment for such acts as 
organizing anti-government demonstrations, was ap- 
proved by 66 voters, with 5 against and 6 abstentions. 
Only 77" deputies'' were present in the 150-seat Par- 
liament. 

Members of ail opposition ponies walked out in protest 
before the vote. 

The law. which borrows from Communist-cra legis- 
lation. has aroused strong opposition in Slovakia as well 
as criticism from Western powers. 

The new version omits a clause that would have made 
spreading false information abroad punishable, but re- 
tains all other controversial elements. < Reuters) 
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FORT LAUDERDALE, Saturday, July 22- u How 
to locate something a customer can’t describe" is 
not a course we offer employees at American Express. 
So how Donna Merritt a supervisor in one of our 
Florida offices, ever 'helped a Cardmember recover a 
very unusual etching* is beyond us. 

Our guess is that Donna, like a lot of the people 
who wort for American Express, knows something 
about the art of customer service. Mainly, that it isn’t a 
service, but lots of services— many of which don’t have 
names or procedures 


or restrictions. Come 
to think of iL it’s also 
something you can’t 
describe. 
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Israel Rebuffs Clinton 
On Settlement Criticism 


Rearers 

JERUSALEM — Israel rejected cri- 
ticism by President Bill Clinton about 
Jewish settlements and vowed Tuesday 
to strengthen its hold on the outposts 
that Mr. Clinton called an obstacle to 
peace. 

‘‘The policy of this government is to 
strengthen settlement in places where it 
exists.” Defense Minister Yitzhak Mor- 
dechai said in the Gaza Strip after he 
visited settlers there. 

“There are natural needs and nec- 
essary growth and I believe this policy is 
clear and was explained to every national 
or international element,” he said. 

At the While House on Monday. Mr. 
Clinton roughened his stance against an 
Israeli settlement revival in occupied 
Arab lands by Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu. 

Asked if he would call settlements an 
obstacle to peace, Mr. Clinton respond- 
ed. “Absolutely.” 

In further U.S. criticism. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher expressed dis- 
appointment Tuesday with the pace of 
Israeli-Palestinian talks on a partial Is- 
raeli troop pullback in the west Bank 
town of Hebron. 

“It appears that the discussions on 
Hebron are not making the progress that 
we had all hoped they would make.” 
Mr. Christopher said in Washington. 


In the dispute over settlers. Israel 
announced in the last week that it would 
grant financial benefits to West Bank 
settlements, raising tensions with Pal- 
estinian authorities. The Israeli action 
followed the killing of a settler mother 
and her young son by Arab gunmen. 

Mr. Netanyahu declined comment on 
Mr. Clinton’s remarks, but his com- 
munications chief. David Bar-Illan, 
shrugqed them off. 

Mr Bar-Illan said that Washington, 
not Israel, had to change its policy and 
insisted that relations between the two 
were as excellent as ever. 

“The position of the administration 
on the settlements has been consistent,” 
he said. * ‘They are opposed ro any activ- 
ity on the settlements and we have to try 
to change their minds but obviously we 
haven't been able to.” 

■ Kissinger’s Views 

Henry Kissinger said Tuesday that 
the establishment of a Palestinian state 
was inevitable. The Associated Press 
reported from Washington. 

The former secretary of state called 
for wide-ranging negotiations on the 
future of Israeli settlements and the ex- 
tent of an Israeli pullback on the West 
Bank. But he said Israel could not be 
expected to withdraw to the lines it held 
before the 1967 war. 



BOEING: The Foreign Policy Difficulties 
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Prime Minister Netanyahu making a point at a news conference Tuesday. 


ISRAEL: Attacks on Prime Minister Netanyahu Have Become Shrill and Constant 


Continued from Page 1 

tised Mr, Netanyahu. Israeli editorials 
lambasted him and security officials 
called crisis meetings. 

From their tightly guarded offices in 
Jerusalem. Mr. Netanyahu and his ad- 
visers fought back with a combination 
of tough talk and soothing rationaliz- 
ations. 

“We are under an attack aimed at us 
ail. ‘ ' the prime minister thundered in one 
interview, evoking an image of Israel 
once again standing up to a hostile world 
and charging that Palestinian leaders 
were planning a wave of violence. 

In other interviews and statements, he 
explained that restoring the incentives 
for settlers was intended to equalize 
their benefits with those of other Israelis 
living in hardship areas and had nothing 
to do with the issue of peace with the 
Palestinians. 

After Mr. Arafat spoke on the tele- 
phone with Mr. Netanyahu late Sunday, 
tensions seemed to subside, bur the re- 
proaches continued. 

Criticism of the prime minister has 
flowed from all sides. The United States 


is now distancing itself from Mr. Net- 
anyahu in public, while in private some 
officials are speaking of his actions with 
dismay. 

President Bill Ginton, for example, 
said that Israel was at a juncture that is 
“full of tension, and full of frustration,” 
and urged Israel not to reignite the set- 
tlement issue. 

The constant hints a month ago that 
agreement on an Israeli pullout from 
Hebron was imminent have been re- 
placed by grim warnings. Mr. Arafat 
spoke of a “time bomb,” while Shimon 
Peres, the Labor Party leader and ar- 
chitect of the peace agreements, charged 
that the government was “unwittingly 
bringing Israel to the gates of war.” 

In the daily Yedioth Ahronoth, the 
popular columnist Nahum Barnea 
wrote: “Six months after its establish- 
ment. the Netanyahu government has 
been shorn of all policy.” 

In an editorial on the same theme. 
Ha'aretz declared that six months was 
little time for the government to show 
achievements in the fields of security, 
economy or society, “but long enough to 
cause severe damage in those areas.” 


Within the government. Mr. Netan- 
yahu managed to fall afoul of the power- 
ful and respected intelligence and mil- 
itary establishments as each side leaked 
recriminations over who was to blame 
for the big crises of the fall — the 
violence triggered by Israel’s opening 
of the tourist tunnel entrance in Septem- 
ber and the current flap over settler 
incentives. 

Reports surfaced last weekend that 
Ami Ayalon, the head of the internal 
security agency. Shin Bet, sternly 
warned Mr. Netanyahu during a meet- 
ing Thursday against any decision to 
bolster the settlements. The Teaks re- 
portedly led to angry exchanges at a 
meeting Monday between Mr. Netan- 
yahu and the Defense and Security 
Committee of the Parliament. 

Compounding Mr. Netanyahu’s 
plight was the fact that the actions that 
provoked such criticism from one side 
gained him little praise from the other. 
Settlers, already suspicious of the prime 
minister over his readiness to withdraw 
from Hebron, denounced the decision 

a them economic benefits as an 
ciently “Zionist” response to the 


shooting last week of a settler and her 
son, and demanded approval to con- 
struct new settlements. 

Even the conservative Jerusalem 
Post, once a staunch supporter, now 
finds fault with Mr. Netanyahu over the 
settlement issue for giving the Pales- 
tinian Authority “the ammunition it 
needs” to rally the world against Is- 
rael. 

Mr. Netanyahu's defense comes in a 
characteristic but confusing blend of 
classic revisionist ideology — in which 
he stands as the defender of an Israel on 
which the world is ready to pounce at the 
slightest provocation — and the tough, 
snappy television style that initially 
gained him political attention as a young 
United Nations ambassador. 

The Arabs, he says, have to get used 
to the fact (hat a Labor government 
whose motto was “give and give” has 
been replaced by one that says “give 
and take.” 

In his view, the violence after the 
tunnel opening, the current tensions and 
the delay in reaching agreement on 
Hebron are ail a ploy by Mr. Arafat to 
trigger Internationa] attacks on Israel. 


Continued from Page I 

Monday. “And usually, there’s no easy 
answer.” 

In statistical terms alone. Boeing’s 
influence would not seem to be greatly 
affected by its huge acquisition: Mc- 
Donnell Douglas’s sales of commercial 
aircraft have flagged in recent years, and 
by the time the company decided a 
merger was the only way out, n com- 
manded just 5 percent of commercial 
aircraft sales around the world. 

But because Boeing now stands 
alone, it will be viewed by governments 
worldwide — which ultimately make 
most of the choices about what aircraft 
to buy — as a commercial extension of 
the U.S. government. 

“When Boeing comes to Washing- 
ton w describe what it needs abroad, it 
will now be on much more powerful 
ground," said Jeffrey Garten, who left 
his post a year ago as undersecretary of 
commerce responsible for pressing 
American industrial interests abroad to 
become dean of the School of Man- 
agement ar Yale. 

“It will now be supporting jobs in 
every state from California to Missouri, 
and so you have to think that its desires 
for the direction, of American foreign 
policy will become more influential 
than ever.” 

Already. Boeing has a corporate for- 
eign policy that ranks among the most 
subtle and sophisticated. But even as it 
continues to speak softly, it will cany a 
bigger stick. 

This year, in an unusual gesture. Boe- 
ing held a meeting of its board in 
Beijing. Ii has lobbied President Bill 
Clinton's administration and Congress 
to end the annual review of China's 
trading status, pressing Washington to 
award Beijing “permanent roost - 
favored-nation” status. The change 
would enable all sides to avoid the an- 
nual debate over whether the admin- 
istration’s commercial engagement 
with China is actually improving thar 
nation's performance on human rights. 

When America angers China, Philip 
Condiu Boeing’s chierratecutive, said this 
year, “We are the designated hostage." 

The most difficult foreign-policy test 
is likely to center on demands from 
ocher countries to shore in technology. 
As the price of entry into their emerging 
markets, savvy countries around the 
world insist upon commitments from 
Airbus or Boeing or other manufac- 
turers to move assembly jobs and tech- 
nology to their countries, often setting 
up bidding wars in which an offer to 
manufacture, say, a tail section is played 
off against another to train workers in 
assembling fuselages. 

Airbus, also eager to expand its mar- 
ket share around the world, has long 
been considered a target for such tactics, 
and so had McDonnell Douglas as it 
sought to bolster its dwindling com- 


mercial -aircraft business. 

Boeing has been the most resistant to 
such demands, hut the pressure keeps 
mounting. “The Chinese make linkages A 
to other issues that they would decty if " 
we made the same.” CharicneBarehef- 
sky . the acting U.S. trade representative, 
said. 

Whatever the outcome. Boeing’s 
emergence as America’s sole aircraft 
maker can be expected to heighten ten- 
sions with Europe. 

For years the United Stales has com- 
plained that Airbus, with support from its 
European sponsors, has been willing to 
sell goods for less than their costs to 
ensure its survival. European officials 
and executives have responded that 
America subsidizes its industry, too, by 
having the Pentagon pay for research ^ 
development of technologies thar soon 
find their way. into commercial planes-. 

“I- wouldn't be surprised ifwe re- 
doubled pur efforts to make sure Airbus 
prospers.” one senior Eufoptsan official 
visiting Washington said a few hours 
after the Boeine-McDormell deal was 
announced. “Now tire American in- 
dustry looks more like our own.” 

HONGKONG: 

Polity Is Outlined 

Continued from Page I 

a Chinese person, my definition of 
Chinese values includes freedom, 
democracy and the rule of law.” 

Mr. Tung pointedly distanced iriin- 
self from the position of Chinese of- 
ficials here that Britain's colonial pres- 
ence has been only detrimental to Hong 
Kong, a view repeatedly stated by the 
head of the Communist Party and the 
senior Chinese representative here, 
Zhou Nan. 

“For the past 150 years, we have 
been strongly influenced by Western 
culture, education and values," Mr. 
Tong said. “Indeed, much of the suc- 
cess of Hong Kong today is attributable 
to tire Western system of governance 
and the freedom we enjoy today." 

Reacting to a widespread concern 
within the- business community that 
mainland entities wiQ seek special priv- M 
lieges and sweetheart deals. Mr. Tung 
warned such enterprises that doing busi- 
ness in Hong Kong would mean playing 
by the rules. 

“We must demonstrate through prac- 
tice that all players — big or small, rich or 
poor, whether mainland, local or- inter- 
national — will have equal opportunity 
to participate in all areas of Hong Kong, ” 
he said “We must also deal resolutely 
with any organization at a provincial or 
city level from mainland China who will 
be seeking favors in establishing them- 
selves in Hong Kong. ” • 
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West Unveils Lebanon Aid Package 


4 Challenge Seen 
To Syrian Power 

By Thomas W. Lippman 

/W&nw 

l; ,^ AS ’™ GTON - n« United 
Elates, the European Union and several 
other countries have announced a major 
infusion of economic and military aid to 
Lebanon aimed at speeding its recon- 
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fully earned oul, the program 
would present a strong challenge to Syr- 
lan hegemony over Lebanon. Syria, 
which has never recognized Lebanon's 
independence, has 35,000 troops in Le- 
banon, condones the presence there of 
known terrorist groups and has vetoed 
Lebanese participation in Middle East 
peace negotiations. 

Secretary of State Warren Christoph- 
er, in announcing the aid program, said, 
“Let me also reaffirm U.S. support for 
the sovereignty and territorial integrity 
of Lebanon, and for the ultimate with- 
drawal from Lebanon of all foreign 
forces.” 

Israel also has proops in Lebanon, 
patrolling a “security zone” just north 
of the Israel-Lebanon bender. The 
United States has long assumed, 
however, that Israel would willing ly 
pull out of Lebanon, if the threat from 
Islamic militant groups based there 
were eliminated by a peace agreement 

Representatives of 29 countries and 
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Prime Minister Rafik Hariri of Lebanon, left, and Janies Wolfensohn of 
the World Bank signing loan agreements in Washington this week. 


eight international institutions said after 
a “Friends of Lebanon” meeting at the 
State Department that they would 
provide development assistance, recon- 
struction loans, military equipment and 
police training worth $1 billion imme- 
diately and $2.2 billion eventually. 

Direct U.S. assistance to Lebanon 
will increase tenfold next year, to more 
than $20 million, the Stale Department 
spokesman. Nicholas Boms, said. The 
package will include $12 million in de- 
velopment aid, $6 million in agricul- 
tural credits and $2.1 million for the 
American University of Beirut The uni- 
versity, long die premier institution of 


Top Post for a Yeltsin Daughter? 


The Associated Proa 

MOSCOW — President Boris 
Yeltsin’s politically assertive younger 
daughter may soon join his team as a top 
aide in a move certain to anger the 
opposition, a newspaper said Tuesday. 

Tatyana Dyachenko, 37, already 
played an active role as an organizer of 
' her father’s re-election campaign earlier 
fthis year, and has significant behind- 
the-scenes influence. 


The Russia press has generally re- 
sponded coolly to Mrs. Dyachenko’s 
role in the Kremlin, and some news- 
papers have been openly hostile. 

The liberal daily Segodnya said it was 
such attacks that pushed Mus. Dyachen- 
ko to seek official status so she could 
“react not simply as a daughter but as a 
state offiriaL” It quoted unidentified 
sources as saying she might be appointed 
a presidential aide before year's end. 


higher learning in the Arab world, was 
severely bartered during Lebanon's 15- 
year civil war. 

The United States will also provide 
nonlethal equipment to Lebanon's 
armed forces and police and will donate 
surplus military equipment to Lebanese 
schools and hospitals, officials said. 

Mr. Christopher said the major pur- 
pose of the aid program is to strengthen 
Lebanon’s infrastructure and improve 
its security situation, now largely a 
function of Syrian dictates, and thus 
assist Lebanon in “attracting private 
investment.'’ 

But President Bill Clinton specifi- 
cally declined Monday to change a U.S. 
policy that Lebanese-Americans have 
decried as the biggest obstacle to U.S. 
private investment in Lebanon: a ban on 
most travel there by U.S. citizens, im- 
posed a decade ago when Americans 
were targets of kidnapping in Beirut. 

“Our advisers tell me they do not 
believe it is safe for American business 
people to do that and so I am not at this 
time prepared” to lift the ban, Mr. Clin- 
ton saia at a White House news con- 
ference with leaders of the European 
Union. Mr. Bums said Mr. Christopher 
will review the travel ban before he 
leaves office in mid-January. 


Nancy Macdonald, 86, American Leftist 


By Robert McG. Thomas Jr. 

New York Times Service 

NEW YORK — Nancy Macdonald, 
the well-born anarchist who helped rad- 
icalize her husband, Dwight Macdon- 
ald. in the 1 930s, managed his magazine 
Politics in the 1 940s, and then struck out 
on her own in the 1950s to aid refugees 
of the Spanish Civil War, died Dec. 9 at 
Cabrini Medical Center in Manhattan. 
She was 86. 

Her son Nicholas said the cause was 


In 1953, Mrs. Macdonald founded 
Spanish Refugee Aid to provide help to 
the new -Communist exiles. 

From her office on Union Square, she 
attracted money and support from in- 
tellectual friends like Hannah Arendt, 
James T. Farrell, Alfred Kazan and Bar- 
bara Tuchman, while Pablo Casals and 
Fran cine Fame, the wife of Albert 
Camus, distributed die aid in France. 

And her home, which bad been a 
literary and political soda] center in the 
1 930s, was hopping once again. 

But Mr. Macdonald, who bad helped 
establish the aid organization, was no 
longer there as the marriage had dis- 
solved He died in 1982. 

On paper, at least, the onion between 
Dwight Macdonald and Nancy Gardiner 
Rodman seemed made in establishment 
heaven. He was Yale, she was Vassar, 
and both were descended from prom- 
inent families, he from the Dwights of 
old New England, she from the 
Gardiners of colonial New York. 

For all their social and establish me nt 
credentials, both had leftist views. In his 
years as a founding editor of Partisan 
Review in the 1930s, as foe founder of 
Politics in the 1940s and later as a social 
critic for The New Yorker, Mr. Mac- 
donald acknowledged that his wife had 
prodded him ever leftward. 


Mrs. Macdonald continued to direct 
Spanish Refugee Aid until her retire- 
ment in 1983, then summed up her work 
with a book in 1987 based on taped 
interviews, ‘‘Homage to die Spanish 
Exiles: Voices from the Spanish Civil 
War.” 

Sir Laurens van der Post, Author 
And Guru to Prince Charles 
LONDON (AP) — Sir Laurens van 
der Post, 90. the South African-born 
author, mystic and conservationist 
widely known as Prince Charles's spir- 
itual guru, has died 
Sir Laurens, regarded by many as a 
major influence on Charles, died at his 
Chelsea home on Sunday night, a family 
announcement said The cause of death 
was not immediately given. 

Bora the 13th of 15 children into a 
well-to-do Afrikaner family in South 
Africa's Orange Free State, Sir Laurens 
made London his home as a young man 
because, he once said, it was the center 
of the British Empire. 

Sir Laurens made several trip with 
Charles, including to Africa, where be 
sought to preserve the Kalahari Desert ■ 
for its native Bushmen, and stop it be- 
coming a tourist attraction. 

Sir Laorens served in the British 
Army in World War H, was taken pris- 
oner by foe Japanese from 1943 to '45, 
and then served as an officer on the staff 
of Lord Mounthatten. 

His 1971 novel, "The Seed and the 
Sower,” about a test of wills between a 
Japanese prison camp commandant and 
an English officer, was filmed in 1983 as 
"Merry Christmas, Mr. Lawrence.” 

Other books included “Jung and the 
Story of Our Time,” a biography pub- 
lished in 1976, and "A View of All the 
Russias,” a 1964 account of his travels 
in the Soviet Union. 

He was knighted in 1974. 


Tristan Keuris, 50, Composer 
Of Instrumental Music 

AMSTERDAM (AP) — Tristan Keur- 
is, 50, one of foe Netherlands’ most suc- 
cessful composers in recent decades, has 
died of cancer, officials said Monday. 

Mir. Keuris gained wide recognition 
with his instrumental works “Sinfonia” 
in 1975 and “Movements” in 1982. 

Characterized by "strong lyricism,” 
Mr. Keuris’s music “is always clear and 
strong in composition and leaves the 
impression that every note is precisely at 
its right place,” wrote foe national daily 
Algemeen Dagblad on Monday. 

Cao Yu, 86, Esteemed in China 
As Nation’s Leading Playwright 

BLUING (NYT) — Cao Yu, 86, who 
has been called China's foremost mod- 
em playwright, died Friday in a hospital 
here. He had been hospitalized for foe 
last eight years, foe Xinhua press agency 
said in reporting his death. 

Mr. Cao, whose name has also been 
spelled Tsao Yu, was esteemed in his 
homeland and also won applause in foe i 
West. Xinhua called him "China's top 
playwright and the founding father of 
the country's modem drama.” J 

He is best known for his first play, 1 
“Thunderstorm,” which he wrote in the 
early 30s. In 1935, he wrote another | 
widely performed play, “Sunrise.” 

Ruby Murray. 61. an Irish singer 
who bad five records simultaneously in 
foe top 20 in foe 1950s. died Tuesday of 
liver cancer in Torquay, England. 

Jacques Decornoy. 59. a veteran 
French journalist best known for his re- 
porting from Vietnam at foe height of 
American involvement in Southeast 
Asia, died of cancer in Paris on 
Monday. 


INSIDE OUT 
A Memoir of the 
Blacklist 

By Walter Bernstein. 292 
pages. 524. Knopf. 

Reviewed by 
Jonathan Yard ley 

T HE literature of the black- 
list is long and for the most 
part lugubrious, filled as it is 
with lamentations about free- 
speech violations in which 
government and business were 
conipliciious. about product- 
ive careers sidetracked or ter- 
minated at midpoint, about 
McCarthyism and all its de- 
predations. There is indeed 
much to bemoan in that bleak 
time; what a pity it is that so 
many who moan foe loudest 
are self-righteous old ideo- 
logues still fighting yester- 
day's battles. 

Walter Bernstein is not one 
of these. He has written a 
memoir of foe blacklist that, 
without minimizing any of its 
offenses or forgiving any of 
its architects, finds humanity 
and humor in the period. “In- 
side Out' ' is about a good deal 
more than the blacklist — it 


covers as well Bernstein's 
service in World War II as a 
correspondent for Yank 
magazine and his subsequent 
career as a writer for tele- 
vision and the movies — but 
its heart is its second half, in 
which Bernstein shows 
through the example of his 
own life that it was possible to 
rise above mere victimiza- 
tion. to be on the blacklist and 
still to live a real life. 

Bernstein was a nice 
young man from Brooklyn 
who, en route to college at 
Dartmouth, spent a few 
months in France and, at foe 
age of 16, was introduced to 
Marxism. He was a boy who 
loved foe movies to distrac- 
tion and, "awash m adoles- 
cent sentimentality.” found 
in communism ‘ "what I wept 
for in movies, what moved 
and thrilled me the most: 
people fighting not only for 
themselves but for other 
people, and now for foe 
whole world.” He became an 
ardent, wholehearted con- 
vert. 

What is admirable about 
Bernstein’s account of this is 
its utter honesty. He knows 
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that foe “ism" to which he 
was so faithful for so long 
turned out to be murderous 
and corrupt, but he declines to 
repudiate the decent instincts 
that drew him to it. To the 
charge of sentimentalism he 
pleads guilty but without em- 
barrassment. "1 believed in 
anti-fascism and international 
solidarity and brotherhood 
and the liberation of man," he 
writes, “and foe Soviet Union 
stood for all of these.” 

He was. in other words, 
idealistic and naive, neither of 
which has ever been a federal 
offense. But that is what they 
became in foe 1950s, when 
the witch hunt zeroed in on 
left-leaning writers and act- 
ors, “anyone who had be- 
longed to or otherwise sup- 
ported liberal or radical 
causes." The entertainment 
industry and its sponsors, ter- 
rified of being tarred by foe 
Red brush, hastily established 
a blacklist of people for 
whom they would no longer 
provide work. Bernstein, who 
had joined the Communist 
Party shortly after war's end, 
was one of these. 

Being on the blacklist was 
at first terrifying; Bernstein 
was " worried, scared, 
anxious and in a rage.” Butin 
time he figured out bow to 
cope. At first he worked be- 
hind “fronts." men and wo- 
men who, out of whatever 
motive, pretended to have 
written the scripts he submit- 
ted. None lasted long, be- 
cause “fronting . . . was un- 
natural. a violation of foe 
ego," demanding that a per- 
son “pretend to be what you 
were not-" 

Working behind fronts 
kept Bernstein out of foe 
pooihouse, but it was not until 
he went into business with 
two other blacklisted writers 
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that he began to beat the sys- 
tem. This troika “established 
in fact what we had always 
extolled in theory, a kind of 
commune," and it became an 
efficient sen ptwri ting ma- 
chine. In what can only be 
regarded as a delicious irony, 
these three blacklisted men 
wrote virtually all the scripts 
for "You Are There," a 
hugely popular television 
show that took its audience 
into the past and explored its 
lessons: ‘ ‘ We fought a kind of 
guerrilla war against Mc- 
Carthy ism." 

Working with these friends 
in these circumstances made 
Bernstein happy. “Naturally 
it filled me with guilt,” he 
says. “Being happy while 
blacklisted seemed some fail- 
ure of character, a superfi- 
ciality or insensitivity, a want 
of feeling.” It was nothing of 
the son. It was a victory. 

Bernstein left foe party in 
the late 1950s, after the So- 
viet invasion of Hungary. 
Not long thereafter he was off 
foe blacklist, though there 
was no connection between 
foe two; it simply ended, as 
mysteriously as it had begun. 
Now, as then, Bernstein is 
true to his convictions, 
however romantic and naive 
they may be, but he looks 
hack on those who Died to 
force him to betray them with 
a remarkable lack of bitter- 
ness. From this distance he 
prefers to remember those 
who were kind, generous and 
courageous and to tell affec- 
tionate, funny stories about 
them, including one abso- 
lutely wonderful Bette Davis 
story. All in all, "Inside 
Out” is a lovely piece of 
work. 

Jonathan Yardley is on the 
staff of The Washington Post. 
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Wounded Son 
Of Saddam 


Is Shown 
On Iraqi TV 


Agence Franee-Presse 

BAGHDAD — Iraqi state televi- 
sion on Tuesday showed the first pic- 
tures of President Saddam Hussein's 
eldest son. Udai, since he was shot 
and wounded in an assassination at- 
tempt last week. 

Mr. Hussein. 33. appeared in good 
condition. He was shown talking with 
a diplomat from Qatar and then meet- 
ing a representative from the official 
Iraqi News Agency. 

He was heard to say to his Qatari 
visitor “Thanks to God. Iraq is safe 
and sound." The envoy was accom- 
panied by Mr. Saddam’s other son. 
Qussai. 

Diplomats in Jordan said earlier 
Tuesday that Mr. Hussein was in a 
hospital in serious, but not critical, 
condition after the ambush Thursday 
in a wealthy neighborhood of Bagh- 
dad. 

Two French doctors arrived in the 
capital Sunday after Mr. Hussein un- 
derwent “several operations by Iraqi 
doctors who pulled out bullets from 
his chest, abdomen, shoulder, and 
grenade shrapnel from his head." a 
diplomat said. 

Other diplomats, citing an official 
who visited him. said Mr. Hussein 
was not in critical condition and was 
“lucid." 

At least two masked men re- 
portedly fired submachine guns and 
threw hand grenades at Mr. Hussein's 
car. 

After the initial reports of the at- 
tack. Iraq's official media had given 
no update on Mr. Hussein's condition 
or on the status of the investigation. 

An opposition group, the Iraq Sal- 
vation Movement, claimed respon- 
sibility for the anack in a statement 
from Beirut on SaTurday. The Islamic 
Dawa Party, an Iran-based group, said 
Friday it had carried out the assault. 

Bur Wafiq Samanai, a former Iraqi 
intelligence chief who now lives in 
Damascus, said he suspected dissi- 
dents from the ruling Ba'ath Part) 1 
might be responsible. General Samar- 
rai said last week that Mr. Saddam 
had arrested hundreds of people after 
the attack, the second since June on 
his eldest son. 



Ghanaian Gets UN’s 



Ci*ipHrdbjQwStagFmI>af*achrt 

UNITED NATIONS. New 
York — The General As- 
sembly on Tuesday ratified 
the choice of Kofi Annan of 
Ghana as die seventh leader 
of the United Nations. 

The General Assembly 
also approved a resolution ex- 
pressing thanks to Secretary- 
General Boutros Boutros 
Gbali of Egypt for his service 
“toward a just, a peaceful 
world.” 

Mr. Annan, 58, the head of 
UN peacekeeping operations, 
will assume office Jan. I fora 
five-year term. Mr. Boutros 
Ghali’s re-election was ve- 
toed by the United States. 

In appointing Mr. Annan, 
the General Assembly rati- 
fied a decision made unan- 
imously Friday by the 15- 
member Security Council, 
which chose Mr. Annan from 
among four African candi- 
dates to become the first UN 
leader of the 21st century. 

Mr. Annan, a descendant of 
African tribal chiefs, is the first 
secretary-general from sub- 
Saharan Africa and the 


second, after Mr. Bouizos 
Ghali. from the African con- 
tinent. 

On die eve of his appoint- 
ment, Mr. Annan said he was 
ready to speak directly to 
Congress to persuade Wash- 
ington to pay its $1 billion in 
debts to the organization. 

"This is an honor not just 
for my own country. Ghana, 
but also for Africa as a 
whole,*' Mr. Annan said on 
U.S. television. 

During the interview. Mr. 
Annan, a 30-year UN inrider, 
described himself as a “a 
man of results.*’ 

He warned that "any pre- 
cipitous attempts’ ’ to redirect 
the global organization be- 
fore a consensus is reached 
among member states “could 
be counter-productive.” 

The Clinton administration 
had said that without a change 
in UN leadership, it was un- 
likely the Republican-con- 
trolled Congress would pay 
the $1.4 billion US. debt to 
the United Nations. 

Asked whether he would 
take the UN case to Congress 


directly, Mr. Annan said: “I 

think it will be necessary . and 

I am prepared to do so.” 

“I hope dial HI be able to 
work with the administration 

and through them to Congress 

to get the United States to pay 
its arrears and to pay it dues, 
because without a stable fi- 
nancial base, it is extremely 
difficult to cany on reform.' ' 
he said. 

Mr. Boutros Ghali, in a 
thinly veiled Jab at the United 
States said Tuesday foat lire 
United Nations’ financial 
crisis was caused by deadbeats 
and not by mismanagement. 
“We know what causes it 

and whai is needed to end it." 
he said in his farewell address 
to the General Assembly be- 
fore leaving office Dec. 31. 
"It is not the result of mis- 
management. It is the refusal 
to fulfill a treaty obligation.” 
“Now that a new secretary- 
general is being appointed, all 
arrears should be paid at once, 
as has been promised so often 
in the past few months,” he 
said shortly before his suc- 
cessor, Mr. Annan, was 


sworn in before the 185^ 
member assembly. Mr. 
Boutros Ghafi received a 
standing ovation. 

He said his five yeans in 
office were marked by "en- 
thusiasm. disillusion ■ and 
realism.” 

Speaking in English. 
French and Arabic. Mr. 
Boutros Ghali warned mem- 
bers that nothing was more 
precious to the United Na- 
tions than its impartiality, 
equity, efficiency, achieve- 
ment and independence. 

“If one word above all is to 
characterize the role offoe sec- 
retary-general. it is indepen- 
dence "be said, in what could 

be interpreted as advice to Mr. 
Atman, the bead of peacekeep- 
ing, whose choke was sup- 
ported by the United States. 

“The holder of this office 
most never be seen as acting 
oat of fear of. or in an attempt 
to curry favor with, one state 
or group of states,” he said. 
“Should that happen, all m 
prospects for the United Na- 
tions would be lost” 

(AP and Reuters ) 


World Watching, a Death-Row Reprieve 


By Brian Knowlton 

International Herald Tribune 


ThAnooXedPRu 


Udai Hussein in footage that state television said was taken Tuesday at 
his hospital bed in Baghdad. It was his first appearance since being shot. 

IRAQ: UN Orders Baghdad to Pay Claims 


Continued from Page 1 

[The Gulf War reparations agency 
on Tuesday approved a $610 million 
damage claim filed by Kuwait Oil Co., 
making it the first corporate claim ap- 
proved by the agency, UN officials 
said. Reuters reported. 

[The Governing Council of the com- 
mission. made up of the same 15 mem- 
bers as the Security Council, also 
agreed with a judges’ panel that an- 
other S340 million of the Kuwaiti claim 
should be deferred.] 

But it will be a long time before 


Kuwait Oil or any other company re- 
ceives money. The commission has 
decided to pay the smaller, individual 
claims with the first receipts from the 
oil sales, putting the corporations at the 
back of the line. 

Although it seems fairly certain that 
Iraqi oil money will now swell the 
commission's coffers, officials in 
Geneva have been circumspect in their 
comments and reluctant to raise hopes. 
Commission officials said the money 
will be provided to governments, 
which are then to pay the individual 
claims. 


WASHINGTON — Stepping into a 
death-row case that has drawn inter- 
national attention from Pope John Paul 
II and other opponents of the death pen- 
alty, the Supreme Court granted a stay of 
execution Tuesday to a Virginia man 
convicted of a brutal rape and murder. 

The court said that it would review an 
appeal by Joseph Roger O'Dell 3d, pos- 
sibly next month, and decide whether to 
hear the case. 

Mr. O'Dell had been scheduled to die 
Wednesday by lethal injection for the 
1985 murder and rape of Helen Schart- 
ner, 44. 

By using an Internet site to draw at- 
tention to his case. Mr. O'Dell has 
stirred front-page coverage in papers 
from The New York Times to the Italian 
daily Corierre Delie Sol. 

Italian legislators have petitioned for 
clemency, citing DNA evidence that 
some say shows he is not guilty. 

Pope John Paul D appealed to U.S. 


Faction Joins 
Wider Fighting 
In Mogadishu 


Reuters 

MOGADISHU, Somalia — The battle 
for tins capital widened Tuesday when 

in which more than 120 people have dial 
in five days. 

Witnesses said militiamen under the 
north Mogadishu leader. Mohammed 
Ali Mabdi, shelled Hussein Aidid’s 
south Mogadishu “presidential” palace 
and other positions held by his forces. 

Mr. Ali Mahdi’s four-wheel-drive bat- 
tie wagons fired cannon at the K-4 junc- 
tion in south Mogadishu, the capital's 
closed airport and residential areas. 

Mr. Aidid’s gunners fired a few mor- 
tar shells into north Mogadishu in re- 
taliation. Two rounds slammed into 
Manapolio district, killing two people 
and wounding seven. A third hit ruins of 
a hotel wrecked earlier in the civil war. 

It was the first time Mr. Ali Mahdi’s 
forces had joined the fighting in earnest 

More than 250 people have been 
wounded in the latest round of violence, 
which erupted Friday. Hospital sources 
said 12 people were killed and more 
than 25 wounded in south Mogadishu 
on Tuesday, including three women 
who were killed when a mortar shell 
crashed into their house. 

“We’U stop shelling when Hussein 
Aididends his aggression on civilians in 
Medina,” said Mr. Ali Mahdi's spokes- 
man, Hussein Sheikh Ahmed Kadare. 
The bombardment of Medina could no 
longer be tolerated, he added. 

Medina's population consists mostly 
of members of the same Abgal subclan 
as Mr. Ali Mahdi's. the Aidid family’s 
arch-enemy. Mr. Kadare said all-out 
war was almost inevitable in the city. 

Before Mr. Ali Mahdi's faction 
entered the fray, street battles had 
centered on southern Mogadishu, pit- 
ting Mr. Aidid '5 forces against gunmen 
loyal to Osman Hassan Ali Alto and 
Musa Sudi Yalahow, the Muslim fun- 
damentalist chief of Medina district. 
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A Rwandan refugee child eating a high-protein cracker Tuesday in a Red Cross shelter inside T anzania 

Nearly 200,000 Hutu Have Fled Tanzania 


Agence Franee-Presse 
KIGALI, Rwanda — Al- 
most 200,000 Hutu refugees 
have returned home to 
Rwanda from Tanzania and 
more are emerging from hid- 
ing by the hour to join the mass 
exodus, the United Nations 
refugee agency said Tuesday. 

More than 60,000 crossed 
the . Rusurno border bridge 
Tuesday, adding to the 
133,000 who have returned in 
increasing numbers since Sat- 
urday, said Paul Strom berg, a 
spokesman for the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees. 

With more huge columns 
of refugees en route to the 
frontier, nearly half the 


Rwandans in Tanzania have 
either gone home or are in the 
process of returning after two 
years in exile. 

Meanwhile, Tanzanian au- 
thorities have allowed aid 
workers of all agencies back 
into camps in ihe Ngara re- 
gion near the northwestern 
frontier, although the camps 
are now largely empty. 

Figures given by various 
spokesmen for the UN 
refugee agency indicated that 
of the Hutu who sought refuge 
in Tanzania in 1994, estim- 
ated to number more than 
500.000. about 120,000 were 
still in camps and up to 
100,000 were thought to be 


hiding to avoid repatriation. 
More than 130,000 others 
were en route for the border 
Tuesday from various camps. 

In Geneva, a spokesman for 
the refugee agency, Pamela 
O’Toole, said people seemed 
to be coming out of the forests 
at a rale of 4,500 an hoar. 

Some refugees said they 
were returning home against 
their will and asserted that the 
Tanzanian security forces had 
used tear gas and beat them 
with sticks. Mr. Stromberg 
acknowledged that the Tan- 
zanians bad “used force in 
some cases.” 

“It's one long tine at the 
border." he said. “A fairly 


big group, pf more than 
80,000, is coming out of the 
forest where they fled last 
week. We have 284 trucks 
and buses to transport the 
refugees to welcoming cen- 
ters m their towns of origin, 
and 14 minibuses for the 
weakest among them.” 

The spokeswoman in 
Ngara for die UN refugee 
agency, Anne Bijleveld, said 
aid agencies had been allowed 
back into the Ngara camps 
late Monday, but that author- 
ities would only allow them to 
provide aid to about 200.000 
Hutu refugees from Burundi 
who had been allowed to re- 
main in Tanzania. 


MOBUTU: President Stages Triumphant Return Home but Only Hints at Ending Crisis 


Continued from Page 1 

chosen the moment when I am 
knocked off my feet with sick- 
ness to stab me in the back be- 
cause they know what the ter- 
ritorial integrity, national unity 
and the dignity of this great Zaire 
mean to me,” Marshal Mobutu 
told tile dignitaries, plucked 
from the 300-family elite he set 
out to found early in his rule. “I 
have devoted my life to defend- 
ing these sacred values.’ 

“Every time we have been 
menaced in the past, streng- 
thened by your support, I have 
never moved backward,” he 
added minutes later. “I will not 
start moving backward now.’ 

But he played down talk of 

i 


imminent military offensive in 
the east on the flight home from 
southern France, where he was 
recuperating from cancer sur- 
gery. Marshal Mobutu seemed 
keenly aware of his own physical 
limits and the calamitous state of 
a national army that has looted 
town after town before deserting 
them to the rebels. 

“I am not returning home as 
a man of war,' * he told a French 
television crew on the plane. 

Significandy, Marshal 
Mobutu also pledged in his Kin- 
shasa speech to pursue a tran- 
sition toward democracy that 
has been stalled for six years. 

Marshal Mobutu seized 
power in a 1965 military coup 
Sad has never been elected to 


the presidency. Zaire is the only 
country in Central Africa not to 
have organized national elec- 
tions since a wave of demo- 
cratization swept much of 
Africa in the early 1990s. Under 
the latest plans, national elec- 
tions. without which Zaire will 
remain cut off from internation- 
al aid, are to be held by spring. 

Foreign diplomats here said 
Marshal Mobutu would have 
little choice, at least initially, but 
to seek political and diplomatic 
solutions to his government’s 
military setbacks. Unlike in 
each of Zaire's many past re- 
bellions. no foreign country has 
shown willingness to rush to the 
president's rescue by mounting 
a military intervention. 


With the country nearly 
bankrupt and the military situ- 
ation in the east grim, even the 
recruitment of foreign mercen- 
aries — a tactic repeatedly used 
by Kinshasa in past crises — 
seems problematic. 

For these reasons, many here 
expect Marshal Mobutu to try to 
form a government of national 
unity in coming days, with some 
going so far as to suggest that the 
leader of the rebellion, Laurent 
Kabila, could be invited to join. 

Rather than dwell publicly on 
the specifics of his coming ac- 
tions, Marshal Moburn, whose 
lengthy absence from the coun- 
try had led many to begin to write 
him off as a terminally-ill has- 
been, played his return for max- 


imum political effect, 
into a daylong nationalist rally. 

At the airport, and at various 
points along the motorcade 
route, it seemed as if everyone 
had been dressed by the pres- 
idential welcoming committee; 
a fact which could help explain 
the huge turnout 

In foe Matongue neighbor- 
hood, where only Monday al- 
most no one on tire stre et was 
willing to state publicly support 
for Marsha] Mobutu, sidewalks, 
storefronts, roofs and balconies 
were filled cbockabiock with 
people who watched and often 
cheered the president's passage. 

"Kabila is finishedl Kabila is 
finished!” chanted rare group 
of enthusiastic schoolgirls. 


and Virginia authorities for clemency in 
the case. It was die third time this year he 
interceded in a U.S. death-penalty case. 

Ira Robbins, professor of law at 
American University in Washington, 
said be was not surprised that the court 
had ordered a stay , at least to assure that 
all constitutional protections are being 
provided tire prisoner. 

“This is one of those cases in which 
the defendant is arguably innocent,” be 
said. “And frankly, it never hurts to get 
the Pope involved on your side.' * if only 
to pressure a state governor. 

The Virginia governor. George Alien, 
said earlier that the Pope's request 
would have little influence on his even- 
tual decision on clemency. 

Sister Helen Prejean, a well-known 
opponent of the death penalty from 
Louisiana whose story is told in ibe bock 
and movie "Dead Man Walking,” has 
also taken op Mr. O'Dell's cause. She 
visited Virginia officials in Richmond, 
saying that the case "raises questions of 
ile innocence.” 

: Reverend Robert Drinan. a Gear- 
University law professor and 
Former congressman, said be would be 
very surprised if the publicity had in- 
fluenced the court. 

"In any case, he said, that would be 
very, very hard to documenL” 

The murder was particularly brutal. 
Mr. O'Dell has a long history of criminal 
convictions, and passions on both sides 
of the case have run high- There were no 
witnesses to the murder.Mr. O'Dell was 
convicted largely on the basis of lab- 
oratory analyses of blood found on his 
clothes and those of die dead woman. But 
those analyses were done before DNA 
testing was admitted in Virginia coarts. 

Three years after the murder, the 
clothing was tested again for DNA 


matches. Some specialists say the results 
are contradictory, possibly because of a 
degrading of die blood samples. Pros- 
ecutors, however, assert that foe -DNA 
tests clearly tie Mr. O'Dell to the crime. 

In foe appeal to foe Supreme Court, 
Mr. O'Dell's attorneys said the DNA 
evidence raised serious questions. 

“It is highly unlikely that any jury 
would have convicted O’Dell had it 
known what the DNA evidence shows,” 
they said. 

At his 1986 trial. Mr. O'DeU rep- 
resented himself, after dismissing a 
court-appointed attorney. A 

In September, a federal appeals court 
unanimously agreed that hxs claims of 
innocence were without merit. But foe 
court split. 7 to 6, in denying Mr. 
O'Dell's request for resentencing. His 
lawyers contended that the jury should 
have been told that he would be ineligible 
for parole because he had a Jong criminal 
hiamy. He had !4 felony convictions by 
the time Ms. Scharfner was killed. 

Much of foe cash revolves around the 
banidtirig and analysis of foe blood 
.samples: A laboratory in Valhalla, New 
York, ' found that blood from Mr. 
O’DeH’s jacket bad degraded in foe 
years since foe come.A scientist used a 
computer to correct for foot deterior- 
ation, and said that die corrected data 
showed a match between his blood and 
foatof the murdered woman. 

But a test for the DNA pattern from 
less-degraded blood on foe suspect’s 
shirt did not match foe DNA pattern 
from Ms. Scbartner'sijkxxL 

Ms.S<foartnerwasmuidered a fierleav- 
ing a bar in foe city of Virginia Beach late 
on die night of March 5,. 1985. She was a 
forced mm a car and beaten with the butt ^ 
of a gun. She was then raped and sod- 
omized. ' 


ITALY: from a Splinter to a Cornerstone 


Continued from Page 1 

times before, and foiled over and over 
again, except foe last time.” 

What has (hanged, however, is foe 
political climate in Europe, where 
politicians from Bonn to Adieus, 
anxious about staying competitive m an 
increasingly globalized economy, are 
trying to figure out how to trim a gen- 
erous system of benefits, long holidays 
and maternity leaves, free medical care 
and other state-paid peaks without up- 
setting the societies that have grown up 
on them. 

That leaves foe hard-core left with the 
task, as Mr. Bextmottl put it, of protecting 
"the social conquests of foe last 50 
years.” a task he says he shares with 
French truckers, Italian metal workers 
and ali others who have taken to the 
streets to protest cutbacks in social spend- 
ing. 

The dread on the left is that Europe 
will become like foe United States, a 
society it regards as ruthless and un- 
caring. "The response of the European 
ruling class to globalization is die im- 
portation of foe American social mod- 
el,” Mr. Bertinotti said at foe congress. 
“For Europe; this is a complete and 
utter passive revolution.” 

Such tali confirms the fears and sus- 
picions of Italy’s right-wing politicians, 
who contend that Mr. Prodi’s uneasy 
center-left coalition, known as foe Olive 
Tree, is held hostage by a Communist 
Party that makes no concession to foe 
economic realities of a global econ- 
omy. 


The party “imposes its ideology on 
tire government and also on the middle 
class that is the productive force of this 
country,” Silvio Berlusconi, the media 
magnate who is foe leader of foe center- 
right opposition, said in a recent in- 
terview. 

As tire Communists were meeting, 
Mr. Frodi — a fanner economics pro- 
fessor and manager of a state holding 
company — came wirier heavy attack 
from Italy's top business leaders, who 
accused him of selling out the Italian 
economy by choosing more taxes, rattier 
than deeper spending cuts. Their cri- 
tique reflects some of the skepticism is 
other parts of Europe — Germany in 
particular — about Italy’s ability tokeep 
its promises to stay fiscally responsi- 
ble. 

Mr, Bertinotti in recent days has been j 
kinder to the government tfy*n has his 
nemesis, Massimo D’Alema, leader of 
the moderate Party of the Democratic 
Left, which, .unlike the Refounded Com- 
munists, is part of the Olive Tree Co- 
alition. 

Mr. D’Alema is plainly uncomfort- 
able with the concessions that Mr. Prodi 
has made to foe Comm unists , which 
have worsened a five-year rivalry over 
which of the two parties will survive as 
the voice of the Italian left: 

But as they wound up their congress oo 
Sunday, memb ers of foe Refounded 
pMnmtmists found themselves mote or 
less where they were when H began — 
outside government, but not in the op- 
position, an ambiguous position that for 
the moment has its adv an tages 


$550,000 for Gable’s Oscar 

Spielberg Pays Record Price to Return It to Academy 


Reuters 

BEVERLY HILLS, California — 
The filmmaker Steven Spielberg an- 
onymously purchased Clark Gable’s 
1934 Oscar for a record $550,00dat a 
weekend auction and then dmumpfl ft 
Tuesday to foe Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences. 

The academy, which hands out Hol- 
lywood’s annual Oscars, had fought 
unsuccessfully to bar foe auction 
Sunday of foe gold-plated statuette that 
Mr. Gable received for his role iu the 
movie “It Happened One Nidn.” 

“Bless Steven Spiel beg,’ 'said Ar- 
thur HUler, an academy president. Hie 


said officials of the academy, v 
had argued foat the Oscars were i 
meant as articles of trade, had a 
vance knowledge of Mr. Spielb 
puns and were '’still reeling frot 


turn.’ 

Mr. Spielberg was also tin 
opymous bidder who bought 
S£2 c I s ^ soaal script for 
Wfofoe Wind” for $220,000 Sc 
at Christie’s Los Angeles au 
gousR But there were no plans fo 
Spielberg to donate foe scriptt 
academy, officials said. 'fire i 
were sold by Mr. Gable's estate 
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Likud’s Terrible Error 


tribune Sharing Ovitz’s Pain - All $50 MillionWorth 


Israel's Likud government has an- 
nounced its plans to spur major new 
settlement in the occupied West Bank. 
All along it had its political and ideo- 
logical reasons for supporting settle- 
ment. and now it has taken the occasion 
of an ambush slaying of two Jewish 
settlers to translate those into policy. 
This is a terrible error. It amounts to 
taking off the table the principal tiling 
the Palestinians hope to get there — a 
little semi-state of their own. Without 
that prospect of negotiation, the Pal- 
estinian leadership inevitably will lose 
place to Palestinians claiming there is no 
substitute for armed struggle. 

The Israeli -Palestinian effort for 
peace will wither. This already is hap- 
pening on the ground. 

As always and necessarily, the ques- 
tion of security for Israel is paramount 
West Bank, and Gaza Palestinians have 
guns, suicide bombs and foreign sup- 
port. Bur security is nor a new siory. The 
previous Labor governments of Yitzhak 
Rabin and Shimon Peres had an answer 
— Israe li - Pales tini an accommodation. 
It was imperfect, and it was severely 
jolted earlier this year by the suicide 
bombs, but it still is better than anything 
Likud has shown. Likud's policy is to 
substitute unilateral Israeli power for 
mutual accommodation. It does not 
trust peace with the Palestinians. 


The Clinton administration says the 
new settlements are troubling and un- 
helpful. The settlements always were, 
but there is a crucial difference. Labor 
planted and “thickened” settlements 
but offered Palestinians half a political 
loaf. Likud now threatens to expand 
settlement and to shrink that half-loaf. 
This is what the Clinton administration 
has refused to acknowledge. The heart 
of American policy in the Middle East 
has been a commitment to a negotiated 
peace that would be guaranteed by the 
United Stales. Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
government in Israel is moving toward 
'an ever more explicit repudiation of 
that goal. 

On Monday, Mr. Clinton reiterated 
the familiar mild words of American 
public disapproval of the settlements 
and dodged the question of whether he 
would take any steps. 

But Likud is making it impossiblefor 
Mr. Clinton to continue in the old mold. 
He says Yasser Arafat, the Palestinian 
leader, must talk with Mr. Netanyahu. 
The larger and urgent requirement is for 
Mr. Clinton to talk with Mr. Netanyahu. 
The priority now is not concentration 
on the Utile, stalemated negotiation on 
Hebron. It is a full American-Israeli 
address of the gap on basic policy that is 
growing between the two countries. 

— THE WASHINGTON POST. 


An Airborne Behemoth 


The proposed $13 billion takeover of 
McDonnell Douglas by Boeing would 
create an aerospace behemoth that, for 
all its size, would do little to stifle com- 
petition in the commercial and military 
aircraft industries. Instead the newly 
merged giant would simply become a 
more effective global competitor. 

The reality is that McDonnell 
Douglas no longer wins contracts from 
many commercial airlines and thus was 
nor effectively competing with Boeing 
in that realm anyway. Nor do the two 
manufacturers compete head-to-head 
for many military contracts. The mer- 
ger. therefore, would not seriously di- 
lute competition except in a few se- 
lected markets, tike rocket launchers, 
for which there are ample remedies. 

Yet the merger would make Boeing 
a more formidable competitor against 
Airbus Industrie, the European man- 
ufacturer, for commercial aircraft con- 
tracts and against Lockheed Martin for 
military contracts. 

On balance, the merger seems likely 
to do more good than harm. 

McDonnell Douglas became an easi- 
er takeover target when its price dipped 
following two stunning blows last 
month. The company lost a potentially 
gigantic military contract for an ad- 
vanced fighter plane, and lost a major 
civilian contract with American Air- 
lines. McDonnell had previously de- 
cided that it would specialize in smaller 
airliners and forgo building larger 
planes. That decision did not fit the 
strategy of major commercial carriers 
to cut maintenance costs by relying on 
one manufacturer to supply planes of all 
sizes rather than fragmenting contracts 
among different manufacturers. Boe- 
ing, by contrast, has a huge backlog of 
unfilled orders for aircraft of all sizes. 

Through merger, Boeing will not 
only tap McDonnell Douglas's unused 
production capacity, it will also ac- 
quire skilled engineers and other ex- 
perts who can make Boeing a magnet 
for future military orders. The com- 
bined company will employ about 


200.000 workers and generate almost 
$50 billion in revenue each year — 
more than some countries. Because of 
Boeing's backlog of orders for civilian 
aircraft and McDonnell Douglas’s fu- 
ture jet and other military orders, the 
merger is not expected to produce siz- 
able'' layoffs or plant closings. 

The" Boeing-McDonnell merger Is 
the latest in a series of defense industry 
consolidations. Lockheed merged with 
Martin Marietta. Boeing took over 
Rockwell's defense businesses. 
Northrop merged with Grumman. 

Defense planners in the Clinton ad- 
ministration welcome the trends. As 
defense procurement has shriveled in 
the aftermath of the Cold War, con- 
tractors have been saddled with hugely 
expensive yet idle production lines. Ul- 
timately the Defense Department cov- 
ers these costs when it entertains bids for 
new weapons systems. The only way to 
reduce the costs is to wring out the 
excess capacity through consolidation. 

The question is how far to go. At 
some point the savings from further 
consolidation will be outweighed by the 
stifled innovation mid price hikes that 
accompany monopolization. The im- 
plicit answer that defense planners seem 
to have settled upon is that two major 
competitors in any tine of military work- 
are enough to keep costs low. 

If the planners are right, then Boe- 
ing's purchase of McDonnell Douglas 
is good for the military. But the Defense 
Department must wonder whether the 
recent bidding for the advanced fighter 
jet would have been less vigorous and 
less innovative had McDonnell Douglas 
not been around to push the other two 
bidders. Boeing and Lockheed. 

Commercial airlines would surely 
prefer to keep McDonnell, perhaps 
aligned with an Asian partner, bidding 
to sell them aircraft rather than dis- 
appearing inside Boeing. But there is 
no Asian partner in sight. Boeing is 
there, and that is probably good 
enough. 

— THE NEW YORK TIMES. 


Other Comment 


Albright, Pro and Con 

Senate Foreign Relations Commit- 
tee Chairman Jesse Helms rejoiced at 
the news that President Bill Clinton 
had named Madeleine Albright to re- 
place Warren Christopher as secretary 
of state. Mrs. Albright, said the sen- 
ator, is a “tough and courageous lady” 
whose Senate confirmation should 
present no great problems. That en- 
dorsement speaks volumes about both 
the opportunities and challenges fa- 
cing the accomplished diplomat who is 
about to become the highest-ranking 
woman official in U.S. history. 

On the positive side, Mrs. Albright 
can look forward to a relatively smooth 
working relationship with the large and 
increasingly conservative Republican 
majority in the Senate. With abrasive 
political battles ahead over U.S. foreign 
policy — cutbacks in foreign aid, ex- 
tension of the U.S. troop presence in 
Bosnia, restructuring of the State De- 


partment, the North American Free 
Trade Agreement and NATO expan- 
sion, trade and human-rights issues with 
China — President Ctimon had no 
choice but to appoint a tough-talking, 
politically sawy diplomat who could 
protect the administrations right flank. 

Mrs. Albright, a longtime protdgd of 
Cold War and anti-Russian hard-liner 
Zbigniew Brzezinski, fills this bill ad- 
mirably and, as the first woman ap- 
pointed to this most august of cabinet 
offices, her nomination also helps Mr. 
Clinton with feminists who might oth- 
erwise sniff at a hard-line choice. 

Unfortunately, the same record that 
helped Mrs. Albright win this post will 
make it more difficult to succeed in it 
Her identification with strong, inter- 
nationally unpopular U.S. stands in the 
UN helps her with U.S. conservatives 
bur widens the gap between the United 
States and many of its leading allies. 

— Walter Russe It Mead, 
commenting in the Los Angeles Times. 
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N EW YORK — The chairman de- 
cides that die man he wants most in 
the world to be president of Walt Dis- 
ney Co. is an old friend from outside 
with a terrific reputation as a creative 
superagent. A year later, chairman and 
old creative friend aren’t getting along 
at all well — personality conflict, clash 
of working styles, that kind of thing. 

It happens. Usually in big business it 
doesn 't happen as fast as it did at Disney 
— the unbearable, wrenching disillusion 
between the chairman, Michael Eisner, 
and the president, Michael Oviiz. 

Usually, highly placed, high-paid 
executives put up with each other a bit 
longer, particularly if they had known 
each other outside the company for 20 
years. If not, wouldn't you suppose that 
the board of directors might tell them to 
grow up, shape up and get on with their 
jobs? 

But still, when they decided that in the 
office they absolutely could not stand 
sight nor sound of each other any longer, 
better to face up to it, I guess, and rake 
the executive decision that the number 
two man should ride off in search of new 
opportunities, wider horizons, as they 
say. So friendly statements were made 
and Mr. Ovitz saddled up. No hard 
feelings, the company said. 


By A.M. Rosenthal 


Pig’s eye. You mean Disney stock- 
holders do not harbor a few? Mr. Ovitz 
traveled on with some unusual hardtack 
to face life's journey again after his 
brief Disney layover — a $50 million 
cash settlement, Hollywood reports, 
and a potential $40 million in stock 
options. If he and Mr. Eisner had 
learned how to get along, the stock- 
holders would have that much more 
money in the company treasury, which 
is supposed to belong to them, not to 
executives who are paid to work to- 
gether but don't 

I own no Disney slock. So if the 
board of directors and the stockholders 
are willing to put up with the settle- 
ment. why should I care? I am a tax- 
payer is why. 

The beauty part for Disney is that the 
company should be able to write off 
about 40 percent of the cost of Mr. 
Ovitz's cash package as a business ex- 
pense. The taxpayer will have to pay 
that — because of the astonishing mis- 
judgment that Mr. Eisner and Mr. Ovitz 
made about each other. 

I know other people who are boiling 
about the Eisner-Ovitz deal — major 


executives in companies that have 
nothing to do with Disney . They think 
that the payment will widen distrust 
about a reward system they believe is 
important to American business. One 
executive said the deal was an outrage; 
another said it stinks. 

Like my economic betters, I am alt in 
favor of targe bonuses and stock pay- 
ments to executives who turn a losing 

The Disney president 
travels on with some 
unusual hardtack to 
face life’s journey again. 

business into a profit-maker, or sub- 
stantially improve 1 he quality of what 
the company is selling to the public — 
the greatest profit-making technique of 
all. And I share the management theory 
held by my cabinet of business geniuses, 
who must have got it from my mother. 
Sonny, for nothing you get nothing. 

It is difficult to believe that Mr. Ovitz 
did so well in a year to justify that kind 
of farewell package — particularly 
when he seemed so absorbed in his 
personality and managerial differences 


with his boss. But if somehow Mr. 
Ovitz had earned that kind of payoff so 
quickly, why would Mr. Eisner push 
out such a valuable property, and so 
expensively? . 

And why should a board allow us 
chairman to pay so much to push out so 
profitable a fellow? Everybody knows 
that a board of directors is responsible 
for the well-being of the stockholders, 
not executives. 

Mr. Ovitz certainly had the right to 
take the top dollar Mr. Eisner would pay 
to see the back of him. But the next 
general meeting of the stockholders 
could be interesting. Maybe somebody 
will ask the board and the chairman 
whether they would pay Mr. Ovitz that 
much if the money had to come out of 
their own pockets. If so, maybe the 
chairman and the board will agree to pay 
part of the cost for their misjudgmem — 

say just the 40 percent or so that non- 
Disney taxpayers will have to pay? 

I suppose not. So maybe the rest of us 
will just have to rid ourselves of our 
old-fashioned civics-class economic 
lessons, our little bourgeois economic 
moralities, like being responsible for 
our own mistakes or that one about how 
nothing is what you get for nothing. 

The Nw York Tunes. 


Israel’s Unspoken Thought: Life Is More Sacred Than Land 


N EW YORK — Wrangling 
over whether Prime Min- 
ister Benjamin Netanyahu of Is- 
rael will — or should — agree 
to a partial withdrawal of Israeli 
troops from Hebron has been 
intensified by his decision to 
increase economic aid to Jewish 
settlements and by the murder 
of a Jewish woman and her 
child on the West Bank. 

Amid all this, a fascinating 
statement by one of Israel's 
spiritual leadens has gone vir- 
tually unnoticed. 

Speaking in Hebron recently. 
Rabbi Eliahu Bakshi-Doron. the 
Sephardic chief rabbi, said it was 
preferable for several hundred 
Jews to remain in the city, with 
its shades of the patriarchs. 
“However.” he said, “if it is 
impassible to ensure their se- 
curity there, it is forbidden for 
them to reman." 

The preservation of life, he 
said, “supersedes everything.” 

His surprising words were just 
as surprisingly endorsed by 
Rabbi Moshe Gafni of the ultra- 
Orthodox Torah Flag party, who 
said there was no religious rea- 
son why settlers should stay in 
Hebron: “In an area where there 
is a small group of Jews, they 
should be evacuated for their 
own safety." 

Rabbi Gafni was attacked by 
the leader of his party. Rabbi 
Avraham Ravttz, who called 
his colleague “irresponsible." 
Rabbi Ravitz said. “Some- 
times, you flunk something that 
you shouldn't say out loud." 

This rabbinical dispute casts 
an unusual light on the divisions 
in Israel, which have become 
more bitter than ever since the 
assassination of Yitzhak Rabin. 

Unlike many Jewish settlers, 
those in Hebron are almost all 
religious fundamentalists. Some 
openly venerate the memory of 
Baruch Goldstein, who killed 29 
worshipers in a mosque in 1994, 
and some don’t conceal their ad- 
miration for Mr. Rabin’s killer. 

This marks a long-standing 
rift Zionism was originally a 
secular movement, and most Is- 


By Geoffrey Wheatcroft 


raelis are not observant Jews. 
Many resent the disproportion- 
ale influence religious groups 
exert and, in particular, the huge 
effort and expense that goes into 
guarding the 400 or so sealers 
Living amid roughly 150,000 
hostile Palestinians in Hebron. 

And yet Rabbi Bakshi-Doron 
and Rabbi Gafni suggest that 
the real division between Israeli 
Jews now isn't between the re- 
ligious and the secular. It is be- 
tween two views of Israel's fu- 
ture, absolutist or pragmatic. 

More interesting — and more 
heartening — they suggest there 
is no necessary equation be- 
tween piety and uncompro- 
mising nationalism, devout faith 
and political extremism. 

Some of us have sensed what 
the rabbis are saying. Driving 
down to Hebron from Jerusalem, 


I have looked up at those great 
cantonments and thought about 
die statement they make: The 
settlers spend their lives in fort- 
resses reminiscent of the mighty 
Crusader castles to the north. 
Forget about tire Palestinian Ar- 


tend it can be won without con- 
flict with the Arabs. 

Then. Jabotinsky claimed to 
be a realist. Now. Mr. Netan- 
yahu also claims to be a realist 
The trouble is that, just as main- 
stream Zionism was once chal- 
lenged by Jabotinsky, Likud 
now is challenged by the hard- 


abs (a cynic might say that is right Moledet party and others, 
what Israel has too often done); This time Moledet arid Kach 


what sort of life faces the Jewish 
children in those settlements? 

Mr. Netanyahu won the elec- 
tion on a slogan of security, 
which is a variation on the 
theme of realism or pragmatism. 
In truth, he is in a bind, one tint 
goes back more than 70 years to 
Ukud’s own origins in the Re- 
visionist Zionist movement 
founded by Vladimir Jabotin- 
sky. The challenge Jabotinsky 
posed was this: if you seriously 
want a Jewish homeland, you 
are deluding yourself if you pre- 


are asking the rhetorical ques- 
tions. Does the Land of Israel 
comprise all areas currently ad- 
ministered by the state, includ- 
ing the territory captured in the 
Six Day War in 1967? Thai is 
what Mr. Netanyahu's promise 
to deepen the West Bank set- 
tlements implies. But while 
Likud can. alter the demographic 
balance in the West Bank, chan- 
ging the balance of the entire 
territory making up pre-1967 
and post-1967 Israel is harder. 
That territory had a non- Jewish 


majority 50 years ago and is 
likely to have one again, given 
the higher Palestinian birthrate. 

Moledet has a simple answer, 
“transfer." or wholesaleex pul- 
sion, of the Palestinians. 

At an election meeting in Je- 
rusalem last May, this was pas- 
sionately advocated by a young 
Moledet speaker, a recent im- 
migrant from Illinois. But that 
isn’t what most Israelis want, 
nor most American Jews. 

What the chief rabbi said out 
loud is what many Israelis are 
thinking: Real people and the 
preservation of life matter more 
than abstract principles or sa- 
credness of land. i 

The writer, author of “ The 
Contra versy of Zion: Jewish Na- 
tionalism. the Jewish State and 
the Unresolved Jewish Di- 
lemma contributed this com- 
ment to The New York Times. 


In East Asia, Economic Slowdown Is Temporary 


S INGAPORE — Most of the 
recent negative news about 
the economic outlook for East 
Asia is temporary. The market 
for computer chips, a major ex- 
port for many countries in the 
region, collapsed earlier this 
year but is now recovering. Cur- 
rent account deficits, which 
have risen to worrisome levels 
in two or three countries, are 
primarily due to surging growth 
and high investment, not fiscal 
deficits and low savings. 

The slowdown in many large 
East Asian economies was de- 
liberately induced as govern- 
ments applied the brakes to 
avoid overheating. China 
achieved a soft landing last 
year, while maintaining an 
enviable growth rate of almost 
10 percent South Korea is 
worried about tough times — 
but a Korean “recession," at a 
projected rate of economic ex- 
pansion of 6 percent a year 
— is still about double a 


By Gautam Kaji 


U.S. or a European “boom.” 

Overall, East Asia, excluding 
Japan, is expected to grow at 
about 7 percent in 1996. This is 
about one percent less than last 
year, but it is still the highest 
rate in the world by far. 

The growth momentum is 
impressive. Economies have 
savings and investment rates of 
30 to 40 percent of gross do- 
mestic product Foreign capital 
flows to East Asia are the 
largest in the world but account 
for only 2 percent of the re- 
gion’s economic output The 
bulk of them are not in the form 
of volatile portfolio flows into 
stocks, but foreign direct in- 
vestment in manufacturing and 
other sectors — which brings 
with it management skills, tech- 
nology and market access. 

East Asia has continued to 
run sound macroeconomic 
policies and relatively small but 


im Kaji terns, capital markets and a 

modem regulatory framework 
effective governments. Even in are essential for strong econ- 
China, with its inefficient state omies and for funding the in- 
sector, . overall productivity ’frastructure program. 


Look , Up in the Sky! It’s a Turkey! 


By Daniel S. Greenberg 


W ASHINGTON — Will 
the president and con- 
gressional leaders have the 
guts to kill the space station 
when they hold an unusual 
“space summit" to rescue 
NASA from impending finan- 
cial collapse? 

The meeting, tentatively set 
for early February at the White 
House, is intended to find a 
solution to NASA’s fiscal 
plight, mainly attributable to 
the costs of the station. Though 
called the International Space 
Station (ruSe Space Station 
Freedom under its creator, 
Ronald Reagan), in design and 
budget share it’s overwhelm- 
ingly an American venture. 

NASA’s total budget, now 
$13.7 billion, is scheduled, by 
both Congress and the White 
House, to slide downward in 
the coming years. Meanwhile, 
the space station consumes 
$1.8 billion a year, and the 
space shuttle will take billions 
more when it starts delivering 
construction materials for 
building the station. 

The space station budget is 
below die official cap of $2. 1 
billion per year imposed by 
Congress, but the budget- 
busting test will come when 
construction in space starts 
next year. In the wild blue 
yonder of space economics, 
costs are rarely tame. 

With both money and polit- 
ical courage in short supply in 
Washington, the most likely 
outcome will be a repeat of 
past responses to NASA’s 


crises — evisceration of many 
small, politically pale scientif- 
ic, ‘environmental and aviation 
research programs in favor of 
the highly visible, though use- 
less. space station. 

The celestial turkey, re- 
peatedly scaled down to where 
it's merely an unfurnished or- 
bital motel, has survived on 
aerospace pork-barrel lobby- 
ing, NASA hoopla and as a 
welfare project to keep ex-So- 
viet space experts out of mis- 
chief. The continuing and ex- 
pensive participation of 
Europe, Japan and Canada in 
the project is cited by NASA 
and its friends as another rea- 
son to keep it going, especially 
since NASA enticed them in 
with glowing forecasts of in- 
dustrial benefits from research 
aboard the space station. 

Upon reflection, however, 
industry sees few benefits 
from research in low-gravity 
conditions, which, after ail, 
can be established on Mother 
Earth. Among the foreign 
partners, enthusiasm for the 
venture has waned, and each 
budget cycle brings another 
suspense^) crisis. For the ma- 
jor foreign partner, the Euro 1 - 
pean Space Agency, funding 
is always precarious. 

With NASA on a down- 
ward budget course, the sta- 
tion’s huge bite into space 
finances is no longer support- 
able. The rationale for the pro- 
ject has dwindled to the point 
where the purpose of building 
the space station is to gain 


experience in building a space 
station. In the beginning, the 
station was touted as both an 
industrial laboratory and a 
stepping stone for a manned 
mission to Mars. Discussion 
of that journey ended when 
the cost estimates came in at 
$400 billion or more. 

Following savage down- 
sizings and privatization of 
shuttle operations and other 
activities, there's not much left 
to cut at NASA. Under Dan 
Goldin, NASA administrator, 
the agency has shifted from 
building multib illi on-dollar 
behemoth research satellites, 
which put years of work at risk 
in one shot, sometimes dis- 
astrously, in favor of many 
smaller, cheaper satellites. But 
even these economy models 
are threatened by NASA’s im- 
pending budget crunch. 

A big helping of additional 
money would solve NASA’s 
problems. But the president 
and the Republican congres- 
sional leadership are sworn to 
deficit reduction. Opening the 
gates for NASA would bring a 
rush of other interests, all as- 
serting their importance and 
worthiness. 

Termination of the space 
station would be the wisest 
step for ensuring the best re- 
turns from spending in space. 

Don’t bet on it 

The writer is editor and 
publisher of Science A Gov- 
ernment Report, a Washington 
newsletter. He contributed 
this comment to The Wash- 
ington Post. 


growth exceeds that of the 
united States. Savings also 
provide an excellent short-term 
cushion. In the unlikely event 
that foreign funds dried up and 
Thailand had to eliminate its 
current account deficit, it would 
still have an investment rale 
higher than that of Chile. 

But the region is not on auto- 
matic pilot to assured sustainable 
growth. As East Asian political 
leaders and economic managers 
recognize, keeping growth go- 
ing requires continued structural 
and institutional reform. 

Investment in ports, roads 
and other infrastructure needed 
if high growth, competitiveness 
and human well-being are to be 
maintained will amount to more 
than $200 billion a year by the 
turn of the century . Less than 1 0 
percent of such investment 
comes from the private sector; 
the ratio could be increased to 
more than 30 percent if a more 
inviting policy framework was 
established. 

State enterprises remain cen- 
tral to the transition from cen- 
tral p lanning . China has under- 
taken remarkable reforms, but 
the future agenda is more com- 
plex because it is deeply en- 
twined with the knot of inef- 
ficient government companies. 
Vietnam faces similar chal- 
lenges. Privatization of state 
firms will unleash productivity 
growth throughout the region. 


Despite major improvements 
in living standards, some 4S0 
million people .still live in 
poverty in East Asia. To close 
the gap between rid* and poor, 
priority must be given to rural 
development broad-based so- 
cial services and the inclusion of 
those who would otherwise be 
left out of the region’s growth. 

.. East Asia is continually re- 
structuring as the more ad- 
vanced economies move up the 
ladder and the poorer ones take 
over labor-intensive produc- 
tion. There is a growing need 
for better education, worker 
training and labor market reg- 
ulation to provide the high qual- 
ity and flexible skills needed for 
the next phase of uulustrial and 
service growth. 

The environment has been 
the black spot of East Asian 
success. Deforestation has been 
more rapid than in any other 
region and some coastal waters 
are under threat. Air and water 
pollution is a severe problem in 
Bangkok, Jakarta and many of 
China’s major cities. 

Unless the environment be- 
comes a policy priority, the re- 
sult could he rising costs in 
health and general well-being 
that would inhibit economic 
growth. 

. The writer, a managing di- 
rector of operations of the 
World Bank, is a former vice 


allowing governments to focus president of the bank for East 
on areas that are not suitable for Asia and the Pacific. He con- 


private sector development. 
Building robust banking sys- 


tribiaed this comment to the In- 
ternational Herald Tribune. 


IN OUR PAGES: 100, 75 AND 50 YEARS AGO 

1896: Rebellion Grows considered that the tribulation 


MANILA — The rebellion in 
the Philippines has spread. The 
chief interest is in the province 
of Cavite, which die Spanish 
will shortly attack in force. 
Railway traffic is suspended, 
consequent upon the operations 
of General Rios around Mey- 
anoyan, fifteen kilometres 
north of Manila, beyond which 
the dangerous zone begins. 
There are frequent executions, 
but they are ineffectual. 
Twenty-one rebels were ex- 
ecuted in Cavite and four here. 

1921; Expected Error 

PARIS — Dr. Roux-Ddimal’s 
number and that of the Chamber 
ofDeputies were recorded in the 
telephone directory as one and 
the same: When anyone called 
up die Chamber, naturally the 
doctor’s phone would ring. It 
became so much ; of an annoy- 
ance that Dr.. Rotix-D dimal 


considered that the tribulations 
caused him by the error were 
worth lO.OQOfr. He accordingly 
brought suit, and the judgment 
rendered is interesting to any- 
one who harbors a telephone. 
For his claim was denied! “It is 
understood," reads the judg- 
■ ment, “that irresponsibility Is 
die rule of the Post, Telephone 
and Telegraph service.” 

1946: Strike for Bread 

ROME — ; Hundreds of thou- 
sands of workers Jn Naples 
began- a general strike today 
[Dec. 17] to protest against food 
conditions, as the Cabinet met in 
Rome to consider a reduction in 
the national bread ration from 
250 to 200 .grams, daily and 
other measures to meet a new 
winter food crisis. Other dan- 
go: signs were constant agita- 
tion in MBan, where food of- 
ficials insured that Italy’s second 
otjf was living from .day to day 
on its hread and pasta ration. 
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Will Qinton the Reformer 
Stick Around This Time? 


By Richard Cohen 


:U\K 


W ^t^NGTON — Bill 

▼ ▼Clinton is back. The pro- 
gressive, reformist, garrulous and 
impressively knowledgeable 
pnsidem of yore has returned to 
Washington after months of act- 
ing otherwise ot the campaign 
5 A* a candidate, be raised 
oodles of campaign money in a 
dubious fashion, ducked the press 
and ignored topics that might not 
wm him any votes. As president, 
ne s opposed to all that. 

We now know that the president 
raised campaign funds shame- 
lessly. The Washington Post tells 
us that be virtually rented out the 
White House and its Lincoln Bed- 
room (IHT, Dec. 16), awarding the 
place to the fattest of the fat rats 
Lesser contributors had to settle 
for a meal with the president or, 
maybe, a ride on Air Force One. 

One New Jersey man, cl aimin g 
to have raised $ 1 3 milli on for the 
Democratic National Co mmittee, 
got to fly from Washington to 
Newark on Air Force One to meet 
Pope John Paul II. Others got the 
plane, the Lincoln Bedroom, the 
pool, the solarium and two meals 
with the first family. 

The names of. certain people 
properly humiliated by having 
their names and contributions 
published in The Post shall not 
concern us here — although. I’m 
sure, like every woman praised 
for her intellect but used far ber 
body, they felt slightly soiled the 
morning after. It’s possible Bill 
will never call them again. Cheer 
up, chump. AI will soon be di- 
aling for dollars. 

No law — nor, as far as 1 know, 
furniture — was broken in rent- 
ing out the White House and Air 
Force One. Nor was the practice 
entirely new. Presidents have al- 
ways sold access to themselves 
— although maybe not to the 
extent Mr. Clinton has. What 
' makes it noteworthy in Mr. Clin- 
ton’s case is that such fund-rais- 
ing reeks of precisely the sort of 
influence-peddling the president 
himself once found so odious. 

The president, you see, is very 
much for campaign finance re- 
form. In J99Z it was one of his 
stump standards, and he even men- 
tioned it in his inaugural address: 

4 ’Let us resolve to reform oar pol- 
itics so that power and privilege no 
longer shout down the voice of the 
people.” But if the voice of the 
people was heard in the Lincoln 


Bedroom of late, then it must have 
been the chatter of die help as they 
tidied up for the next fai cat slum- 
ber party. The president favors 
campaign reform — until, of 
course, he needs die money. 

Somewhat the same principle 
applies to press conferences. Mr. 

. Qinton held one last week, and 
an impressive performance it 
was. He showed himself the mas- 
ter of many topics and on one in 
particular, late-term abortions, 
spoke with such passion that no 
one could doubt the intensity of 
his feelings. This was the Clinton 
that so impressed the press corps 
during his first presidential cam- 
paign — knowledgeable, artic- 
ulate, garrulous and empathetic. 

But from January until 
November, Mr. Clinton held no 
formal news conferences at all. In 
between, the campaign inter- 
vened, but that, really, is the 
oddest of all reasons not to meet 
the press. In other words, at the 
very time you are seeking re- 
election, when you are asking the 
people to give you four more 
years, you do not subject yourself 
to questioning but instead mostly 
rely on campaign commercials. 

Anyone can understand wby 
the president raised money the 
way he did and held no press con- 
ferences during the presidential 
campaign. He wanted to win. But 
jnst as he was for campaign reform 
except where it applied to his own 
campaign^ be is for accountability 
to the press except when account- 
ability matters most. 

This adherence to principle ex- 
cept when it interferes with the 
highest principle — winning — is 
what has always made politics a 
moral muddle. We can see a ver- 
. sion of it in tiie apologies being 
tendered to various senators by 
Tony Lake as he seeks to go from 
national seenrity adviser to CIA 
director. He now says that his 
failure to inform relevant senators 
that the United States was per- 
mitting Iranian aims shipments to 
the Bosnian Muslims was a mis- 
take. But the mistake, if it can be 
called was in getting caught 

All things considered, though, it 
is good to have die president back. 
But before the press falls all over 
itself lauding the New Clinton, we 
ought to wonder where be has 
hero — and whether, if things start 
to get rough, hell go away again. 

The Washington Post. 
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The Christian Science Monitor. 
Lk Angeles Times Syixfaite. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Diplomatic Brouhaha 

Regarding ** French Aide Walks 
Out on Toast to Christopher " 
(Dec. J2) and related articles: 

During an altercation with the 
French consul in 1 827. the Dey of 
Algeria flicked the consul with a 
fly whisk. French dignity was in- 
sulted. As appropriate apologies 
and reparations were not forth- 
coming. France went to war. 

Happily, we live in punctilious 
times. We need not fear that the 
"snub” administered — or not 
administered — by the French 
foreign minister, Herve de Char- 
ette, to Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher need have such 
drastic results. The French- Amer- 
ican relationship will weather this 
sniL It has seen worse. 

JOHNE. RAY. 

Fontenay-Tresigny , France. 

' Having read the report about 
the farewell luncheon for Mr. 
Christopher, during which Mr. de 
Charetle walked out on some un- 
known business and the French 
ambassador to NATO, Gerard Er- 
rara, set aside the most basic rules 
of courtesy by talking to his 
aides during the toast, 1 would 
like to thank Mr. Christopher 
for his tireless search for peace 
in the world. 


With regard to the assertion 
that the United States is display- 
ing arrogance over the NATO 
southern command and trade is- 
sues ("US. Arrogance," Letters. 
Dec. 12), there are many people in 
Europe, especially among us 
older citizens who lived through 
World War II, who think that 
tiie arrogance is wholly on the 
French side. 

VTk’EKA OHMAN. 

Palma de Mallorca, Spain. 

I witnessed a similar incident 
when General de Gaulle visited 
New Orleans during his inter- 
regnum. At the great civic ban- 
quet given in de Gaulle's honor, 
the ranking local dignitary. Gov- 
ernor Earl Long of Louisiana, 
walked out before the speeches 
began. 

The general took it in stride, 
merely staling his bland regret 3t 
Governor Long’s pressing en- 
gagement. which de Gaulle said 
had kept him from expressing his 
esteem to the governor in person. 

RENEHIMEL. 

Paris. 

It seems that France, weak from 
its domestic failures, is intent on 
demonstrating its strength abroad, 
whether it be through Jacques 
Chirac's awkward trip to Jeru- 


They’re Perky and Pesky 
And Won’t Stop Calling 


By Patricia Smith 


salem or his demand that the 
southern command of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization go 
to a European. 

For France, which left NATO’s 
military structure 30 years ago on 
a whim of Gallic pride, to make 
such demands now is absurd. 

MATTHEW S. DUNNE. 

Paris. 

Regarding “ For Albright, 

French Flattery" (Dec. 14): 

To describe as flattery the con- 
gratulatory letter sent by Foreign 
Minister de Charetle of France to 
Madeleine Albright over her be- 
ing nominated U.S. secretary of 
state reveals a lack of knowledge 
of the habits of politeness in dip- 
lomatic circles. 

Unless, of course, you intend to 
overdramatize an unfortunate 
problem. 

B.CHADENET. 

Paris. 


Letters intended for publication 
should be addressed " Letters to 
the Editor" and contain the 
writer's signature, name and full 
address. Letters should be brief 
and are subject to editing. We can- 
not be responsible for the return of 
unsolicited manuscripts. 


B oston — ■ *Mrs. cogiiano? 

This is Ron from AT&T. I 
understand you have another 
long-distance carrier. ..'* 

Cheryl Cogiiano had had it. 
This was the second call of the 
day from the tenacious conglom- 
erate, even though she had in- 
dicated in no uncertain terms that 
she had been a deliriously happy 

MEANWHILE 

MQ customer for 17 years and 
saw no reason to rock the boat. 

To AT&T it seemed that 
“Reach Out and Touch 
Someone" meant to call that 
Cogiiano womzrn again — but 
make sure she's in the shower, in 
the middle of cooking dinner, 
helping her kids with their home- 
work. or just opening her from 
door while balancing four gro- 
cery bags and carrying her check- 
book in her teeth. Mrs. Cogiiano 
wants her relentless suitors to 
abandon the couitship. 

“For about the past year and a 
half, the calls from them soli- 
citing long-distance service have 
been just insurmountable,” she 
says. “Sometimes every week, 
sometimes every two weeks. A 
month didn't go by when 1 didn't 
get a call from AT&T. I would 
say, ‘No thank you. I’m not in- 
terested’ and hang up. It reached 
a point where it was just another 
major annoyance. ’ ’ 

Then in June. Mrs. Cogliano’s 
mother was hospitalized with a 
serious illness, and every ring of 
the telephone sent a chili through 
the household. “Whenafamily is 
stressed out like that, you’re 
already on edge. You don’t want 
to pick up foe phone and hear 
some perky solicitor on the other 
end. But no matter what I said. 
AT&T kept calling.” 

That’s when she called and 
asked to be put on foe company's 
“no call” list. She was told it 
would take 60 days for the ban to 
take effect. “For about a month to 
six weeks. 1 had peace.’ ' she says. 
“Then these past two months, it 
started picking up again. In foe 
past month, they've called four 
times. The other day I got two 
calls within an hour and 24 
minutes of each other.” 

Each supervisor or customer 
service rep or sales assistant Mrs. 
Cogiiano spoke to acknowledged 
her problem and promised to take 


care of the situation personally. 
“It seems like there’s a system in 
place, but it’s just not working for 
me,” says Mrs. Cogiiano. “And 
no one can tell me how long it's 
going to take.” 

It is difficult to get a straight 
answer. When 1 called 1-800-225- 
7466, the same number Ms. Cogii- 
ano called, helpful AT&T elves 
estimated how long it would take 
for solicitations to stop once my 
name was placed on the "no call” 
list. In clipped, no-nonsense tones, 
Monica Young said it would take 
a full six months. Sabrina Adams 
opted for one to 30 days. Cynthia 
Lewis said she was “sure it would 
be less” than seven days. The 
effervescent Myra Charleston es- 
timated 60 days. Jamie Francis 
said. “You have to speak to 
someone in customer service.” 

Christina in customer service: 
“Call us, we fill out a form and 
send you a letter to sign.” Shay 
Wesley, 45 to 60 days. Joe 
Hutcherson, 60 days. Maria 
Mitchell. 30 to 45 days. 

“I’d love to tell you that in a 
corporation with millions of cus- 
tomers and hundreds of thou- 
sands of employees, everyone is 
totally and completely able to 
give the same answers," says 
Kay Gibbs of AT&T's New Eng- 
land public relations office. 
“Those people are not the actual 
people doing foe job. If the av- 
erage person could call foe de- 
partment that actually maintains 
foe do-not-call list, he or she 
would get the correct answer. 
There’s just no way to access foal 
department directly.” 

“There are thousands of 
people who wish to be placed on 
that list." says Ms. Gibbs. ‘’But 
it’s a practical data entry problem 
that ebbs and flows with foe work- 
load. We don't want to promise 
and tell them tomorrow, since we 
know that's not actually true. It 
doesn't make any sense for us not 
to put people on the list once they 
ask us to stop calling them. That 
just generates ill will.” 

01 will? Right now Cheryl 
Cogiiano is filing a written com- 
plaint with the Federal Commu- 
nications Commission. “I did 
everything I possibly can,” she 
says'. “I followed their instruc- 
tions. Now I consider it harass- 
ment I don’t want an apology. I 
just want ihem to go away.” 

The Boston Globe. 
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One World. One Hotel. 
Uniquely Inter-Continental 


INTER-CONTINENTAL, 


hotels and resorts 

www.interconti.corn/ 


.fjis am! exclusive- privileges suelr as 24 Iwur 
Service* and next day Card replacement. Our 
network uf over 3,200 American Express 
, i v c l,x.a lions'* is wady to assist ynu. « 1 icrever 
J filin' A; l Hl- ideal i ravel companion?, 
inertia! and American Express. 


tin my hen 

Customer 


I i 4 ..l UL,i»l Mibi. i'l-rtnvii., I«. . ii- \IIJm- • in* I lir-— -Ui 
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BUSINESS MESSAGE CENTER 


fmport/Export 


HAVANA CIGARS 
Graa choice 1 tree Sftpmem 
wwutmoe. A$» tor our pnce list 
Fat* (+41) 22-3491225. 


EXPOflT/IHPOm FROM USA, 

SiM * only, hqure-tifiert must «*ide 
U> spasftatoi coca into an. dtfw 
tohediia. Need rase and Financial (def- 
ences. Principals erfy. Fa* 305483-1141 


GENERIC CIGARETTES. American 
blend lobetce, lowest prices, pwaie 
labelling available FAX USA. t (9541 
47448% 


FAMOUS BRAND FOODS. A 
beauty ads. US ergn. Volume 
purchases only. Fax gw-47+3886 USA 


FROZEN CtfiCKEH AND PARTS, 
USA onon low pnees FAX USA 
1 (954) 474-3856. 


LEVI SOfS. Used and Nw Quality 
ears <fr*i f rwt? me USA. Hcn«a and 
Relate Fax: 50K2&0K9 USA 


QUALITY T-SHIRTS hem Hamburg 
Reach stocl. large quanttes lor «ate. 
Fax Germany *4M 371726. 


USED LEVI SOI JEANS - All calm & 
grapes For pnee 1st FAX: BGl -561-3849 
USA. RECVOEWEAR 


USED MACHINERY WORLDWIDE 

ntQ-i/mw.trade+me-CQ'n 
Far ^9-30399 OS « 


Business Opportunities 


2X US. NASDAQ SHBJL CD'S 
Approved for Gi? i Gds. ASnm g 
Brand New. No UaMLes 
TiaUng SytrtKJ & Marita Mates 
Privffle ftawrera Financing Arranged 
Contact Abacus Corporation 
Fax (Nimert B0M2W41B 
or 1 04547 3388§carapimve.a»i 
A wnubacuKiodcs-com 


2nd PASSPORTS < Dnrring Licences I 
DagreesCamoullags Passpons/Stcrei 
Bam Accounts. GM. P 0. Box 70302. 
Athens 16610. Greece. Fax 8962152. 

IuS)//nw» SobaFfno ney.com 


FOR SALE 

INGENIOUS device with 
ffORlD WOE PATENTS 
A unique nwsmert «*ti no wmpettem 
and naspve tfctnesfic & 
Gommemoi powral 
(XanutKamq operator eaaty reJcrated 
anywhere Proven sales. Excepted 
profit margins. 

Sale » indude ai intellectual pepartv. 
expertise «. 

Gaea £1.5 mm. 

For funner rtomaten please tot bnef 
daads n u (0) 113 287 fS5 


HOGRATON OPPORTUMTES 

Ottam Ppmanere Restiency. 2nd 

Ciazensn® A 2nd Passpwt na Ecomroc 

jmestman. iOTS> legal Gcvemmem 
Programs, staring at S2QOOO. ®ued r. 
90 io i80 days. Funds neW m Escrow 
uni you receive your drcuwJs. 
INTERNATIONAL ATTORNEYS SA 
CARIBBEAN' be W5S0) 290 587 
or Fac -4590) 290 684 
(■■MAIL OTATTSAOLCOM 


FINANCING 

lot red ease, government protects and 
(nemeses ftwgft Jam Vareure 
Partnerships. Broken welcome. 

LYONS CAPITAL INC. 
USA-based international flnanwf. 

(T) (804| 6434)000 
(F) 1004) 6430725 
lycnstSiymsapffilcorc 
Icp-j.VmiwJyonscapcal com 


HELP. HELP! I need 4-6 wy dtecrael 
people or adtsatce who waft to mate 
E 50,000+ tax-fiee vnBm the next 6-12 
months. There & no seing makes. ad 
you need less than me hom per day » 
operate. CcmftesNy legal & emMi en- 
nysife You must be resident h UK m 
have a trustworthy discreet contact « 
LK. Fax tor detais UK 0113 252 5287 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY 

30 year old chain of New York City 
beauty schools with 36 employees 
seeks invBStwrputchaser. minimum of 
52 million. Fax inquiries lo: 
(212) 697-0328 USA. 


OFFSHORE COMPANIES 

READY MADE CD'S.. FULL ADMN 
TRADE DOCUMENTS AI® UC 
BANKING 4 ACCOUNTTN& 

CHINA BUSINESS SERVICES 

Contact Stella Ho lor immetSabe 
semen 8 company brochure 
NAGS LTD. Room ilffi, Albion Paza 
Z-6 Gramfle Road, TST. Kerim 
Hong Iton. mb! nauChksuperjiei 
Teh 85237241223 Fax 2722437} 


OFFSHORE COMMERCIAL BANK 
FOR SALE 

With Class A license and corresponded 
Dark reoumsfip indudes a tax-free 
hoklng contrary, a U.S subsxtery wth 
Nct York City tffrtt. ar.d a UK. 
subM&vy wlto LarNtox cHc^Si. 
acousmon. 1O0S control. US S60.000 
FINANCE MERCHANTS GROUP. 
Nassau TeL 1242] 394-7060 
Far (M?) 394-7082. 

Lnnoor TtfFgc 44 18! 539 524E 


BIPORT AGENT/WPORTCR required to 
share re exciting and financially 
rewarding opportunities. Over Z30 
Vicumns ana Health Preducts ratKmafiy 
advertised and sold tbreci to the put* 
m 9* UX Car you do ihe sane 1 Fax 
vtjur lenerhead for further information. 


MANUFACTURER OF PURE NATURAL 
CAFFS NE & TEA POLYPHENOL seeks 
fcnn term safes panner. Superoy Wi LA 
Tel: (8521 2766-81 B1 Far (852) 
27S*B1 


MADE IN THE USA: Gofcfs Gym. Cra- 
ze* War. Worid Detas and Belter Bod- 
ies sports wear & accessaries. Huge 
stocks 10% and less reM sales v*s. 
Tel/Fax Li*. +35225.18.49 


LES UAITRES PARFUMEURS. PARIS 
are tooUng tor twkfwkte durtribi/kns 8 
retailers lor theii prestigious perfumes. 
Fax +33 ffll 1 4561 2261 


OFFSHORE COMPANIES. For free bro- 
chure or advice TeL London 44 ist 741 
1224 Far 44 101 748 6558/6338 
wwwjppt8mco.uk 


PBffUMES ARE THE BEST frwestmeB 
tor tame 6 money. We help you to cre- 
ate mur awn brand from concepts to 
marketing. Fax *33 (0) 1 6409 9426. 


Tito Largest Greek ManutacEmg 4 
Trafrg Company rift farchsng 
system Stops aB over Greece. 
Cyprus S S. Africa, 
peeks PARTNERS 
tor earning Us scMies. 
SERIOUS EWES ONLY PLEASE 
47. Kanoanrajpotoa Street 
GR - 185 40 Areas- 
TeL 4301-4220600 
Far +231-4121666 


World's Top Escort Service 
seeks service repress matrvetoa drier 
dnu^out U.S., Europe & around woitd. 
Operate fud^imertHkrie from home or 
otoce. No expstanoe necessary. We wi 
train. Sen d [background rtonracn ta 
btenaete Eccons 
1641 Broadway, Suob 1QQQ 
New York, W 10021 USA 
Far. 212-765-8158 Tet 212-7B-7867 


POMPANO BEACH aOHIM Itstweefl 
Boca Raton & FI LeuderdsM H» room 
beach front resort tael. pool, reoaurat 
muse kune, fib bn. Newly renovated. 
30 urfB wfin frikhen, mbs. Two pert- 
house apartments. AB unte wth ocean 
vrow. cable T.V. Please respond ta Box 
190, LRT. 850 ThWAviL,Bh floor, New 
York, N.Y. 10022. USA. 


WE WU BUY AN EXSTWG OFF- 
SHOft bartc writh no UAiea. Phone 1 
(812) 231-1759, fax 1 (812) 231-1811 


Telecommunications 


THE BEST OPPORTUNITY 
M THE TELECOM WORLD 
tor inveaore or wotowide agents 
u upgrade your sales and Ikotib 
a real cantor. We oiler a turnkey 
system (hard & w8) tor prepaid, 
caAng cards, csflart, oafttough. 
We mstal arwrtwre. 

FAX: BOL PARS 
33 (0)1 40 30 45 88 


COMPUTER TELEPHONY SOFTWARE 
soutBttnyiBd^M venue servos, Fx 
+41-62-347-1012 a^AtonOWotreejcom. 


Business Services 


US COMPANY, porterting to a GmuB 
established 30 years aga wfl souroe al 
types of US rranufaflufM goods and 
naanaS tor a modest cornwaon. 
Eresvit (USA). Inc. (Miami). Tel: 
(305)37«B2a Fac 1305)37-^153. 
E-Mei nc2fflflfiican0cLreL 


CYPRUS OFFICE and Bustos Setvtaes 
m Nettsi Umassot Mad. Phone. Fax, 
Legal Accoortrg, Danddon. MtuM- 
mg. Your bridge to Male East, Russia. 
aSs. Fie 3575 ■ 3M844 




H Union are wtfwmB TeJ; 972 
50883135. Fax 972 4 8667029 


PROPERTY MANAGQBtT in BERLDt 
Young, experienced property manager 
seeks addtond properties from owisaBS 
dents. Phone: +49-3048682098 Fax 
t49-3D-88682061 


YOUR OFFICE M DUBUN. Sawed OF 
fees, Hri, Phone & Fax. Offshore CD. 
Formations. Prestigious Address. Tib 
+353 (1) 475 1891 Foe (1) 475 1889 


CONFIDENTIAL making address or 
raftered office in Engbnl Other busi- 
ness sendees available. Fax +44 (0) 
1924 200581 m Tet 200580 


VOICE BOX - MESSAGING. Yourpec- 
sote Vmra Box raaUws ym wurWivida 
PIN seonltitiimsata. GTS TN. 
+49 (0)69-9 572015& Fax 45720154 


YOUR OFFICE M LONDON 

Bond Street - Mail. Phone. Fax. Telex 

Tet 44 171 499 9132 Rtx ITT 489 7517 


Business Travel 


IsVBusinus Oats Frequent Trawtes. 
Woittwde. (to to 50% (A No tayporat 
no restrictions. Imperial Canada TA 
f -514-341 -7227 Fax: 1-51M41-7996. 
e-marl address: kraonal id login /rat 
tiBpAnnrJo^uutltaip«W 


Capital Wanted 


CAPITAL WANTED hr Reel Estate to- 
vestment In Paris, wlh guerantee & high 
ntiei Tel/Fax: +33 p)1 69 44 38 2a 


ESTABLISHED IMPORTER SEEKS 
capital to expand (lariMMn m ISA of 
hign end French himriure ffl torrar 
design Irene. Various projects S2SK to 
51 W lor pnva» towto. Pwdu* » 
view Parfe markets Jan. T)7. Mr. Bush, 
404^064515. Fax «MS6m USA 


SOUND URGENT PROJECT - Owner 
seeks hinds: CflpHfll interest and 
comsscr secured by prime bank guar- 
aniae, « up-front toe. refurxtt* dv»l 
or advance payment Serous inquiries 
ptos to fax +33 (p)M7 N 99 & 


Christen & Co. 

New York 
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BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


TELECOMMUNICATIONS 


INTERNATIONAL 
AIR-CONDITIONING, 
REFRIGERATION 
AND HEATING EXPO' 

APRIL 7-11, 1997 

Kuwait ^ 


• Expo‘97 is your ideal gateway to enter Kuwait and 
the Gulf countries lucrative market and reiterate your 
company standing in this area and introduce the 
latest technology available in this field. 

• Expo'97 will include a professional forum with a series 
of lectures, seminars.and conferences. 


To participate or for more information please contact the organizers: 
Tel.: ( 965 ) 2450400/500/ Fax : ( 965 ) 2430755 


Organized and Managed by : 



INTERNATIONAL 




M ade in usa ’Q 7 

1VJL TRADE SHOWii J l 


Certified by the U.S. Department of Commerce and 
supported by the American Embassy in Kuwai 

MAY 11-15, 1997 



KUWAIT INTERNATIONAL FAIRGROUNDS 

KUWAIT 



Introduce your products and reiterate your company standing 
at this trade show for U.S. products and services in the Gulf 
countries.Benefil from our export match-making program for 
traders and buyers. 


To participate or for more information, please contact : 


in die Chdf: EXHIBITIONS INTERNATIONAL intheUSA: MADE IN ISA MARKETING, INC 
TeL: (965) 2450400/ 500/ 600 TeL: (212) 566 ■ 3878 
Fax:(965)2430755 Fax: (212) 566 - 6424 


OreaoizMl and Managed by: I _ 

* 1 Sponsored by : ^ 

Chevron V 

, ^ Chevron Alqhanim 

INTERNATIONAL I « ““** 


CREDIT INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION 

. 7)r/rf f/ff f/f (/tf/stye Cji’ . fthrmr/a/' 


Foreign Currency Loans 

Letters of Credit 

Bank and Insurance Guarantees 

Syndication Bond 

High Interest Investments 

European Office: 

Tel: +44.171.494.1414 
Fax: +44.171.734.3919 


Opening of Bank Account 
Credit/Discount/Phone Card 
Foreign Companies and Offshore 
Venture Capital 
Bank Instruments 

USA Office: 

Tel: +1.415.4396800 
Fax: +1.415.4396820 


MEDICAL PUBLISHING OPPORTUNITY 

We are looking for joint venture partners to publish an 
established and successful medical publishing product in 
Europe either on an individual or multi-country basis. 
This product has been successfully launched in 4 countries 
and we now wish to expand into Europe. 

The end product is of the highest quality and produces a 
substantial profit on investment. Interested companies 
should supply details of their organisation and experience 
of publishing medical based literature in Europe, 
particularly France, Germany and Italy. 

AH enquiries in confidence to Mr C. Fleet 
Facsimile 0171 4912191 
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FINANCIAL ENHANCEMENTS 

CONDITIONAL DRAFTS 

RELATED FINANCIAL TRANSACTIONS 


An established international company will provide condition- 
al drafts, verifiable pledge of assets, D.LG's, guarantee finan- 
cial transactions, collateral loan commitments to approved 
projects, and other acceptable financial transactions. No 
U.S.A. Territory or possession considered Due diligence and 
legal counsel review will be conducted. Ail Non-US. brokers 
and intermediaries invited and protected. 

UK. Tel: 44 171 495 2075 Costa Rfca Tel: 506 293 U44 
Eac 44 171 495 2074 fo: 506 293 1237 


INCORPORATE 




IN THE '\ X899 / U.S.A. 

Protect Your Personal Assets 

• Incorporate « any aaw. rearing 
Delaware. Nevada 8 Wyomng 

• LLCs (Untied UaMhy Companwsi 
■ in as We as 48 bows 

Corporate Agents, Inc. 

Fax (3021958-7078 
CompuServe GO WC 
rnqr/'Mww corpor a te core 


1 - 998-0598 
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SOUTHWEST FRANCE 

2SO acres constroctable 
Restawarri+ Hotel 

GOLF 27h 


19 Peel Rood, Dougla*. 

faied-McairMl 4S 

let 01624 626591 
Free 01624 625126 
London Tet {T77) 222 SS6A 
Fare (171] 233 1519 
JE^Ma&artwifrmlufpri&iUMf 


INCORPORATE 
IN THE USA 

DELAWARE LLCs 


(302)652-4800 

FAX 302-652-6760 


CorpCo 


EMto£ STATE KAMNG 



LISBON - PORTUGAL 

Piece of land located in prestigious prime property 
area of the dty of Lisbon. 

Planning permission already obtained for a building 
comprising offices, shops and a car park 
with a capacity of 340 vehicles. 

Total area of building - 25,000 sq.m. 




For further information contact 

ACTEL.SA 

Av. Casal Ribeiro. 46 - 6o - 1000 LISBOA - PORTUGAL 
Tel: 01 -3526979 - Fax: 01 -352 74 73 



LEGAL NOTICE 


NOTICE OF SEIZURE 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that by virtue of Warrant for 
Arrest in Rem, issued by the US 
District Court for ihe District of 
Maryland, in an action entitled * 




L Randy L Walker, united 
Slates Secret Service, arrested on 
4/2/96, said prop e rty described ' 
under Cjvil Doctet Na PJM-%- 
B50 and filed with the Clerk of 
the Court for the District of 
Maryland far violation, of 18 
U£.C. Sections 1343, 1956 and 
1957, and which action request 
that the said monks be seized 
for condemnation and 
confiscation and requetssudi 
costs and disbursements as 
decreed by the Court Any 
person who is entitled to 
possession, or claiming an 
interest in or to said property, 
pursuant to Supplemental Rule 
C(6) of the Certain Admiralty 
and Maritime Rules, Federal 
Rules of Cml Procedure, and 
within 10 days after publication 
must Be a daim with the Cleric 
of the Court, U.S. District Court 
for the District of Maryland and 
make service upon the attorney 
for the plaintiff, and must serve 
their answers within 20 days 
after the filing of their daims. All 
interested peraens should file 
daims and answers within the 
time ro fixed, ot be defaulted 
and said property be 
condemned and forfeited to the 
use of the United States of . 
America. DA VIOL SALEM, 
Assistant United States 
Attorney, 4 fL. U5. Courthouse, 
6500 Cherrywood Lane, 
Greenbelt, Maryland 20770, 
attorney for the plaintiff. - 


VIP SERVICES 
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The art or Welcoming ! 
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LOWEST INTL PHONE MTES 


Savings Up To 79% • No Stamm or Monthly Fees 
Any Phone, fSx or CeHuiar • Ca8 torAfi ftir Nif Bate 
24 Hr. Peisorial Service^ • No Confuting Bits 


Check Out Our Rates To USA- From: 



SAVE ON INTERNATIONAL 
PHONE CALLS 


^ Digital Switching/Fiber Optit Lines 

• AT&T and Other Networks 

Use from Home, Office, Hotels, Cell Phones 

• 24 Hour Customer Service* 

Call now for New Low Bates! 

Tel: 1 .206,284.8600 

Fax: 1.206.270.0009 

The Original Urns open 24 hours!. , 


IfZflhKMZ 


417 Second Avenue West • Sewrttte+WA 98119 USA » 


h tt p / Av vv v/ . k a I ( b a c k . c o m * Email: info •:* kallback.com 


INTERNATIONAL DIRECT DIAL iS HERE! 
WHY "WAIT" FOR CALLBACK? 


« Unbeatable Inter European Rates, 
e InDirect and Direct connectton to the UTG Network. 

• Comwrtdirectlytoomo1ttelaigert(HlvatenetiiroitebEuope. 

• Expand your custom database nith a product on the leading edge. 


UTG ComnxrtcaBore seeks axperenced Cafiack Agents and CuBtomastofah- 
tog to convert their Inter European and international traffic to Direct Dial a 
competitive prides. UTG has one offfie Cargast 8xa nehrarte to Euqpe wtfi 
nodes in (38) major cites and can conned customers tfrectiy cslto Vs networK.- 
prospects call, or send us your proffe to receive further detals. 

UTG COMMUNICATIONS 

13 A 1 H. Debmie Avenue-PHEteJefoMa F 84 19125 - USA 

- TeL 21 5 - 423 - 3600 - Fax; 215 - A 23- 3660 

WtpsVwww.urgcomxom 

London - Switzerland - USA 


NOBODY’S IN THIS MARKET LIKE WE ARE 

Save up to 80% 
International Calls 


• No Monthly Mawnum .*NoS6rtu& Line, w MffrihVfes 
•MiALtoBMl Operators -Customer Sehnce.24 houratfoy. 7 <^weeh 
-Itemized Bfeng *6 Second ftftngtocemenls ■Crys^a^rSouvl 0“^ty 

Pierfoct for Home, Offin, Hotel, F«, or CeBute-PliMiet 



U-K .-~^2L* TRAHCE».-.™ m ^5fr 

0 . 5 . fiBWAHY»,, w .^ 37 g SWITTERLAND^r 


Call Hans at: 44-171 360 5037 ; 

: Fax: 44 171 360 5035 

Or calbur US. SOI] 996-1670 orfaflc fZOi) d96-L&7b - 

,»«p7/<ww.newiw^ ’ 
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Eloyd Webber’s Latest Has Burning Barn but No 


#L 

' % Uoyd Rose 

r " wtogtonPoa^^vv, 

W ASHNGTON— Near die 

“d rf Whistle Down tbe 
*** Andrew Lloyd 

Webber musical that had its 

Premiere last week here at ihe 

-Wres^wTfte Sr 





uk smgere wmbe and sweat and 
?™ke rubber snakes and fall into ecstatic 
nance 5 with their feet twitching, ft's 
p^tty embarrassing, but at least the evaa- 
mg momentarily cooks to Kffe. Rarely has 
“££«J<*tfl»dtas» II ii* 

. Webber is often accused of vub 

is not the problem here, 
j Whistle Down die Wind” is just duH 
Based on a novel and a Hayley Mills 
movie of the same name, both set in 


England, “'Whistle Down the Wind" 
teUs the story of a group of children who 
mistake an escaped convict hiding in a 
bam for Jesus Christ. Uoyd Webber has 
changed the setting to rural ljnti<dan« in 
the-1950s, raising a question: Why set the 
show in die most musically rich state in 
America and then write a score that 
stows no influence of the blues, lagtime 
or jazz? Numbers you would expect to 
show regional flavor — “Wrestle With 
the Devil," the bar dance “Cold” and the 
gotta- get-out-of-town “Tire Tracks and 
Broken Hearts’ * — have a tinny, generic 
country-western and ’50s rock sound. 

This -Louisiana, where blacks and 
whites socialize and attend church to- 
gether and a Baptist congregation rianr*»s 
in a bar, has about as much cultural 
reality as a street in Disneyland. 

Patricia Knop’s background in soft 
pom — “9V4 We ■ - 


Venus” — may not have prepared the 
writer well for a script full of spiritual 
whimsy. Maybe she felt inhibited be- 
cause she turned out a drab book that 
mopes along, starts and stops, introduces 
plots and then abandons them. There’s 
absolutely no tension, particularly sexual 
tension. The escaped convict (Davis 
Gaines) makes a couple of halfhearted 
passes at the innocent Swallow (Irene 
Molloy), who thinks he's Jesus, but 
there's never any indication that he is 
seriously tempted to molest her, and no 
drama in his refusal to do so. 

“Whistle Down the Wind” is the son 
of show in which a character cranes into 
the bam in Act 1 and says, “You kids be 
careful around this kerosene,” and you 
just settle back and wait for the Big Bam 
Conflagration Effect to arrive in Act 2. 
(The creation of lighting designer Howell 
Binkley, it is pretty impressive.) A sick 
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Open NaUoul de PaWMataulemn 

iarita Manila as Elsa and Gosta Winbergh in the title role in “ Lohengrin " at the Opera Bastille. 
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Lohengrin’ Takes a Direct Hit 
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By David Stevens 

buemazicnai Herald Tribune 
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ARIS — Times are hard in Bra- 
bant when the curtain goesup on 
"’Lohengrin,” ostensibly in the 
10th century, but in the pro- 
duction at the Bastille Opera it looks 
more like a Wasted industrial landscape, 
dici 1945, with perhaps a distant view 
of Antwerp harbor in the background. 

. The folks who populate tills desolate 
of broken concrete and twisted 
1 in the staging of Robert Carsen 
his designer, Paul Steinberg, might 
been outfitted at a costume ware- 
house that had taken a direct hit King 
Rrmy manages to have brought with 
tun rare mare or less regal outfit, and his 
hjrald looks like the doorman of the last 



feed in town. 
>!r r&u 
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! Lohengrin comes, of course, from 
i/ET-never land, arriving apd leaving 
traditionally glorious raiment, com- 
tie with swan, and he brings along a 
ttyiish suit to get married in. Everyone 
ilse is in 20th-century street clothes, and 
shabby ernes at that, as if outfitted from 
jtfle bottom of the Goodwill Industries 
basket. 

* All this is logical enough in a post- 
modern way, but the stage movement 
mostly confined to a slightly raised po- 
dium that occupied the central part of 
the stage was mostly opera house 
routine. Tire best idea was an inventive 
way of filling in the often static bridal 


chorus, with chorus members carrying 
in parts of tire bed and assembling it on 
-stage, complete with linen. 

Musically, matters could not have 
been much better than they were. James 
Conlon was in easy command of a re- 
sponse ve orchestra, conducting with lyr- 
ic expansiveness and dramatic purpose. 

Karita Manila was a radiant Elsa, 
girlishly impulsive and in glowing 
voice, while Gosta Winbergh brought 
ample volume to Lohengrin's music, 
allied to the stylish lyricism familiar 
from his Mozart singing- Hartmut 
Welker, nothing daunted by his shabby 
street clothes, was a powerful Telra- 
mnnd, and Gwyneth Jones was an al- 
most demonic Qrtrud, although she now 
has to fight a formidable wobble on 
almost every sustained note. 

The production returns to the Bastille 
in May with a tool cast change. 

□ 

Yehudi Menuhin has been celebrat- 
ing his 80th-binhday year by touring 
with the Sinfonia Varsovia and the nine 
Beethoven symphonies, including all 
nine in four successive days at the 
Theatre des Champs-Elysees. 

The evening that comprised the final 
two symphonies was one of exhilar- 
ating music making. The orchestra is 
kind of an augmented chamber orches- 
tra — 60 or so players in all — - and 
Menuhin took a fairly brisk, rhythmic- 
ally exuberant approach the music 


throughout The Ninth was anything but 
monumental, rather down-to-earth, 
straightforward and directly commu- 
nicative. The Philharmonia Chorus and 
a solid quartet of soloists were strongly 
supportive. 

Meanwhile. Wolfgang Sawallisch is 
continuing his multiseason traversal of 
all Beethoven with the Orchestra de Par- 
is at the Salle PI eyel. This year's series of 
concerts began in an offbeat way with a 
suite from die ballet music for “The 
Creatures of Prometheus,' ’ including the 
amiable cootredanse that turns up later in 
more serious dress in the Eroica. 

The bulk of the program was devoted 
to the rarely heard Mass in C, written in 
1807 fra the same family that previously 
had employed Haydn. It was apparently 
not much liked by Nicolas Esterhazy, 
perhaps because it too often broke the 
Haydn-esque mold. With die Missa Sol- 
emnis still years away, it sounds now like 
an interim report from die sacred-choral 
front, with flashes of genius and a lot of 
method. 

Sawaflisch's style is to drive right 
down the middle of the road, but he gets 
fine playing from the orchestra ana its 
chorus. In die Mass, the excellent solo 
quartet was Julie Kaufman, Uoba 
Braun, Herbert Lippert and Kurt Moll. 

This season's series of Beethoven 
concerts winds up Wednesday and 
Thursday with the Symphony No. 7 and 
Radu Lupu as the soloist in the first 
piano concerto. 




J\nd What Became of the Swan ? 
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- By Paul Moor 

‘ m Inurnothtnel Herald Tribune 

B erlin — As too 

Daniel 
favorite Wi 
s£age director, Harry 
has had second thoughts, this 
tfine about the unequivocal in- 
tentions Richard Warner set 
down in what he called the 
addest of his operas. “Lo- 

^j^pfer’s Deutsche Slants- 
oper production makes Elsa 
the pivotal figure, with Lo- 
hengrin apparently a figment 

of her imagination -- a knight 

in shining armor she literally 
dreams up as, a sort of psychic 
shield against charges she 
murdered her brother, not to 
mention vestigial incestuous 
guilt- , 

It should surprise nobody 
that, although the premiere 
audience cheered the musi- 
cians, a simoom of boos 
awaited Knpfer every time he 
ventured on stag, smiling 
with apparent satisfaction. 

Barenboim, the State Op- 
era’s general director, who 
conducted brilliantly, dranqn- 
strarivdy moved into position 
aiongsi* Kupfer and put his 
protective ann around his 

shoulders. , . . . 

The lad news also includes 
Hans Schavernoch’s sets. 
Acts One and Three ieem 


largely transplanted to one of 
the te rmin als at Paris’s 
Charles de Gaulle airport, 
while Act Two moves to the 
cavernous areas underneath 
something the dimensions of 
Yankee Stadium. The airport 
motif extends to two outdated 
mobile stairways of the kind 
once required to reach a de- 
parting airliner’s door. Inex- 
plicably, Ortrnd and Telra- 
mund recline on such 
stairways while plotting tbeir 
villainy against Elsa. 

Buki Schiff costumes Or- 
trud as a mixture of the Ad- 
dams Family's Morticda and 
Disney's Cruella de Vi] in 
“101 Dalmatians.” 

The bridal scene — also 
apparently a figment of Elsa's 
fantasy — involves a volu- 
mino as veal requiring an en- 
tire squadron of bridesmaids 
to support it, eventually 
stretching most of the way 
across this house’s great 

St ^fhe good news - starts,, 
providentially, with die aud- 
ible. This orchestra (which as 
die Berliner Staatskapelle en- 


sembles — and booed him in a 
manner rh»r shocked him off 

the stage.) 

The American soprano 
Emily Magee, who in three 
seasons has rapidly risen 
from the Chicago Lyric Op- 
era to Paris's Bastille to the 
Berlin State, marie an im- 
pressive double debut here, 
singing her first Elsa. She 
brought to the role the kind of 
opulent voice ideal fra it — 
more substantial than Senta in 
“The Flying Dutchman.” if 
less than the indefatigable 
clarion required fra Isolde 
and Bronnhil de- 

Peter Seiffert, an emer- 
gency substitute for the Lo- 
hengrin originally an- 
nounced, acquitted himself 
admirably, ana the audience's 
shouting ovation moved him 


visibly. For Falk Strockmann 
as Telramund, they not only 
cheered but stomped; his 
powerful performance made 
him vocally the evening's fo- 
cal point, in spite of a nasty 
foot injury that forced him to 
bobble about with a notice- 
ably indispensable cane. 

in spite of Ortrud’s cari- 
cature costume and coiffure, 
Deborah Polasld, this house's 
reigning dramatic soprano in 
the heavier Wagnerian rep- 
ertory, got her own shouting 
ovation. 

Lohengrin’s swan? Forget 
it — mere scrappy projec- 
tions and a single disembod- 
ied wing. Downright grisly, 
when you think about it. 

The production will go to 
Paris's Theatre du Chatelet in 
April. 


its own) has perhaps never 
played so refulgentiy, and 
Ernst Stoy’s chorus sang mag- 
nificently. (In one early cur- 
tain call the audience appar- 
ently mistook Stay, 
inadequately lighted, fra Kup- 
fer, whom he slightly tb- 
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kitten is introduced, and since die laws of 
com ball dramaturgy dictate that that kit- 
ten must die. it expires pathetically right 
when a spiritual crisis is needed. 

On the other hand, the snake-han- 
dling revivalists get a buildup of dark 
mutterings and vague fears for nearly 
two acts, and then no one gets binen. 

L LOYD Webber's latest in a 
series of revolving lyricists is 
Jim Sieinraan, of the Meat Loaf 
albums “Bat Out of Hell” and 
* “Back Into HelL' ' and 1 wish there were 
a song in this show as good as the simple 
but energetic “Paradise by the Dash- 
board Light.” Steinman and Lloyd 
Webber's differing styles of gothic in- 
tensity might have been expected to be 
mutually enhancing, but m fact they 
cancel each other out. Lloyd Webber 
isn’t as aggressively, unapologetically 


tuneful as he can be. and Steinman has 
written dogged-up lyrics such as “Lei 
me rise above the carcass of the nature 
of the beast!” (Huh?) 

Harold Prince brings all his brilliant 
directing skills to bear on the material, 
and with Binkley and set designer An- 
drew Jackness he produces some in- 
ventive. often startling staging. There's 
that burning bam. some marching 
pylons, a town street that appears as 
magically as Brigadoon and a train that 
whizzes right at us. The sets move more 
than the stoiy. 

With all that talent around, you find 
yourself wondering why no one dealt 
with so many details, such as ensuring 
that the audience could understand the 
charming little boy who plays Swal- 
low's brother (Cameron Bowen] or cre- 
ating decent cat puppets or making sure 
that a few more of the plot balloons 



launched in Act 1 
float on into Act 2. 

Molloy is lovely and has a clear, 
pretty voice, but on opening night she 
was not particularly animated. Gaines 
has a gorgeous, old-fashioned tenor that 
he can warp into thrilling rock-style 
crescendos. Prince clearly went for 
singers over actors, and he got them. 

Critics sneer and musical theater pur- 
ists weep, but nothing stops the Lloyd 
Webber juggernaut. “Whistle Down the 
Wind" is his weakest show besides ' ‘As- 
pects of Love.” but “Aspects' ’ dealt, or 
tried to. with adult themes of sexuality 
and adultery. * * Whistle Down the Wind ' ' 
is thuddingiy a family event. In a tail-tale 
song about a gambler who died at the 
roulette table while his bet on red kept 
coming up, Gaines delivers a line that 
likely describes this show's financial fu- 
ture: “He was dead, bur still a winner!” 


LONDON THEATER 


One Man + 14 Women = ‘Nine’ 


By Sheridan Morley 

International Herald Tribune 

L ONDON — Ques- 
tion: Why is a flawed 
musical often so 
much more interest- 
ing to revive and discuss than 
one that is perfect in every 
way? As those who still meet 
for annual reunion dinners to 
discuss die nine performanc- 
es of Stephen Sondheim's 
“Anyone Can Whistle" on 
Broadway more than 30 years 
ago will testily, it’s the' mu- 
sicals you think you’d better 
forget that linger in the mind. 
Another such is Maury Ye- 
ston’s “Nine,” having its 
London premiere some 15 
years after it achieved critical 
if not tremendous commer- 
cial acclaim in New York. 

“Nine” is nothing if not 
ambitious: It is based on the 
Fellini movie “8i£,” which 
back in 1963 was an auto- 
biographical folly starring 
Marcello Mastroianni as the 
film director in a major midlife 
crisis that is at once romantic, 
professional, marital and re- 
ligious. The women in his life 
were played by the likes of 
Anouk Aimee, Claudia Car- 
dinals and Rossefla Falk, and 
for those who had long fol- 
lowed the careers of R:Uini 
and Mastroianni, who made 
more films together than apart 
at that time, the movie was 
fascinating, full of references 
not only to the careers of 
maker and star but also to the 
whole postwar history of the 
Italian cinema thai Fellini had 
done so much to shape. 

So much for the movie; in 
taking it over to Broadway 20 
years later, Yeston and his 
writer, Arthur Kopit, had in- 
evitably to create a show that 
might appeal to those who 
had never seen an art-house 
picture. So the format is 
roughly the same, with the 
director (a desperately uncha- 
rismatic Larry Lamb) the 


only man on stage, surroun- 
ded by the 14 women in his 
life and himself as a very 
small boy, the one who finally 
tells the old hysterical egoist 
to shut up and get on with 
what’s left of his life. 

David Leveaux’s produc- 
tion inevitably suffers by com- 
parison with the Broadway 
original, which made Tommy 
Time, rather than any of his 
cast, into a star, and though he 
does conjure up on the minus- 
cule Warehouse set a full- 
scale Venetian lagoon with 
red water, by that time the 
show is in danger of drowning 
amid its own uncertainties. 
One problem is that all 14 
women need to be as stany as 
they were, led by Liliane 
Montevecchi, on Broadway; 
on Warehouse salaries, the 
only major turns come from 
Susannah Fellows, Dare Burt 
and Sara Kestelman with die 
rest looking ominously like 
the understudies rather than 
the stars of Fellini’s great but 
complex life and career. 

For all that, Yeston’s score 
remains one of the most in- 
triguing of recent times, albeit 
perched precariously some- 
where between Hart and 
Sondheim: chilly, sophisticat- 
ed, witty, brisk, introvert and 
sometimes as maddening as 
the show itself, it makes you 
want nevertheless to go on 
cheering “Encore!" to this 
show until they get it right. 

A FTER a self-im- 
posed absence of 
10 years from Brit- 
ish drama. Jonathan 
Miller returns to the Almeida 
with a staging of “A Mid- 
summer Night's Dream” 
that is as courageous as it is 
sometimes foolhardy. His set- 
ting is somewhere I would 
guess in the late 1920s: Points 
of reference would seem to be 
P.G. Wodehouse, Noel Cow- 
ard and the kind of house 
party where Agatha Christie 


or Dorothy L. Sayers would 
have had at least one of the 
guests murdered at the out- 
set. 

I have no principled ob- 
jection to such updating. The 
best “As You Like It” 1 ever 
saw was conceived for the Re- 
gent’s Park Open Air Theatre 
by the actress Maria Aitken as 
rate of those home movies that 
the aristocracy were forever 
making for their own amateur 
delights 60 yeans ago. But the 
problem with this “Dream" 
is that it cannot be a sustained 
weekend party; something 
very odd is going in the 
woods, and though both 
James Bridie and J.M. Barrie 
managed to write hit plays 
about weird goings-on during 
country-house weekends of 
the period, the Shakespearean 
magic is defeated here by 
clunking, necessary rewrites 
such as having Helena make 
her exit hailing a taxi. 

Like a celebrared Mermaid 
“Henry V" that opened with 
the Chorus announcing * ‘This 
is a play about war" only to 
have someone in the audience 
shout back "Wrong" at the 
Stan of three hours of the all- 
military version. Miller's is a 
brilliant idea that goes hor- 


ribly wrong around midway. 
The country house party con- 
ceit works splendidly for as 
long as we are with Theseus 
(a world-weary Robert 
Swann) and Hippolyta (An- 
gela Down, looking like she's 
had a tough day at the Harrods 
sale), but falls apart once we 
have ro go into the woods, 
despite Jason Watkins's ir- 
ritable manservant of a Puck 
and Peter Bayliss as a 
vaudevillian Bottom. 

A ND finally, at the 
Hampstead, David 
Schneider's "The 
Eleventh Com- 
mandment” is a fatal ex- 
ample of a stand-up comic 
thinking he might also be a 
playwright: A string of gags 
about the problems of being 
Jewish in an alien world does 
not in itself make up a plot 
even if you share them out 
among several stereotypical 
characters. What we have here 
is sub-Jackie Mason, and 
though Matthew Lloyd's pro- 
duction fries to divert us with 
several agile tricks of produc- 
tion, nothing can disguise the 
fact that there is no real drama 
here, just a batch of one-liners 
in search of a speech. 
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^hina Tries 
to Brake 
Stocks* Fall 

Qffwiah Play Down 
jZVeio Trading Limits 

t by Oer Sji^ Fmtn Hbpaicbn 

■ ~~ Cana’s stock raar- 

■ *°PP^ .sharply for a second day 
.- Tuesday, fat ing securities regulators to 

■ to .9|spel any “misunderstand- 
: tngs _ arising from its hard-hitting 

against stock speculation. 

!- The _ Chma Securities Regulatoiy 
Commission stressed Tuesday that its 

■ CI *““® WI T against stock speculation, 
i _ which begin last week, did not signal 

• ~ any radical policy change and that it was 
■ ^ ™««y aiding to protect investors. 

• The commission set ] O-percent limits 
N J ^° n . stock-pnce fluctuations, limited the 

' ability oflbanks and brokerages to lend 
V - ptoney fa securities trading and testric- 
!| ted company investments in stocks. 

* AnaMts said the crackdown was 
partly ffeled by fears in Beijing that the 
. voiatilir of the exchanges could lead to 
*500181 instability. 

. Sheihen’s B-shans index fell 95 
percen Tuesday, while Shanghai’s B- 
share ndex fell 2. 1 percent, recovering 
from xi earlier 7. 1 percent drop. 

A /hares, which are reserved for 
; Chin«e investors, dropped 9.4 percent 
in SWnghai and 10 percent in Shenzhen. 

■ All ne indexes were down a similar 
amo/nt Monday. 

“f tiie government hadn’t said any- 
thin!. the market would still be going' 
up.j said Kelvin Tang, a China nmds 
ImPac Asset Management 

fome analysts said China wanted to 
avjlid disruption caused by foreign and 
rtynestic speculators who had planned 
Ikdpump money toco the markets op to 
'tip mid-1 997 handover of Hoag Kong to 
Hfeijing, then pull their funds out again. 

! “In a transitional period when the ail- 
.jag leader Deng Xiaoping is gradually 
poving out of political arena, social sta- 
bility is the primary concern of the lead- 
ership," said an executive with a Chinese 
brokerage. “Stock boom and bust cycles . 
/do not fit in with the aim of social sta- 
I baity." 

( A broker in Shenzhen said there had 

• been many Tumors that the surges on the 
, Shenzhen market were supported by 

funds from Hong Kong and Macau. B 
. shares, a category of shares created for 
foreign investors but that are increas- 
ingl) being bought by Chinese, rose 85 
percent in Shanghai and 120 percent in 
Sbeizhen in the past month. 

Meanwhile, representatives from the 
Wojld Bank and International Monetary 
Fui/i said the plunge in share prices 

• shqiid not affect China’s strong econ- 

rl don’t expect there will be a great 
far out from the stock exchange because 
Mf tbi capitalization of the stock exchange 
is small compared to any other asset or 
swings indicator in the economy," said 
jin Anderson, IMF deputy represen- 
tative for China. 

/ (AFP. Reuters. Bloomberg) 
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Some of Poly Gram’s entries in the Russian music market, which it says could soon be Europe's biggest 

Russia Faces the (Legitimate) Music 


By Erik Ipsen 

International Herald Tribune 


L ONDON — After years as a 
virtual “no go’* area for top 
music-industry executives, 
Russia is about to soar to the 
top of tbeir travel plans. The industry 
is spurred on by Moscow's plans to 
stamp out the cheap pirate recordings 
that until now have accounted for the 
bulk of sales there. 

The timing could scarcely be better 
for vribat amounts to the opening of one 
of the world’s last great untapped mar- 
kets. After a decade of double-digit 

annual ■sales gains , the music industry 

now frees amgnating or shrinking sales 
levels. As the home of potentially the 
largest single exception to that dismal 
picture, Russia promises to make die 
battle for the ears of its listeners in- 
tense. 

"In 10 years’ time, Russia should be 
the biggest maricet for recorded music in 
Europe in terms of revenues — legit- 
imate revenues, I hope," said Thomas 


Hedstrom, PolyGram NV's commercial 
director far Continental Europe. 

What excites industry executives as 
faraway as New York and Tokyo is the 
sheer size of the Russian market Just 
two years ago. PolyGram. a unit of 
Philips NV of the Netherlands, became 
the first major label to enter the Russian 
market when it took a majority stake in 
a leading Russian label. Biz. This year 

MEDIA MARKETS 

has seen the arrival of EMI PLC of 
Britain and, most recently, of BMG 
Entertainment the record company of 
Bertelsmann AG of Germany. 

* ‘The whole Russian market is Dim- 
ing, which is why we are exploring all 
die possibilities there." said Arnold 
Bahlmann, a BMG vice president 

In a market of well over 150 million 
people, the potential for sales is enor- 
mous. Top Russian artists regularly sell 
more than 500,000 copies of their al- 
bums, sales volumes that would qualify 
for "double platinum" status in France 


and "gold" status in Germany and the 
United States. 

In Russia, however, such success 
comes cheap — $1 for cassettes. SlOfor 
compact disks, which are still rare; and 
the revenue must be shared with pirates 
who will sell the same album in 
volumes outstripping that of legitimate 
labels by a ratio of 4 or even 5 to l.By 
this measure, the Russian market is 
comparable with that of Portugal, with 
legitimate sales of $224 million and 
pirate sales estimated to be more than 50 
percent higher, at $363 million. 

A law due to go into effect next 
month could change all that. Instead of 
the minor fines that the authorities cur- 
rently mere out, pirates will face stiff 
fines and prison sentences as long as 
five years. The pending change has 
already had some results. 

“We are already getting calls from 
the pirates saying that they want to go 
legitimate and asking how much time 
they have got left to make the switch," 

See MUSIC, Page 19 


CoapMbr Ov Sag Prom Ditpetdat 

. WASHINGTON — Federal Reserve 
Board policymakers were content to 
leave U.S. interest rates unchanged 
Tuesday, apparently deciding that the 
economy's recent strength in housing 
and manufacturing did not threaten to 
ignite inflation. 

The decision, which had been ex- 
pected, meant that borrowing costs for 
millions of consumers and businesses 
that had loans linked to interest rates 
controlled by the U.S. central bank 
would stay steady as well. 

That cheered Wall Street, where in- 
vestors sent the Dow Jones industrial 
average up 39.98 points, to 6308.33. 
The benchmark 30-year Treasury bond, 
which had been down almost a full point, 
trimmed its loss to 1 3/32 of a point, at 97 
31/32. Its yield still rose to 6.66 percent 
from 6.63 percent Monday. On the New 
York Stock Exchange, about as many 
issues gained as rose. 

The Fed announced its decision after 
a meeting of the Federal Open Market 


Committee, the group of Fed board 
members and regional bank presidents 
that meets eight times a year to review 
interest-rate policies. 

A Fed spokesman said tbe committee 
meeting had adjourned after three and a 
half hours and that there would be no 
further announcements, the wording that 
die central bonk uses to inform markets 
that no rates had been changed. 

The Fed last changed interest rates 
Jan. 31, when it reduced its target for the 
federal funds rate, the interest that U.S. 
banks charge one another, by a quarter of 
a percentage point, to 5.25 percenL 

“The Fed's latest decision clearly ap- 
pears to be quite rational in light of tbe 
moderate tone of the economy," said 
Anthony Chan, chief economist at Banc 
One Investment Advisors Corp. in 
Columbus, Ohio. Several recent eco- 
nomic reports pointed to slowing growth 
with no threat of inflation, including a 
report last week from the Labor De- 
partment showing that the core rate of 
the producer price index, which excludes 
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On Clinton’s Horizon, 
The Boeing Question 

A Strong Industry or Lower Fares? 


By Steven Pearlstein 

Washington P&st Sen-ice 

WASHINGTON — The proposal to 
combine the nation’s two remaining 
commercial aircraft manufacturers 
could put the Clinron administration in 
tbe uncomfortable position of choosing 
between a strong U.S. aerospace in- 
dustry and lower air fares for con- 
sumers, according to industry officials, 
economists and antitrust lawyers. 


These experts said the purchase of 
McDonnell Douglas Crap, by its rival, 
Boeing Co., could help lift U.S. exports 


A Relaxed Fed Leaves U.S. Rates Alone 


the ofien-volatile food and energy costs, 
rose just 0.1 percent in November. 

During the first 1 1 months of this year, 
that core index rose at only a 03 percent 
annual pace, down from 2-7 percent for 

See MARKET. Page 16 


Boeing Co., could help lift U.S. exports 
in a key sector of the economy, while 
slowing rapid growth of its European 
rival. Airbus Industrie. 

At the same time, analysis warned 
that Boeing and Airbus could conclude 
that they each would make more money 
in the future by ending tbeir decadelong 
price war and compete instead on the 
basis of service, technology and styling 
— a common outcome in two-firm in- 
dustries. That would mean higher prices 
for airplanes and higher ticket fares for 
the passengers who fly on them. 

Executives of Boeing and McDonnell 
Douglas were in Washington on 
Monday, arguing that tbe benefits of tbe 
combination far outweighed the loss of 
possible competition. With McDonnell 
Douglas accounting for less than 10 per- 
cent of new airplane sales, they said, it 
had already ceased to be a competitor. 

‘ ‘We think antitrust is not going to be 
a big issue,’* said Boeing’s chief ex- 
ecutive. Philip CondiL 

But antitrust experts were not so sure, 
noting that industries can become sig- 
nificantly less competitive when the 
number of suppliers declines from three 
firms to two — particularly in industries 
such as aerospace where there is little 
prospect of a new competitor. 

"This will be a very important case 
for antitrust law generally, and it is not 
at all clear how it will come out." said 
Steven Salop, an antitrust analyst at 
Georgetown University Law Center. 

"It looks to me like this one raises 
really tough issues," said Joe Sims, an 
antitrust attorney in Washington. 

In some ways, the questions raised by a 
Boeing-McDonnell combination are re- 
miniscent of the steel-industry takeovers 


20 years ago, when the stronger U.S. 
firms tried to buy up dying competitors 
weakened by foreign competition. 

In several of those cases, according to 
John Shenefield, the Justice Depart- 
ment’s antitrust division moved to block 
the takeovers, only to be overruled by 
the attorney general or tbe White House 
after protests from industry executives 
and toe Commerce Department, who 
argued that the survival of toe U.S. 
industry appeared to be at stake. 

“By the narrow criteria of antitrust 
law, this looks like a combination that is 
worrisome at best.’ ' said Mr. Shenefield, 
a former head of the antitrust division. 
"But when you have a product such as 
this that is vitally related to tbe economic 
interests of the country, it would not be 
unprecedented for the government to 
declare it in the broad public interest to 
support a single national champion." 

The government’s analysis of the 
takeover is likely to focus on how much 
price competition McDonnell Douglas 
has really brought to the industry. 

Several airline executives, who spoke 
on the condition dial they not be named, 
said that McDoaneU Douglas had had 
little effect on prices for big jets. But in 
the case of smaller planes, McDonnell 
Douglas was described as an “aggressive 
bidder" with its J 60-seat MD-80. for 
which the company had already recouped 
its development costs and had lower pro- 
duction costs than competitive models 
from Boeing or Airbus. 

“What would often happen is that 
MD would come in with a very at- 
tractive offer, including a number of 
concessions, and Boeing and Airbus 
would be forced to match it," one ex- 
ecutive said. McDonnell Douglas 
would generally lose the competition, 
be said, but have a ‘ * positive impact" on 
the price and terms of the contract. 

Antitrust law generally frowns on ac- 
quisitions that leave an industry in toe 
hands of two competitors. But an ex- 
ception is made in toe case of purchases 
of a company so weak that it would go 
out of business if it were not acquired. 

Antitrust lawyers say McDonnell 
Douglas does not qualify, strictly speak- 
ing, as a failing firm because its com- 
mercial airline division still has sales, 
profits and positive cash flow. 
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Peak in French Joblessness Seen in 9 97 


STARTS WITH CAREFUL LISTENING. 








t- Bloomberg Business Nett'S 

! - PARIS — Unemployment in France 
i will rise to nearly 13 percent of toe work 
> force, a postwar high, in the first half of 
‘ next year, toe national office of statistics 

• said Tuesday. 

That will occur even though the econ- 
omy will be growing at an annual pace of 
23 percent, en ough to add jobs, the stat- 
istics office INSEE said in its economic 

• outlook for the first half of 1997. Un- 


1995. when toe economy started flag- 
. rang. 

“It takes two to three quarters before 
ga pickup in the economy brings un- 
” employment down,’ ’ said Alain Tranap, 
' an economist with INSEE. “Unem- 
ployment should peak this spring." 

Tbe jobless rate forecast met most 
private economists’ expectations. 

■ Jean Gaudois, chairman of France s 


main employers’ organization, CNPF. 
said toe report of higher economic 
growth was not a surprise. 

"That economic growth will be turn- 
ing around in 1997 is not a scoop," Mr. 
Gaudois said. "But with stronger eco- 
nomic growth, toe net effect on un- 
employment will be positive."' - 
The government expects GDP growth 
of 23 percent for all of 1997. In 1996, 
the economy is expected to have grown 
12 percent, reflecting a weak first half. 
Gross domestic protract shrank 03 per- 
cent in die second quarter. 

Exports are aiding economic growth, 
INSEE said. Orders from abroad will 
prod manufacturers to increase their in- 
ventories, which should help jobs, in- 
comes and consumer spending. 

“European Union economies are 
picking up." Mr. Tranap said, and this 
will “underpin French growth." The 
. growth forecast for France's GDP is on 


tbe cautious side, and the increase in 
inventories could well exceed expec- 
tations. he said. Manufacturing has been 
the first to profit from a rebound toai has 
‘ been under way since toe summer, he 
said, although services and construction 
jobs are still in the doldrums. 

INSEE expects France’s trade sur- 
plus for 1996 to be a record 120 billion 
francs ($19.6 billion), compared with 
102 billion francs in 1995. On 
Thursday, President Jacques Chirac 
said tbe trade surplus would reach 140 
billion francs. 

Several French trade unions and the 
opposition Socialist Party want compa- 
nies to adopt shorter workweeks, saying 
that would boost employment, but Mr. 
• Gaudois disagreed. 

"A reduction in the number of hours 
worked per week doesn't create jobs," 
he said. "That hasn’t happened in any 
country that has cut its workweek." 
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In private tanking, as in every kusiness, 
ttere are skort cuts. 

For example, it may make sense to some 
tanks to offer "standardized" service tkat 
meets tke needs of one and all. More or less. 

At Repuklic we prefer to custom-tailor 
our services, assume tkat no two clients 
wtfri are exactly alike - and careful listening 
invariakly proves us rigkt. 

It is wky your Repuklic Account Officer 
makes sure to oktain a precise picture of your 
financial goals, time frame, risk acceptance and 
otter key factors. He keeps tkese constantly in 
mind as ke looks after your interests. 

So year after year; you can count on us 
for tke exceptionally complete, timely and 
personalized service tkat makes Repuklic truly 



unique 
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Exchange ' 

index 

Tuesday 

Close 

Prev. 

Close 

Change 

NYSE 

The Dow 

6308.33 

6368.35 

+0.64 

NYSE 

S&P500 

726.04 

720.98 

+0.70 

HYSE 

S&P 100 

704018 

698.55 

+0.82 

NYSE 

Composite 

382.77 

380.85 

+0.50 


Nasdaq Composite 1263.79 

1263.32 

+0.04 

AMEX 

Market Vafue 

57a31 

572.57 

-0.39 

Toronto 

TSE index 

5710-20 

5712.37 

•0.04 

S&o Pauto 

Bovespa 

67845.80 

66543.60 

+1.96 

Mejcico City 

Botea 

3253.97 

3175.09 

+2.46 

Buenos Aires Merval 

608.28 

599.79 

+1.42 

Santiago 

IPSA General 

4878.53 

4908-51 

-0.61 

Caracas 

Capital General 

6165.32 

6250 01 

-1.36 

Source. Bbomberg. Reuters 
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Kelso Parts With American Standard 


PISCATAWAY. New Jersey (Bloomberg) — .American 
Standard Cos. said Tuesday ihat its largest stockholder. Kelso 
& Co., would sell its remaining 27 percent stake, or 20.S 
million shares, valued at about S780 million. 

Kelso, which took American Standard private in a lever- 
aged buyout in 1988. will sell 9.9 million of the shares in a 
public offering, while American Standard will buy back 7.9 
million of the shares. American Standard will also sell 3 
million rights to Kelso. The rights permit Kelso to buy shares 
at S10 more than the then-current trading price. 

Kelso has been reducing its stake since it took the maker of 
air conditioners, auto parts and plumbing products public in 
Februarv 1995 for S20 a share. 


$19.95 = Internet Overload 

All-You-Can-Eat Pricing Causes Indigestion 


By Peter H. Lewis 

Sew York Times Semite 


NEW YORK — The most pop- 
ular number for computer users in 
1996 has become S 19.95, which is 
emerging as the standard monthly 
price for unlimited access to the 
Internet But this new “all you can 
eat” price is rapidly causing in- 
digestion among network-access 
providers, phone companies and 
many customers. 

Freed from the constraints of 
hourly rates, millions of computer 
users are spending millions of 
hours every day connected to the 
Internet and on-line services. Thar 
in turn is causing a surge in busy 
signals, a slowdown in service, 
and frustration in cyberspace. 

The network traffic jams have 
been increasing in recent months, 
as more Internet-access companies 
switched to SI 9.95 price plans. 
But the real tie-ups began on Dec. 
1 . when the largest Internet service 
provider. America Online Inc., 
with 7 million customers, shifted 
to flat-rate pricing. 

The company’s number of daily 
on-line sessions has increased by 
one -third, to 9 million — totaling 
3.1 million hours of connection 
time — and the average America 
Online subscriber is staying on-line 
20 percent longer than before. 

Because some customers are 
having so much trouble getting on- 
line. once they do get a connection 
many deliberately keep the line 
tied up — in some cases using 


special software to hang onto their 
network connections. 

“If you run an all-you-can-eat 
restaurant, the last thing in the 
world you want to see is a busload 
of fat people pulling into your 
parking lot." said David Rocker, 
president of Rocker Partners, a 
New York investment partnership 
that tracks the Internet market. 

Although America Online's 
traffic jams are the most extreme 
because of its large client base, the 
network bottlenecks have been felt 
by at least some customers of ail the 
big Internet-access providers that 
have moved to a S 19.95 monthly 
price for unlimited access. 

Occasionally, during the evening 
peak hours when home PC users are 
most likely to be on-line, the busy 
signals affect not only people with 
modems, but can also hinder people 
trying to make voice calls. 

As Internet users log on and stay 
on, the on-line service providers, 
and the phone companies, are 
likely to spend millions of dollars 
to increase network capacity. 

A spokeswoman for America 
Online said die company was work- 
ing round the clock, adding phone 
lines, computers, modems and con- 
nections to cope with the surge. 

Jim DiesteL director of ad- 
vanced services for Pacific BeU in 
San Francisco, said the average 
Internet data (rail earlier this fall 
lasted one hour, compared with 
three to four minutes for a voice 
cab, and that was before both 
America Online and AT&T Corp. 


expanded their flat-rate programs. 

For the telephone companies, the 
longer data rails play havoc with 
their ability to manage capacity. 

“We’ll be able to pul in the 
infrastructure to handle the con- 
gestion, but may not be able to 
recover the investment,” Mr. Di- 
estel said. “That means your In- 
ternet access is being paid for by 
the basic telephone rate payer.'' 

The trend toward flat-rate pri- 
cing has also been especially dam- 
aging for the hundreds of small 
Internet-service providers who 
once had the market to themselves, 
but who now must compete with 
flat-rate giants like America On- 
line. the Microsoft Network, and 
the long-distance phone compa- 
nies that have entered the Internet 
business: AT&T, MCI Commu- 
nications Corp. and Sprim Corp. 

Even among consumers, the 
flat-rate pricing plan is not uni- 
versally popular. People who do 
not use the Internet more than a 
few hours a month probably pre- 
ferred paying $2.95 an hour. 

But for Internet enthusiasts, the 
all-your-can-eat poke plans are 
prompting residential phone cus- 
tomers to add second and third 
phone lines. Computers and fax ma- 
chines have replaced teen-agers as 
the main reason for adding lines. 

That means dial the phone 
companies are able to at least cash 
in on the Internet boom through 
installation charges for the lines, 
which can often cost $50 or more 
plus monthly charges. 


MARKET: Steady Rates Spur Rise ^(1^ 


Continued from Page 15 

the first 1 1 months of 1995 and 2.6 
percent for all of last year. ^ 


The economy is a “central 


banker's dream,” said Robert De- 
derick, an economic consultant at 
the Northern Trust Co. in Chicago. 

Before the Fed’s decision on 
rates. Treasury bond prices plunged 
after the Commerce Department said 


They said Mr. Greens pan anffle 
Fed may have become worriedibat 
if slocks continued their record 
surge, it could make aiw correction 
more severe in 1997 n the cartful 

bank did begin ti^Hemng in *e m 

spring or summer, as many analysts 

have predicted it wilL . . > ' 

They believe by that tmre tie 
economy will probably be growiig 


i 


ini _ 


housing construction in November 

mci> Q/i 


us. STOCKS 


the fastest rate in 16 


rose 9.2] 

months. But ^ , 

the November gain had overstated 
the strength in housing. 

They also played down a 0.9 per- 
cent jump in factory production re- 
ported Monday, saying more than 
half of that increase had reflected a 
rebound after strikes disrupted Oc- 


rapidly enough that the central baric- 
■« — one or two small in*. 


tober production. 

“We soil have very moderate 


growth 

SungW 


soil 

and low inflation,” said 
ig Won Sohn, chief economist at 
Norwest Bank in Minneapolis. 

With mounting evidence that a 
slowdown is occurring, investors 
since early November have staged 
big rallies in both the bond market 
and stock markets, believing the 
Fed has decided to put off indef- 
initely amove to higher rates. 

That euphoria was called into 
question 12 days ago when Alan 
Greenspan, chairman of the Federal 
Reserve Board, expressed concern 
about “irrational exuberance” in 
financial markets, raising concern 
that the central bank was preparing 
to prick a speculative bubble by 
starting to raise rates. 

Private economists said they be- 
lieved Mr. Greenspan's remarks, 
which sent stock markets tumbling 
from Tokyo to New York, were an 
effort to talk stock prices down 
from excessive levels without re- 
sorting to actual rate increases. 


will engineer one or two sc 
creases m the federal funds rate. , 

Stock investors co ncent rate^ 
Tuesday cm the mo te immediate 
prospect that continued low interest 
rares would keep hold down the cosi 
of corporate borrowing and allow 
profit margins to grow. 

International Business Machines 
led the Dow higher, rising 3 to 151% 
to pace a recovery in tagtHech&or 
lpgy issues after Monday s slide. • 

Oil shares also were strong, lifted 
by prospects for cold US. weather 
to keep demand for hearing fuels 
strong, even as inventories dwin- 
dled. Exxon rose 2 to Amoco 
gained 1% to 77V*, and Texaco adi 
vanced 1 VS to 97%. : 

Amoco got an addet lift from 
news it planned to buy bade as much ^ 
as $2 billion of its stocf over (bet 

next two years and raise its quarterly 

dividend by 5 cents a shac. 

Frontier was the mas actively 
traded issue on the Bij. Board; 
plunging 5% to 20 Vi after the 
Rochester, New York, hug-dis- 
tance telephone company predicted 
lower revenue and eamngs and 
higher costs as it diversified intq 
new services such asprepakb&tting 
cards. The company has Jos some 
customers to aggressive makedng 
by competitors. (AP. Bloemtxrg) 


Goldman Sachs’ Profit Rises 69% Dollar Holds Its Ground Amid a. Flurry of Rate Signals : CALL FO 


NEW YORK (Bloomberg) — Goldman Sachs Group LP’s 
pretax earnings rose 69 percent in the fourth quarter, buoyed by 
investment banking, trailing and asset management. 

The company, the largest U.S. investment-banking part- 
nership. said earnings before taxes were S743 miKion in the 
three months ended in November, compared with S440 million 
a year earlier. Goldman reported its profit to partners Monday 
night and to other employees Tuesday. 


• Owens-Illinois Inc. will buy Italy’s largest glass and bottle 
maker. Avlr SpA, for about 870 billion lire (S5S0 million) to 
try to expand its overseas business. 

• Chase Manhattan Corp. voted stock options for all its 67.000 
employees around the world, giving them the right to buy as 
many as 450 shares at a discount over the next three years. 

• The former Texaco Inc. executive Richard Lundwall, who 

tape-recorded meetings at which managers belittled blacks and 
plotted to destroy documents, is cooperating with prosecutors 
and may get charges against him resolved without a trial, 
according To court papers. afx. ap. Bhumhery 


Cimpdntfal 'ttr iiijffFnm Oofutc/hi 

NEW YORK — The dollar edged higher 
against other major currencies Tuesday amid 
conflicting signals about the direction of 
European interest nues and a decision by the 
Federal Reserve Board to leave U.S. interest 
rates unchanged. 

The Bank "of France cut two key rates to 
give the economy a lift by encouraging busi- 
nesses and consumers to increase their in- 
vestment and spending, but the Bundesbank 
said in its monthly report that Germany had 
entered a phase of stability with inflation 
under control, economic recovery broadly on 
track and the once-overvalued mark wading at 
more reasonable levels. 

“Central-bank interest rates appear to be 
appropriate for the economic situation.” the 
Bundesbank said, apparently ruling out any 


change in policy when its monetary policy 
council meets Thursday. 

The U.S. central bank left interest rates 
unchanged after the Federal Reserve Board 
met. removing some incentive to hold dollars. 


FOREIGN EXCHANGE 


A drop in Treasury bond prices also limited the 
dollar's gains against European currencies. 

The dollar closed in New York at 1.5500 
Deutsche marks, up from 1-5450 DM on 
Monday, at 1.5260 Swiss francs, op from 
1 .3 1 95 francs, and at 5.2300 French francs, up 
from 5.2130 francs. It closed steady at 
1 13.850 ven. The pound rose to $ 1 .67 17 from 
S 1.6663.’ 

The French central bank cut its intervention 
rate by five basis points, to 3. 1 5 percent from 


3.20 percent, and reduced its ceiling securities 
repurchase rate by 15 basis points, to 4.60 
percent 

The cuts were viewed by analysts as a 
stamp of approval for the so-called stability 
pact agreed upon at a European Union summit 
meeting in Dublin on Friday. 

The pact is intended to impose budgetary 
discipline on countries participating in a 
single currency starting in 1999. 

“This is a very good sign the Bank of 
Fiance is sending us,” said David Naude, an 
economist with JJP. Morgan. “It's really 
tolling us it's happy with the stability pact, 
which nobody doubted, but it shows they've 
resumed easing.” 

Jean -Claude Trichet, the Bank of France 
governor, praised the pact in comments mack 
after the rate cuts were announced. 


Be reaffirmed support forastaWe francanc£ 
said the central bank wanted to “bring abut 
the conditions needed to ensure growth ind( 
job creation” through currency and price aa-* 
bdity. • • 

“We are inflexibly attached to (be stabifry 
of the franc among die most solid currency 
in Europe,” Mr. Trichet said, adding that tfa 
franc’s stability had allowed both market artf 
official rates to fall significantly in France. 

The signals that the single European curt 
rency would be launched on time hefpeq 
support the dollar, because the euro is ex* 
peered to replace the mark as Europe ’sbench; 
mark currency. v , 

“There’s a perception the euro will end ug 
being a soft currency.” said John Rothfidd, a 
currency strategist at N&onsBank. * 

(Reuters, Bloomberg. AFX l 
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Sandoz and Ciba-Ctigy 
U.S. Clearance 
To Unite as Novartis 
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BASH-, Switzerland — Ciba- 
Gergy AG and Sandoz AG on Tues- 
<hy woo the long-awaited U.S. 
clearance of their plan to merge! 
pavmg the way for the creation of the 
wond s second-largest drug com- 
l»nyafter Glaxo W^lcomePLC. 

11k contained company, to be 
called Novartis AG, will have an- 
nual sales of $26.5 billion. The raer- 
|er has already been approved by 
Swiss and European Union author- 
ities as well as shareholders of the 
two corporations. 

. U.S. Federal Trade Commis- 
sion removed the last major hurdle 
to the merger after winning an 
agreement designed to ensure com- 
p etitio n in the development of gene- 
therapy treatments, in which both 
companies are market leaders. 

Gene therapy is generally expec- 
ted to begin providing significant 
inprovements in the treatment of 
cancer and other diseases by 2000. 

The agreement calls few die li- 
censing of specified gene-therapy 
technology and patent rights to a 
ri v al , Rhone -Poulenc Rorer Inc., so 
that it would be in a position to 
compete with Novartis. The U.S. 
agency said that would resolve its 
antitrust concerns about the merger. 

“This case is about saving Hves,” 
said William Baer, director of the 
agency’s bureau of competition. 
“Today there are two firms racing to 


^ed 

Tin: 


develop new gene therapies to com- 
bat deadly diseases. This deal 
threatened to eliminate that compe- 
tition. Our order ensures that this 
sprint to the finish line will con- 
tinue.'’ 

In addition, Sandoz has agreed to 
sell its U.S. and Canadian com herb- 
icide business to BASF AG for 
about $780 million and its flea-con- 
trol business to Central Garden & 
Pet Co. few about $41 million. 

The U.S. agency said the com 
herbicide divestiture would be one 
of the largest it had ever required. It 
said the introduction of new com 
herbicides required more than a de- 
cade of development and testing. 

Novartis’s biotechnology beddings 
include Ciba’s 49.9 percent stake in 
Chiron Carp, of the United States, 
while Sandoz contributes its 100 per- 
cent stake in Genetic Therapy Inc., 
another U.S. company. 

Other U.S. companies in which 
Sandoz or CSba have stakes include 
Viagene In cl, Isis Pharmaceuticals 
Inc., Cocensys Inc. and Myriad Ge- 
netics Inc. 

Entry into the gene-therapy mar- 
ket can take 12 years. The U.S. 
agency said that, given the com- 
mnation of the Goa and Sandoz 
patent portfolios, it was “extremely 
unlikely" that any other company 
would be able to enter the market to 


Skandia Drops Bid for Bank 


Bloomberg Business News 

STOCKHOLM — Skandia AB 
said Tuesday h had withdrawn its 
$3 billion stock offer for Stads- 
hypotek AB, leaving Svenska 
Handelsbanken AB as die sole bid- 
der for the mortgage bank. 

Handelsbanken Iasi week made 
an all-cash offer last week for the 
company. That bid, which chal- 
lenged Skandia ’s offer, immedi- 
ately won the backing of the mort- 
gage concern’s largest share- 
holder, the Swedish state. 

Stadshypotek’s board said Tues- 
day it was prepared to support Han- 
delsbanken's bid now that Skan- 
dia, an insurer, had withdrawn its 
offer. Analysts had expressed 
doubt that Skandia could beat Han- 
delsbanken’s bid of 23 billion 
kronor ($3.4 billion), the largest 
all-cash takeover ever in Sweden. 


“It is not in the interest of our 
shareholders to participate in a 
competitive bidding process for 
Stadshypotek." said Sven Soeder- 
berg, chairman of Skandia. He said 
the acquisition would have 
provided an ** attractive oppor- 
tunity" to expand but was not a 
prerequisite for such plans. 

Skandia will continue to look 
for “new opportunities ro expand 
in the Nordic markets through ac- 
quisitions and joint ventures." the 
insurer said. 

Shares in Skandia closed at 192 
kronor, up 1 . 

To win Stadshypotek, Skandia 
would have had to raise enough 
cash to entice the state's support 
away from Handelsbanken, which 
is bidding 180 kronor for each of 
the company’s Class B shares and 
190 kronor for each Class A share. 


The government, which owns 
34 percent of Stadshypotek. was 
critical of the manner in which 
Stadshypotek's board became in- 
volved in last month's Skandia bid 
without informing it. 

Finance Minister Erik Asbrink, 
who said he wanted as much cash 
as possible for the state's stake, 
was prepared to support Handels- 
banken 's bid as long as it was the 
highest offer. 

"Whatever Skandia could raise, 
Handelsbanken could match," 
said Kjell Bengisson, an analyst at 
Old Mutual International Asset 
Management, which recently held 
stock in Stadshypotek. Mr. 
Bengisson said last week that Han- 
delsbanken stock would deserve a 
higher price if the bid worked out 

Handelsbanken shares closed at 
190. down 5. 


Baloise to Bring Its Focus Home 


Investor’s Europe 
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BASEL, Switzerland — Baloise 
Insurance Group said Tuesday it 
would end its operations in France, 
Italy and Spain and scale back its 
U.S. division to concentrate on core 
operations in Switzerland. 

Switzerland’s third-largest insurer 
said it also would reorganize its op- 
erations to become more profitable, 
with one result being the cutting of 
190 jobs over the next two years. 

Baloise said it expected to post a 


loss of 80 million Swiss francs 
($60.6 million) for 1996, mostly be- 
cause of a charge of 150 million 
francs for slimming down its U.S. 
unit. Providence Washington. The 
company also said it would not pay a 
dividend for the year. 

Premium income at the Italian. 
French and Spanish units has fallen 
to around 880 million Swiss francs 
this year from 7 billion francs in 
1995, the company said. 

The insurer said the restructuring 


also would change its share structure. 
It will split its shares in two, reducing 
their par value to the legal minimum 
of 1 0 francs each, and pay 80 francs to 
the holder of each registered share. 

Baloise shares fell 1 15 francs, or 
4 percent, to close at 2,760. The 
company said it was “still on 
course" toward its goal of posting a 
net profit of 240 million Swiss 
francs for 1998, compared with 
161.1 million francs in 1995. 

( Bloomberg , AFX) 
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CALL FOR APPLICATION 

OpmtarfMINMIiCM. 

Radio in Iceland 

On behalf of the Minister of Communications in 
Iceland, the State Trading' Centro invites applications 
for a second GSM operator in Iceland. The license 
will be in addition to a GSM. license already granted 
to Post and Telecom in Iceland. 

Information and a 
from the State 1 
December 1996 
Reykjavik, Iceland. 


ication forms will be available 
rading Centre, beginning 1 7 
Address: Borgartun 7, 105 



application. 

Both payments are non-refimdable and only 
applications from parties who have paid these fees 
will be evaluated. 




Phone Giants to Join Retevision Bid 


Bloomberg Business News 

MADRID — Banco Central His- 
io SA agreed Tuesday with 
Telecom and Deutsche Telekom 
AG to bid jointly for Retevision, a com- 
pany that is to offer telephone service in 
competition with Telefonica de Espana. 

The Spanish bank said the utility 
companies Empresa National de Elec- 
tiicidad SA and Union Fenosa SA also 
die bid. 

fin, no other bidder has emerged to 
compete with the group led by Banco 
Central Hispanoamericano. 

Retevision carries signals over cable 
and mtelftre television and has a national 
telecommunications infrastructure in 
{dace. 

The state plans to sell as much as 80 
percent of the company in early 1997, 


mi. 


and Retevision is expected to be op- 
erational as a telephone company by the 
end of next year. 

The sale is part of Madrid's effort to 
meet European Union demands that it 
completely open its telecommunications 
market by the end of 1998. 

“Spain is among the most interesting 
telecommunications markets in 
Europe," Ron Sommer, the chief ex- 
ecutive of Deutsche Telekom, said. 
“Spain’s customers will profit from in- 
creased competition-" 

Telefonica officials have said they 
expect to lose 10 percent to 1 5 percent of 
the market in the first five years of 
competition. 

■ South Africa Bidders Unite 

Telekom Malaysia Bhd. and SBC 


Communications Inc. of the United States 
said they would bid jointly for as much as 
30 percent of state-owned Telkom South 
Africa Ltd.. Bloomberg Business News 
reported from Kuala Lumpur. 

Telekom Malaysia and SBC are 
among four companies the South African 
government said last month were com- 
peting for the stake. The other two are 
Deutsche Telekom and France Teiecom. 

"We will make a formal bid early 
next year." said Mohamed Said Ali, 
chief executive of Telekom Malaysia. 
He said the company was joining forces 
with SBC because of the substantial 
resources such an offer would require. 

Pretoria announced plans a year ago to 
sell a minority stake in Telkom to raise 
cash to install more phone lines and 
upgrade the company’s technology. 


• Banco Santander SA, Spain's biggest commercial bank, 
acquired 55 percent of Colombia's Banco Comercial An- 
ti oqueno for $151 million from the holding company Grnpo 
Bavaria. 

• SAP AG’s co-founder, Hans- Werner Hector, resigned from 
the supervisory beard with strong criticism for its chief 
executive. Dietmar Hopp, according to his lawyers. SAP 
preferred shares slumped 3.2 percent 

• Telefonica de Espana S A paid $657 3 million for a 35 
percent stake in Cia. Riograndense de Telecomunicacoes. a 
state telephone company in southern Brazil. 

• Mannesman □ AG of Germany said it would no longer cany 
out a planned acquisition of additional shares in Italy’s 
Omnitel SpA mobile phone group. 

• Belarus is nearing an energy crisis because its two oil 

refineries ran out of oil, mainly due to a currency crunch, 
industry sources said. Bloomberg. Reuters. AFP. AP 


Ex-Guinness Head Wins 

Agence Fnmce-Presse 

STRASBOURG — The former chairman of Guinness PLC, 
Ernest Saunders, was unfairly convicted in a share-rigging 
case over the acquisition of the distillers group, the European 
Court of Human Rights found here Tuesday. 

The case concerned the acquisition by Guinness of Distillers 
PLC for £2.7 billion f$4.45 billion) in April 1986 in what was 
then the biggest takeover in British corporate history. 

The ruling means that Britain must pay £75,000 in costs to 
Mr. Saunders, who had claimed £5 million in damages from the 
British government. 

A spokesman for the department of trade and industry said: 
“The government is disappointed that the court has found 
there was a violation of the convention.” 

The ruling marks 10 years of legal battles by Mr. Saunders. 
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Yes , that's part of what you'll enjoy if you 
invest in the 

Calabar Export Processing 
Zone , Nigeria. 


It's strategically located for easy 
access. The people are friendly. 
The climate is warm. 

The investment opportunities 
are endless. There's highly 
skilled low- cost labour. 

There's non- stop power 
supply, and every amenity 
your business needs, to run 
smoothly. Take a smart business 
decision- Come to Calabar! 




NEPZA 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, P UjASE CONTACT 

The Managing Director; Nigeria Export Processing Zone Authority, 
4th Flora; Radio House, Harbor Mocaulcy Way (South), 

PM.B. 037, Garki -Abuja. Td: (09)234-3060, Fax: (09)234-3061. 
Nigerian Trade Office Taipei, Taiwan ROC 
Tel: 886-2-7577101. Fax: 886-2-7577111. 
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INTRODUCTORY OFFER 


VALUE 

LINE 


The Value Line Investment 
Survey is the world’s leading 
independent investment 
information service. Founded in 
1931, Value Line provides 
updated information every week 
on about 1,700 stocks. And each 
week, you receive foil-page 
detailed reports on some 130 
different stocks including 25 
series of vital financial and 
operating statistics going back 16 
years ana estimareef 3 to 5 years 
Into the future. Nowhere else, 
we believe, can you obtain as 

much vital information on one page as you will find in a Value 
Line report. 



Under the special trial offer 
vou will receive the 2,000 page 
Investors Reference Service at 
no extra cost. It includes the 
most recent foil-page reports on 
all 1,700 stocks ana 97 indus- 
tries regularly monitored by The 
Value Line Investment Survey. 

Take advantage of this 
special introductory offer — and, 
in addition to the Investors 

RECEIVE 10 WEEKS FOR ONLY $95* thus bonus; “HtrwTo Invest in 

Common Stocks' z booklet which 
explains how even inexperienced investors can applv thousands 
of hours of professional research to their own portfolios by 
focusing on only two unequivocal ratings, one for Timeliness™ 
(expected performance in next 6 to 12 months), the other for 


SPECIAL BONUS 


With your subscription you also 
will receive a copy of WALL 
STREET WORDS, an accessible 
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Japan’s Plans Strive 
To Open Markets 


By Velisarios Kartouias 

Jmenuiionai Herald Tribune 


lufiSJp' - The of Prime 
Nfinister Ryutaro Hashimoto ap- 

proveda plan Tuesday aimed ai raalT- 
mg Japan s major industries more 
compe&tove as he and other officials 

T ive the economy 
through deregulation by 2001 

Meanwhile, Yasuchika Negoro 
the newly appointed chairman of the 
hair 1 rade Commission, announced 
that he would crack down on compa- 
nies suspected of colluding to keen 
competitors out. . 

Mr. Negoro. a former prosecutor in 
Tokyo and deputy minister at the 
Justice Ministry, said be would track 
(town violators of laws barring mono- 
polies even if that made it necessary 
to confront the powerful Ministry erf 
Ppsts and Telecommunications. 

The plan approved by Mr. Ha- 
shimoto’s cabinet aims to make the 
country's top employers — electron- 
ics. automotive and other major in- 
dustries — competitive through de- 
regulation. 

“There is no time to lose to prevent 
tihe hollowing out of industry and the 
labor market,” Mr. Hashimoto said. 
“Each ministry and agency shares a 
sense of crisis, ’ be said, and they are 


unit ed in working toward the pro- 
gram.’' The cabinet’s pi an calls for an 
investigation of business practices in 
sectors where there are big be- 
tween domestic and overseas prices. 

It also urges deregulation over five 
y^rs to cut costs in the energy, dis- 
tribution, information and commu- 
nications and finance sectors to bring 
them in line with international stan- 
dards. It lists 15 business areas, in- 
cluding computers and telecommu- 
nications as well as health care and 
welfare, biotechnology, and 
aerospace, where it says opportu- 
nities can be created to generate more 
than 8 million jobs by 2001 . 

Other areas were living and cul- 
ture, new manufacturing techno- 
logy, distribution, business support, 
environment, marine resources, city 
planning, new energy, energy con- 
servation, human resources, and in- 
ternationalization and housing. 

Separately, a Japanese govern- 
ment panel will urge the Finance 
Ministry to make foreign-exchange 
transactions completely open when it 
submits a repost on deregulation this 
week, sources in the ministry said. 

If the proposal is adopted, it will 
mark die first change in Japan’s laws 
on forei gn-exchange transactions in 
16 years. 


China’s Disney Stance: Mixed 


By Seth Faison 

.VfH- York Turns Srn-ice 


SHANGHAI — During a recent trip to Lets Angeles. 
Mayor Xu Kuangdi of Shanghai stopped at Disney- 
land, like many Chinese who go to the United Sunes. 

But Mr. Xu’s trip was not a typical junket. After 
touring the theme park with an eye for how a similar 
one ought fit in China, the mayor visited the palatial 
home of Michael Ovjtz. who was president of Wail 
Disney Co. at the time. 

Mr. Xu made clear that Shanghai was seriously 
interested in having its own Disneyland, even if some 
officials in Beijing were wary of Disney for its role in 
the making of a movie about the Dalai Lama, the 
spiritual leader of Tibet, whom Chinese officials see 
as an enemy of their control over the region. 

A Chinese official familiar with the meeting said 
Mr. Xu was ea^er to collect information to bolster his 
argument within China’s leadership in favor of co- 
operating with Disney. 

“It was a very' positive meeting,” said the official, 
who spoke on me condition that he not be identified. 

Only a month before, Disney got a rather different 
message from Liu Jianzhong, director of the Film 
Bureau in the Ministry of Radio, Film and Television. 
Mr. Liu warned that Chinese leaders' concern about 
the Dalai Lama film, called “Kundun.” could affect 
Disney's plans for China. 

The conflicting messages reflect how divided 
Chinese officials are about Disney’s potential role in 
their country, just as senior leaders often disagree 
about how much China should open its doora to 
American commercial products in general. 

The mixed signals that Disney has received il- 
lustrate how rivalries in China can flare up. par- 


ticularly those between Beijing, the capital, and 
Shanghai, the financial center. 

“Business is business, and politics should be sep- 
arate.” said Xia Zhongguang. an official at Shang- 
hai's Foreign Investment Commission. “We would 
very much like to have a Disneyland in Shanghai." 

A second Shanghai official suggested that the Film 
Bureau in Beijing was objecting to the film as a way 
to block plans for Disney to build a theme park in 
Shanghai. The Film Bureau, the official said, sup- 
ports an alternative site in Guangzhou. 

To play down the negative reaction that China’s 
wamings’received in the United States, the Foreign 
Ministry' spokesman. Shen Guofang, said last week 
that China “has never put pressure” on Disney. 

But the Film Bureau took a public stand last month 
against Disney's role in the movie, and news reports on 
the issue forced Disney to say it would honor its contract 
to release the film. Since then, the Film Bureau has 
stopped discussing the issue, leaving it unclear whether 
Disney will suffer for sticking with the project 

Disney's suddenly tarnished reputation concerns 
Chinese officials who promote cooperation with the 
media giant. When he mei Mr. Ovitz. Mr. Xu ex- 
plained that leaders in Beijing were sensitive about 
the Dalai Lama, and would see any positive depiction 
of him as “anti-China.” But the mayor also em- 
phasized Shanghai's interest in a long-term rela- 
tionship with Disney, including a large theme park. 

For his pan, Mr. Ovitz said that die Dalai Lama 
movie, directed by Martin Scorcese, was not a Disney 
creation, but rather a film that is being co-produced 
by a Disney subsidiary'. Touchstone Pictures. 

' “It was important tor us to learn that this is not 
really a Disney movie.” said the Chinese official 
familiar with die meeting. 


Investor’s Asia 


Hong Kong 
Hang Seng 

15000 
im 
13000 - 
12000 
lit 

10000 SOND 
1996 


Singapore 
Straits Times 
2375 


Tokyo 
Nikkei 225 




1996 


1996 


Exctenge 

Index 

Tuesday 

Close 

Prev. % 

Close Change 

Hong Kong 

Hang Seng 

f 2.3*5.37 

12.937.48 

-0^4 

angaporo 

Straits Times 

2.176JS2 

2.133^6 

-0^1 

Syrtoey 

AH Ordinaries 

2.315^0 

2,335.30 

-058 

Tokyo 

Nikkei 225 

20,413.46 

20,422.04 -0.04 j 

Kuala Lumpur Compos ite 

1,193.83 

1,197.30 

-0.29 

Bangkok 

SET 

867.23 

872.76 

-0.63 

Seoul 

Composite Index 

683.35 

673.92 

-157 

Taipei 

Stock Market Index 6,855.57 

6,891.42 

-052 

HanHa 

PSE 

3.093^1 

3.115.58 

-0.72 

Jakarta 

Composite Index 

623.80 

623.61 

+0.03 

Wellington 

NZSE-40 

2,353.71 

2,356.47 

-0.12 

Bombay 

Sensitive Index 

2.984.02 

2.958.65 

+0.86 

Source; Tetefcurs 


Inirrnjiiinul HnJil Tribune 

Very briefly: 


MUSIC: Industry Eagerly Awaits Russia’s Crackdown on Pirates Samsung Shakeup Looms 


Continued from Page 15 

said Irina Savelyeva, senior le gal adviser 
in the Moscow office of H*PL a music- 
industry trade group. Such moves portend 
a huge change from die way business is 
done today. Last su mm er, when Poly- 
Gram released an album by the French pop 
band Space in Moscow, h took- no rhanrre 
with the pirates, who typically flood the 
market with copies in 10 days. On the day 
of the release, in a well-publicized move. 


the company hired 1,000 private police- 
men and offered them 10 cents for every 
pirated copy they could seize. 

“It worked,” said Boris Zosimov, 
managing director of PolyGram Russia. 
“Instead of 10 days, we had an entire 
month.” 

Now, as anti-piracy laws threaten to 
reshape -the Russian market, even the 
legitimate players are finding reason to 
forgive and ally with their erstwhile 
usurpers. Several pirates, for example. 


have offered to act as distributors for 
PolyGram in the Russian hinterlands that 
the company has been unable to reach. 

For Russia's music lovers, the pre- 
dicted stampede to legitimacy will carry 
a cost. The days when they could stock up 
on $l-a-copy cassettes of the latest re- 
leases now look numbered. Some of the 
big legitimate players are already talking 
about doubling their cassette prices next 
year — although whether those new 
prices will stick looks far from certain. 


Bloomberg Business 

SEOUL — The Samsung group of companies said Tuesday 
it would replace some top executives on Wednesday. 

South Korea's biggest conglomerate did not give details, but 
analysts said that Kim Gwang Ho. chief executive of Samsung 
Electronics Co., may step down. The electronics company has 
suffered from a sharp drop in semiconductor prices, and its 
share price has fallen 57 percent this year. 

Mr. Kim turned his company into the world’s biggest 
memory-chip maker, but he may take the blame for over- 
estimating demand and for investing in the money- losing U.S. 
computer company AST Research Co., analysts said. 


• Sony Corp. is studying ways to cooperate with Japan Sky 
Broadcasting Co., the satellite TV venture between News 
Corp- the Australian media conglomerate controlled by 
Rupert Murdoch, and Softbank Inc. of Japan. JSkyB will 
begin broadcasting 12 channels in April. 

• Nissan Motor Co.'s president. Yoshikazu Hanawa, said the 
company’s global operations would be profitable for the year 
through March 1997. The company posted a loss of 88.4 
billion yen ($776. 1 million; in the year to March 1996. 

• Thailand plans to set up property-based mutual funds and is 
considering reducing taxes on proper!}' transactions in a bid to 
bolster the slumping real estate market. Finance Minister 
Amnuay Viravan said. The government is also considering 
relaxing property -ownership restrictions for foreigners. 

• VAYV Europack GmbH a German packaging company, has 
offered to buy the 58 percent of Bangkok-based Strongpack Co. 
that it does not own for about 1.05 billion baht ($41.0 million J. 

• Bre-X Minerals Ltd. and Barrick Gold Corp. of Canada 
have agreed on a 22.5-67.5 split of Indonesia’s Busang gold 
find; Jakarta will take 10 percent. Bioomivix. Reuters. AFP 
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In Florence 
For Business 


Florentine Treasures 
With ITT Sheraton 


While Americans cur- 
rently rank Florence the 
number one city in Europe 
as a vacation destination, a 
sizable number of its 4 mil- 
lion visitors per year come 
to the birthplace of the 
Renaissance in order to 
attend trade fairs and con- 
ferences of international 
importance. 

Business hubs are cen- 
trally located within a short 
walking distance of the 
train station. The Forte zza 
da Basso (viale Strozzi), a 
16th century fortress built 
by the then-ruling Medici 
family, is the trade fair cen- 
ter. The biggest draw. "Pitti 
Immagine Homo." encom- 
passing both classically tai- 
lored " and avant-garde 
men's clothing and acces- 
sories. is held every 
January ifall/winter collec- 
tions) and in early July 
(spring/summer collec- 
tions). 

Fashion's more technical 
aspect can be seen in the 
display of yams and man- 
made fibers used in 
knitwear at “Pitti Immagine 
Filati." Foreign buyers find 
the fabric with which to 
create tomorrow's styles at 
"Prato Expo," named after 
Prato, a city just 20 minutes 
from Florence and one of 
the largest textile-export 
centers in Europe. 
Traditional hand-crafted 
Italian products are fea- 
tured at the Gift trade fair 
(February and September) 
and the International 
Handicrafts Fair (late 
April). Contact Sogese 
(tel.: 49721). the organizer 
of most trade fairs, for on 
annual calendar. 

Also near the train station 
is the modem Palazzo dei 
Congressi (Congress 
Center) and the Palazzo 
degli Affari (Business 
Center), where Florence's 
business, medical, cultural 
and scientific meetings are 
held, often with the aid of 
simultaneous translations. 


<S> At a Glance 


Despite the crowds of 
tourists, Florence has 
remained a small town at 
heart. Each of its neighbor- 
hoods has its historical sites 
and specialty shops. The 
massive red-tiled dome of 
Santa Maria del Fiore. 
Florence's cathedral, com- 
pleted by Brunelleschi at 
the beginning of the 
Renaissance (1436), is the 
city’s religious center. The 
civic center of town is the 
medieval Palazzo Vecchio 
(town hall) and the Piazza 
della Signoria. the sur- 
rounding square, not far 
from Florence's banking 
institutes. 

At the end of the 1 6th 
century, the butchers were 
evicted from Florence’s 
oldest bridge. Ponte 
Vecchio. and premier jew- 
elers and goldsmiths now 
occupy the small shops on 
either side. Pome Vecchio „ 
also leads the way to s 
Florence's “left bank.” the a 
Oltramo. home to numer- 
ous artisans’ workshops. 
Street numbers in red indi- 
cate stores and businesses, 
and numbers in black des- 
ignate private homes. 

aQ Getting Around 

During the past decade, 
Florence's Amerigo 
Vespucci airport has greatly 
expanded service to 'Italian 
and other European cities. 
The airport is a 20-minute 
ride from downtown 
Florence. 

Florence has good bus 
service, and tickets may be 
purchased at any coffee bar 
displaying the distinctive 
“T" (tobacconist) sign. 
Taxis are expensive and 
cannot be flagged down on 
the street 

You must either rail one 
of the taxi consortiums or 
go to one of the numerous 
taxi stands. Passengers cus- 
tomarily tip the anver by 
rounding off the fare dis- 
played on the meter. A sur- 
charge is added from 10 
P.M. to 6 A.M. and on 
Sundays and holidays. 


f| Wining & Dining 

The Florentine day 
begins in a caffe (coffee 
bar) with a cappuccino and 
a fresh pastry. Cosi (Botgo 
degli Albizi l l/R; tel: 
248.03.67), a local favorite, 
is renowned for its cremina, 
a croissant filled with pas- 
try cream. On Sunday, head 
to Capoccacia (Lungamo 
Corsini 12-14/R: tel.: 
21.07.51) for a homey 
Sunday brunch. Eggs, 
bacon, muffins, bagels and 
fresh orange juice are 
served between 10 A.M. 
and 4 P.M. For lunch and 
dinner, choose from among 
the Florentine specialties, 
which include minesire 
(soups) and meat dishes, 
but not pasta. 

Restaurant bills include 
value-added tax. cover and 
service charges, but leave 
an additional tip (not 
exceeding 10 percent) if 
you enjoy your meal. 

Cibreo, via dei Macci. 
Tel: 234.11.00. Traditional 
dishes with an innovative 
twist; for example, an airy 
mini-souffle of ricotta 
cheese and potatoes cov- 
ered in a light tomato- and- 
veal sauce. The excellent 
wines are also available 
a cross the street at the 
Cibreo Caffe, along with 
liqueurs, drinks and coffee, 
to be enjoyed in a congenial 
atmosphere beneath a 13th 
century wooden ceiling 
with gold rosettes and dark- 
green trim. 

Buca Lapi, via dei 
Trebbio I. Tel.: 21.37.68. 
The restaurant's inch-thick 
bistecca alia fiorentina 
(Florentine T-bone steak), 
grilled rare over olive- 


specialties is the classic 
Tuscan ribollila (vegetable 
and bean soup thickened 
with bread). The filet of 
beef, sliced thin over a bed 
of amgula and dressed with 
olive oil and balsamic vine- 
gar. is also recommended. 

Antico Fattore, via 
Lambertesca 1-3/R. Tel.: 
28.89.75. Here is one 
Florentine restaurant that 
does offer homemade 
pasta. On the menu are gar- 
ganetli al suga antico, short 
pasta with tomato sauce 
enriched by ground duck, 
chicken and rabbit meat 
cooked in herbs and red 
wine. 

Fantasia via San 
Giuseppe I2a/R. Tel.: 
234.35.33. The perfect 
place for large or small ban- 
quets, with rooms of vari- 
ous sizes from which to 
choose. Wild porcini mush- 
rooms are paired here with 
prime rib. 

Palle d'Oro, via 
Sanf Antonino 43/R. Tel.: 
28.83.83. A good choice for 
lunch. especially on 
Fridays, when the specialty 
is cacciucco, a spicy fish 
stew garnished with mus- 
sels, tomatoes, herbs and a 
touch of hot pepper. 

II Pizzaiuolo, via 
de’ Macci J13/R. Tel: 
24. 1 1 .7 1 . No trip to Italy is 
complete without having a 
pizza, and here you'll find 
the genuine Neapolitan pie, 
made with fresh tomato, 
basil and creamy buffalo- 
milk mozzarella. 

Danny Rock, via 
Pandoifini 13/R. TeL: 
234.03.07. The kitchen is 
open until I A.M., a rarity 
in Florence, as are the 
savory buckwheat gaieties 
and dessert crepes with 






KEEPING WIH THE IMAGE OF 

Florence, one of the world's 
greatest repositories of art 
treasures, The Luxury 
Collection from ITT 
Sheraton presents two 
hotels in the heart of the 
beifa dtta , the Grand Hotel 
and the Hotel Excelsior. The 
Luxury Collection is a 
unique gathering of 50 of the 
world's elite hotels recently 
brought together by ITT 
Sheraton. 

The Grand Hotel lives up 
to Its name with an elegant 
decor that echoes the sub- 
lime architecture of the 
Tuscan city. An architectural 
masterpiece of the 1 9th cen- 
tury, the Grand Hotel has 
been lavishly restored by 
sidled craftsmen. The rich- 
ness of Florentine art comes . 
to life in a thousand superb ! 
details, including coffered ' 
cetiings, inlaid marble, fres- 
coes, silks and brocades in- 
spired by the Renaissance. 

All of its 107 rooms and 
17 suites overlook the Amo 
River, and it has a restau- 
rant serving Mediterranean 
cuisine, a bar with five enter- 
tainment, 24-hour room ser- 
vice and a 24-hour 
concierge. Baby-sitting ser- 


vices are available to allow 
parents to freely enjoy 
Florence’s rich cultural life. 
For those who must do busi- 



ness, there are six meeting 
and reception rooms that 
can accommodate up to 
250, and interpreter services 
are available. 

The recently restored 
Hotel Excelsior, with its mar- 
ble columns and crystal 
chandeliers, is toe epitome 
of CHd World style. Located 
in toe center of old Florence, 


it has 192 rooms and suites 
that have been painstaktog- 
fy restored with the luxury 
and romance of Italy in 
mind, as wefl as toe modem 
amenities of the future. In 
addition, an Kalian restau- 
rant, a piano bar and 24- 
hour room service compli- 
ment your Florentine experi- 
ence. A concierge is on 
hand to help guests plan 
their stay in the dty, and 
eight in-house meeting 
rooms can receive up to 400 
people. 

ITT Sheraton also offers 
the modem Sheraton 
Firenze Hotel. Located just 
outside the city in a bucotic 
setting in toe Tuscan coun- 
tryside, the Sheraton 
Firenze has a free shuttle 
service that speeds guests 
into toe center Of town. An 
outdoor pool, a tennis court 
and a nearby goif course 
provide relaxation, while its 
Congress Center, one of toe 
largest and most sophisti- 
cated in Italy, offers high- 
tech fetcSties tor gatherings 
of up to 1,500 people or 
banquets tor 1,000. There 
are also two Kalian restau- 
rants, a Summer Garden 
Restaurant and a piano bar. 


rrr Sheraton Hotels are proud re oflfa access to 
AT&T for reliable services at contpeobve pices. With 
AT&T you can call back to *e United States andover 
210 other countries quickly and easily. Just dial the 
AT&T Access Number for the coonfty you are calling 
from, and you will be connected to an EngUsti-speak- 
ing AT&T Operator or voice prompt within seconds. 
You can find a fist of AT&T Access Numbere daily on 
the back pay of the International Herald Tribune. 

What’s tnoie, you’ll have access to a variety of ser- 
vices like voice messaging, teleconferen cing and on- 
line language interpreters. For ease and convenience, 
you estfj have your calls billed to any AT&T Card or to 
most U.S. local telephone cards, or you can rail Collect- 
Fast, easy calling worldwide. That's Your. True 
Choice.** AT&T 


AT&T 


For those who take their 
sightseeing seriously, toe 
Grand Hotel and Hotel 
Exbeteior have created spe- 
cial guided tours for their 
guests, including “Wines 
and Castles of Chianti* 
“Florentine Last Suppers" 
and “Country Homes of the 
Medicis. - 

Grand - Hotel: Piazza 


Ogntesanti 1, .50123, 

Florence. TeL (39-55) 288 
781; tax: (39-55) 217 400. 

Hotel Excetefon Piazza 
Ognissanti 3, 50123 

Florence. TeL (39-55) 264 
201; fax: (39-55) 210 278. ■ 

Sheraton Firenze Hotel: 
Via G. Agneffi 33, 50126 
Florence. Tel.: (39-55)' 

64901; fax (39S5) 6807 47.- 


Sheraton, you can 


noil- be 1,000 miles closer to the 


*■ « 
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ultimate goal in business: 




wood coals, is a meal in 
itself. It is accompanied by 
white Tuscan beans that 
have been slowly simmered 
in a terra-cotta pot over the 
same fire. 

La Nandina. Borgo 
Apostoli 64/R. Tel: 
21.30.24. Habitufe ask for 
the roast turkey or the 
galantine filled with boned 
chicken and veal and fla- 
vored with truffles and pis- 
tachios. For dessert, try the 
bavare.se. custard and fresh 
cream whipped together 
over ice, layered over 
sponge cake and lopped 
with melted dark chocolate. 

Trattoria Antellesi. via 
Faenza 9/R. TeL: 21.69.90. 
A 14th century cream-col- 
ored stucco setting where 
the preferred dish is 
gnudoni. dumplings of 
spinach-ricotta mousse 
coated with melted butter 
and parmesan cheese. Great 
food, friendly service and a 
reasonable bill. 

Da Lino, via Santa 
Etisubetta 6/R. Tel.: 
28.45.79. Chef Lino is 
always on hand to oversee 
preparations in a quiet inti- 
mate Setting. One of the 


the filling of your choice. 

I Tarocchi, via de’ Renai 
12. Tel.: 23439.12. To stay 
on the light side at lunch, 
have a salad and cheese 
plate or a pizza made in the 
wood-burning oven. 

InaWord 

Landmarks and street 
signs are exclusively in 
Italian in spite of the hordes 
of visitors from all over the 
world. But many Floren- 
tines speak English in addi- 
tion to several other lan- 
guages, so communication 
is usually no problem. 

U Coiling Around 

Country code: 39. City 
code: 55. 

• Police/Emergency ser- 
vice: 112 or 113. 

• Ambulance: 212222 

• Taxis: 43.90 or 47.98 or 
42.42. 

• Flight info: 30615. 

• Tourist office: 23320 

• U.S. Consulate: 239.- 
82.76. 

Rosanna GrigUano 








“Business Travel with ITT Sheraton" 
was produced in its entirety by the Advertising Department 
of the International Herald Tribune. ^ 

Writer: Rosanna Cirigliano. managing editor of \isia. 
Florence Jc Tuscany 
Program Director: Bill Mabder. 
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World Roundup 


A 7- Wicket Victory 


Tomba Flashes Back 

Italian Finishes Second to Austrian 


CRICKET The West Indies 
crushed Pakistan by seven wickets 
in a limited-overs World Series 
cricket match Tuesday, the team's 
Hist international victory of its 
Australian tour. 

hi Adelaide, the West Indies 
rushed to a winning total of 177-3 
from just 36.1 overs in reply to 
Pakistan's total of 176 from 48.4 
overs. Junior Murray equaled his 
highest international one-day 
score, making 86 for the winners, 
while Jimmy Adams returned ca- 
reer-best figures of 5-37 for the 
West Indies. (AP) 


The Associate! Press 

MADONNA DI CAMPIGUO, Italy 
— Alberto Tomba, grimacing from 
wrist pains but showing unaltered class 
and power between die gates, made a 
sens ati onal comeback on the World Cup 
circuit Tuesday, finishing second to 
Thomas Sykora of Austria in a slalom 
event. 

The 29-vear-old Italian skier, side- 


giant slalom race at Alta Badia on 
Sunday "because I'm not yet fil for 


tough, longer races." 
Tomba’s return 




Weah’s Ban 4 
Puts Soccer’s i 




lined in rhis season’s initial Cup races 
following a bad training spill in October 
that inflicted wrist and knee bruises, 
trailed Sykora by 0.58 seconds in ag- 
gregate time on hjs first race this season 
and his first since the Cup finals last 
March in Lillebammer. 

Thousands of partisan fans played 
horns and trumpets and waved Italian 
flags as Tomba. a three-time Olympic 
and a two-time world champion, 
climbed from eighth place in the first 
run to the second overall by clocking the 
fastest time in the second run. 

Tomba had runs of 47.13 and 5135 
seconds compared with Sykora' s 46 A7 
and 51.43. 

“I’m oveijoyed with this," Tomba 
said. ** as I could hardly expect it I’m 
not yet in top form following the recent 
problems, and I could not push the ski 
pole properly as ray wrist was huxt- 


MauseO Buies Out Return 


formula one Less than a week 
after successfully testing a Jordan 
Grand Prix ear "in Barcelona, the 
former world motor racing cham- 
pion Nigel Mansell of Britain said 
Tuesday that he would not return to 
Formula One competition in 1997. 

Mansell, who won the 1992 
world title for Williams, said his 
schedule outside the sport would 
leave him insufficient time for the 
Jordan ream. j Reuters) 


Russians Beat Czechs, 3-1 


hockey Russia scored three 
goals in the final 12 minutes to 
defeat the Czech Republic, 3-1. on 
Tuesday and take sole possession 
of first place in the weeklong Izves- 
tia Cup ice-hockey tournament in 
Moscow. 

A young Canadian team, mean- 
while". was routed for the second 
straight day and fell to the bottom 
of the five-team standings with a 6- 
1 loss to Finland. 

The world champion Czechs 
were clinging to a 1-0 lead on a 
second-period goal by David Vy- 
bomy when an aggressive Russian 
attack produced back-to-back goals 
by Alexander Prokopyev and Al- 
exander Korolyuk midway through 
the final period. 

Korolvuk a tided an empty-net 
goal with one second left in the 
game at the CSKA Ice Palace. 

Earlier. Finland rebounded 
strongly from an opening-day loss 
to Russia, piling up a 5-0 lead after 
two periods ” before slogging 
through a third period marred by 
penalties and a fight. f.AP) 


Tomba was injured in a fall at die 
Tonale glacier on Oct. 22. was stopped 
for about one month and only trained for 
three weeks — mostly slalom — before 
returning in Campiglio. 

It was Tomba s fourth runner-up 
place in this resort one of his favorite 
courses where he also captured three 
victories. It was Sykora’s second slalom 
triumph this season, after Park City, for 
a career total of four. 

It gave the dominant Austrian men’s 
team its fifth victory out of eight World 
Cup races in die current competition. 
“I'm glad for Tomba’s return,’ ’ Sykora 
said “There is mote enthusiasm, more 
thrill, more fans when he’s competing. 


And my victory also counts more." 
The Italian, who ended the race wit 


The Italian, who ended the race with a 
swollen right eye as a gate sprang back 
imo his face during the first run, said he 
thought he worried his rivals by doing 
so well on his first race. 

"They did not expect me in second 
place, ‘ ’ T omba said * * I could have been 
satisfied with a top-five finish." He said 
he had been cautious in the first heat but 
took all risks in the second down the 
steep Canal one Miramonti course. 

Tomba said he planned to skip the 


Tomba’s return overshadowed 
Sykora’s victory and the good showings 
of Sebastien Araiez of France and 
Siegfried Voglreiter of Austria. 

Amiez, who beat Tomba for the 
World Cop slalom tide last season, fin- 
ished third 0.62 seconds behind the 
winner, as he slipped one place from a 
first-run tie with Sykora. Voglreiter, the 
first-run leader, missed his first career 
podium by 0.08 seconds. 

Jure Kosir of Slovenia bear his team- 
mate, Andre] Miklavc, for fifth place 
while Martin Hans son of Sweden edged 
Kiminobu Kimura of Japan for the sev- 
enth. The Japanese skier. 16th in the 
first run, improved by eight places with 
an impressive second run of 51.45 
seconds. 

Thomas Grand] of Canada, a giant 
slalom specialist, was die best north 
American finisher, in 18th place, nar- 
rowly ahead of Matthew Grosjean of the 
United States. 

Tuesday's victory vaulted Sykora to 
second place in the overall Cup stand- 
ings with 282 points, 15 points behind 

jftammate Hans Kannss , the winner of 

Monday's Super-G at Vai D’Isere. 
Sykora also held first place in the slalom 
standings, with 280 points after three 
races. 

The World Cup continues at nearby 
Val Gardena with back-to-back down- 
hills on Friday and Saturday. 

■ 6 Judges Arc Injured In Utah 

Six judges at the Nor Am freestyle ski 
competition were injured when a bum 
of wind toppled their 12-foot-high 
stand. The Associated Press reported 
from Deer Valley. Utah. 

“The race was just a few minutes 
from starting "on Monday, said Coleen 
Reardon, director of communications for 
the Deer Valley ski resort, when the wind 
hit the stand. 

Three of the judges were taken by 
ambulance to a clinic in Park City, and 
the other three were taken to the Uni- 
versity of Utah Health Sciences Center 
by heiicopter. A hospital spokesman said 
those three were in serious condition. 

Ms. Reardon said Monday’s events at 
NorAm. an amateur event that attracted 
about 150 competitors from around the 
world, were canceled. Freestyle skiing 
includes such events as moguls, which 
is racing over very bumpy terrain, and 
ballet. 




On the Line 




By Ian Thomsen 

InienutioBoi Herald Tribune 
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LONDON — The issue of racism in 
European sports may finally receive a - 
public bearing following the decision iq, 
ban George Weah, the world soccer- 
player of the vear. for reacting violently, 
to alleged racial abuse- ■ . ... . 

Weah was banned Monday from six 
European matches for breaking the dqsS" '. 
of the Portuguese defender Jar& Costa : 


on Nov. 20 in the players' tunnel after 
AC Milan’s draw at FC Potto. Weah,i ; 
Liberian, said be exploded in frustratiari 
after putting up with racist, tannings - 
from Costa during both of the ieani£. 
matches this fall in tire -Gaiiipioflj 
League. Costa, who undenvent facial' 
surgery and was sidelined for three 
weeks, has so far avoided pumshnrenthy . 
the UEFA, the European soccer.unwtt' . _ 
“I ant appalled, saddened and: dis- 
mayed," tire Liberian sports minister;. 
Francois Massaquoi, said Tuesday from - 
Monrovia. "Now that they are. ponii$- 
mg Weah. what are they goin^todowfth 
Costa, whose behavior agamsf Weah 
was racist? Are they not going to parish 
him too because he is a white bop**. - 
Massaquoi reportedly accused the 
UEFA of acting to prevent Weah from 
being named as the world's best player 
again tins year. . *: 

"We c ann ot take actum because 
there was no proof to warrant suspend- 
ing Costa," said Rene Eberie, the 
UEFA's head of conqretitions anddis- 
capline committee secretary. ■" 

"ft was quite dear Weah must have 
been provefoed. What he did could even 
be seen as understandable, bet there rat 
no proof Costa made : any such rcmarttj- 
For alleged racist remarks we bavenb 
neutral witnesses. There is no confirnf- - 
ation from tdevtaoo. no confirmatico 
from the UEFA observer aid no con- 
firmation from officials," Eberie addetj. 

As a condolence, UEFA emphasized 
that it had limited Weah’s pmushmcnj - 
because of his exemplary reputation 
confirmed by Ins record of just threfe' ■ 
yellow cards in the last five'years and 
the Fair Play Award gjvenhimby FIFA, 
tire world soccer federation. • 

Weah. who Has- - rintif - midni ght 
Thursday to “file an appeal, may . nor tv 
mollified. The first game of his ban re- 
sulted in tire loss two weeks ago (h& 
knocked AC Milan out of the European 
Champions’ Cup, tire world’s leading 
tournanrem for chibs. Nett season he wifi 
be suspended from tire opening five 
games of Europear competition, which 
might be enough to reduce interest from 
other chibs internationally and therefore 
scuttle his much-speculated $16 million 
move from Milan tins season. 

The. fight in Porto was just ooe of - 
several racial incidents to afflict soccer $ 
in the last year. Mostnotabiy, the UEFA^ 
president, Lennart Johansson- of 
Sweden, apologized last month for hav- 
ing made racist comments about Af- 
ricans. Johansson, who is seeking to 
became president of FIFA, has not been 
punished for his remarks. 
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Vi mam Piofry/H cetera 

Alberto Tomba makiiig his first ran Tuesday at Madonna di Campiglio. 


A (Goalie for the Ages 


Vantage Point/WLom Hughes 
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MARSEILLE — The former president of the Olym- 
pique Marseille soccer team, Bernard Tapie, and 19 
others were ordered Tuesday to appear in court over 
massive financial irregularities at the club after the ex- 
amining magistrate, Pierre Philipon, completed a four- 
year investigation into fraud and embezzlement 
Tapie has already been condemned for match-fixing, 
which led to Marseille being stripped of the league title in 
1993. tire year it became the first French team to win the 


European Champions’ Cup. Marseille was then demoted do 
the second division for financial irregularities but was 


die second division for financial irregularities but was 
promoted back to the elite division this year. 

The new club president is Robert Louis-Dreyfus, the 
head of Adidas sporting goods who helped put the British 
advertising agency Saatchi & Saatchi back on its feet 
Fraud investigators have been tracking down more 
than 100 million francs ($20 million) that they say was 
unaccounted for between 1987 and 1993. Tapie said in 
March that the bulk of the money had been accounted for. 
except for about 7 million to 8 million francs. 

The team’s general manager. Jean-Pieirc Bernes, one 
of tiie men charged with misuse of corporate funds, has 
told the French media that some of the money was used 
for fixing matches. 


International Herald Tribune 

L ONDON — Peter Shilton, soc- 
cer’s ultimate obsessive, is in 
training for another milestone. 
This coming Sunday, the goalie who has 
played all the world’s major stages and 
who just won’t quit at age 47, steps out 
for the 1,000 English league champi- 
onship match of his career. 

The dub he now represents, Leyton 
Orient, has Cinderella status. Its sta- 
dium in the East End of London seats 
12,573, a tenth the size of arenas he has 
graced in Europe and Larin America. 
The opposition, Brighton and Hove Al- 
bion FC, is the lowest-ranked pro team 
in England. Its very existence is under 
threat. 

Yet if you were the defender standing 
in front of Peter Leslie Shilton when he 
wants the ball, you would feel and hear 
the strength of his passion to command 
the goalmouth. 

Shilton is a like a middle-aged man 
speeding along in a boy racer’s dream 
car. He never was the biggest nor the 
best, when compared to the breathtak- 
ing tigerishness of the late Lev Yashin. 
Nor was he the most blessed natural 
goalkeeper in the world. 

But he has endured beyond them all 
and, until it becomes physically im- 
possible, he will go on risking his repu- 
tation. subjecting his body and soul to 
that most exposed position on a football 
field. 

As such, Shilton is both a celebration 
to the commitment of the pro athlete and 
a man flirting with the downside of what 
Katherine Hepburn once described as 
"selling one’s deteriorating self." 

Shilton has made, in all, 1,325 paid 
appearances in soccer, including 125 for 
lus country. He has at least as many 
explanations for his refusal to bow to 
age. They all read something like this: 

"As you get older, something tells 
you that you want to try logo on as long 
as possible. There’s no point packing it 
in if you think you can still do your job. 
I've always enjoyed competing. ’ ' 
Always, in his case, is no exagger- 
ation. He was nine when he decided to 
grow into the best goalie there had ever 
been. Shortly thereafter, his mother co- 


operated in his self-designed exercises 
to stretch his body — the boy gripping 
tiie banister, mum pulling down on his 

anHffs . 

Leicester City, his local ream which 
had Gordan Banks, described by Pete as 
the world’s best goalkeeper, courted 
Shilton at 10, gave him free milk and, 
later, steaks. The club introduced him to 
Sergeant Major Jock Scott, who 
matched tiie boy’s obsession with hour- 
upon-hour of gym work to tone trp tiie 
body, quicken the reflexes. 

S hilts would then take to the tram-, 
police. "It forces you totbink when 
you’re tired," he said. “It calls for spht- 
second responses, or you come down 
with a crash." 

His whole aim was to make his 6 foot 
(1.8 ureter). 196 pound (89 kilogram) 
frame as imposing as could be. “fwant 
to look invincible," he declared. 

At times, he (fid. He filled not just his 
space beneath the crossbar but tire area 
in front of him with a dark aura of 
invulnerability. He filled his 130,000 
hours on duty with thoughts and actions 
designed to narrow the angles of op- 
portunity, to bully opponents. 

There came the time, after the World 
Cup of 1990, when Peter Shilton began 
to accept the next challenge, team man- 
agement. Somewhere in mat transition, 
Shilton’s personal life lost its center of 
gravity. A racehorse owner — Wing- 
span was his last runner — he lapsed 
into a gambling addiction that cleaned 
out his fortune and built a debt mountain 
of a million dollars. 

Now, he is trapped, with goaflceeping 
die ewe to his meaning. However much 
be needs the money, he needs the ac- 
claim more. And when he runs onto the . 
Brisbane Road stadium turf on Sunday, 
with likely half tiie audience there to 
honor him playing among unequals, the 
home club will be playing his tune. : ;. 

“We’re going to change the entrance 
music to "When I'm -64," quipped 
Barry Hearn., tiie snooker and boxing 
entrepreneur who is Leyton Orient’s 
chairman. "Peter thinks he’ll still be 
playing then.” He probably will try... . 

Rob Hughes is on the staff of The 
Times of London. 


t Klinsmann Seeks Release 


Jueigen Klinsmann has asked his 
dub, Bayern Munich, to release him 
before his contract expires in June. 1998, 
the newspaper Bild reported Tuesday, 
according to The Associated Press. 

Bild said Klinsmann’s contract .with 
Bayern bad been changed, allowing the 
star striker to leave the club in June next 
year, without a transfer fee. 
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GENEVA PRETTY WOMAN 
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COTE D'AZUR 8 ZURICH ■ GSNF 
Hendorei Escort & Trad Serves 
Vtara ++43-1-S3541M al croft catdB 


BBK BASEL. ZURICH 
ESCORT SERVICE. 
+41IT7S805DS OR 77AB06G0 


LONDON - PARIS 


THE FBtEST a THE MOST SMCSE 
18 - 3b INTERNATIONAL 
ffiAUim & ELEGANT STUDOtTS 
SECRETARIES, A® HOSTESS I 

Mooas* 

AVALABLE FOR All OCCASIONS 


VllYi 1 f al I t’ll'i.- 7 ! 


“EXECUTIVE CLUB* 
L0HJ0N ESCORT SERVES - 
TE: 0171 722 5008 Craft Gnfe 


AnSTOCATS Escort Service 

3 Shouktan a London W1 
0171 258 0090 


EHMANUEU£S ESCORT SERVICE 
" FRENCH SPEAKMQ ” 

UMDON 0171 282 28B6 


The Associated Press- 
ARLINGTON, Texas — 
Once John Wetteland opted 
out of the final year of his New 
York Yankees contract, he ex- 
pected the. Wcrid Series cham- 
pions to came right back with 
another offer, .ft never 


BEVERLY HILLS 


CfiOB Nra'Yortc 212 287 3993 cade 


Of 0> JMi 35 83 or fc» (065>| ! 7, 


ittri in major Garmon afio col fcl free IHTGamwy 


Yes. I would Ha ta start receiving the International Hmdd Tnbon*. 

□ My cheek «s endened (payable to die IHT) cs | 

Charge mjr □ Arne* □ Diners □ VISA □ Access □ MasterCard □ Eurocord "V 
Cradl card dvngej wN be mode in French frond al current rote. *— I 

Card Nor Date: 


NEW YORK 

SERVICE WORLDWIDE 

Escort Agewy Dwft Or* *sfam 

TH: LONDON ++ 44(0) 



FRANKFURT A 
Herfs Escort Agency 
Ptoese CSB 099 - 597 B6 88 


FRAWRJRT-COLOSHMUSSaiXKF 
WESBAtBHUMZ-tfiDQSStQ 
Gatfs Escort Sam +©{0)1 71 -5311805 


NIHMATXWAL ESCORTS 

Worttfs Rra & Mod Esdueua Serreo 


0171 589 5237 


ttBnpaf na»M Qanfakm 

Hdqtrs. 212-7857896 NY, USA 

Serrfu wwWrrWe. Craft cants, ctads 
accepted VJwr ridaos & photos in ofica 


LONDON HEATHROW 

THE UUMATE ESCORT SEVKE 
TEL CtTt 348 0BS7 


■QENE VA-PARIS* 
BUTTHfflY Eacot Senfce 
TeL 022/ 731 9081 


KIRSTBi CHARBMATTC REDHEAD 
Private Escort Savin Tat 0171 268 
2G9B. Craft Cants Accepted 


KAK Too Modal Eacort/Trarel Service 
vetNATARS-LOFCON 
BTWBU. & ftranhod mam 
Etaaf SopMafarUfllte 
AIEverte caS +^3-1-71 B73S 


SflnaftMT.- _ 

For business orders, indicate your VAT No.. 


PHTWr>Wj«rFS7*732021 126) 

Mr/Mn/Ms Fanily Name - 

Fm» Name: Job Tide: 

Moiling Address: 

Gty/Code. — . - .... 

Country: — - — — 

feme Id No: Business Tel Nac 

E-Mod Addas* - ■ 

IgoUtosctvyoflteltffd’- Qfcwk Ohotel aoiiW Oodwr 


ATLANTIC 


LE CIRCLE 

THE ESCORT AGBCY 
LONDON 


K0UR0US ESCORT SStVEE 
Fine young irate & temete escorts. UK A 
COTtartS Boodgs W7J63B 203 


i gw txqjy or re u >• •-* — — : . — . 

□ I do not wfab to rec#w infonnarion from dhter mttMy screened eompaiies 
Mat or (ax to: btemG&nd HaaH T^une 


181 A». C deGaJs. S2521 ^ 1 41 4392 f ° 

Ofi CALL +53 7 41 43 *3 61 

l„ Asks *85229 22 It88.hr 1-800*82-2884 

MtadNeesonHLWi 
Ofier «Ad lor new rtibseriers ordy. HA3M 


LONDON PARIS OSA 

evehy major env wsunnre 
++ 44 P 7500 77 04 11/2203 
H (1)212 785 1913 
kfes6ftstar.com 


0171 581 BOSS 

Sfap^ fie £3037 It As nrftf 
Credt Cards Accepted 


SMBS ESCORT SENVCE 
• DI AM ANT* 
TeL OBB MM 30 13 


UteXMSumrGn. 

QBWMtf ETANBU. BARCELONA 
Escdst Savin 7* -tM m W SIDSB 


MEStA'S *MXAN a ESCORT SERVICE 
Warm. Sassy. Cdfend & Educated 
0171 266 39550378 612596 (Cads) 


VENUS IN FURS 

2<HR WORUMOE ESCORT SERVCE 


0&2ABCCHTSSMCE 
51 Beauctraap Pbc*. London SW1 
ffT71-5W 8513 


HABIK0-DcUiM,Ctor 
Pmshs Escort Saw 
UMXMOITt SOI 4398 


LONDON 0171 362 7000 

Al cards. Athens borings uefcom 


BAH0ffi$8DE9LVA 
Eari* USnaam Escort Savte 
AratettetofeBetf OecaflBrts 
CSmtAL UMXK 0171 225 3244 


•SAWT-WAIWtFRBOLY 
Prisata Bent Stott. Londoc W1. 
Tak 0171435 25S 


AMSTERDAM * 0BEAMS * KtWCTS 
md Dsrtr Date Sense lor tfaor Her. 
♦31 (» 2M* 02 11 1 16* 02 656 


AWE lUOES ESCORT SBtVCE 

art Dow Data Service London 

0171 386 0722 


SMBSOREAMS ESCORT SERVICE 
KiP.2sttt-MtoAutfto2fcfe 
HI Lads & Gerts Al SrizaritelL 
CM ftott +41 353 38 70 


vbw» best Bcwrr semcE, 

frrauSjr, elegant, ittrac&re. aentog 
Pope & Vtamt (m43 1} 5335044 


VASSAV MQOB. ESCORT 
AND TRAVa SBWKE 
Wt48J22 871 08 48. 


But after this year’s w inner 
of the World Series’ Most 
Valuable Player award spent 
four hours Thursday at The 
Ballpark in Ariingjoa. Texas, 
with the Rangers’ manage- 
ment, he knew he bad found a 

new home. 

"It was just pretty hard to 
pass tip," Wetteland said 
Monday after signing a four- 
year, $23 million contract that 
made him the highest-paid re- 
fief pitcher ever. "The con- 
ditions here are too perfect” 

Texas was desperately .in. 
tire market fra a closer of 
Wetteland ’s stature, espe- 
cially after Mel Rojas signed 
with the Chicago Cubs, and 
Eric Plunk — whom the 
Rangers* general manager, 
Doug Melvin, coveted — re- 
signed with Cleveland. 

Wetteland' s deal includes 
a $1 million signing hnn ny 
and $1 million m severance 
pay after lus career. He will 
make, $4 milfion-in the next- 
season. $5.25 million in 1998, 
$5.75 mfifion in 1999 and $6 
million in 2000. 

/“We feel this is the final 
piece of a puzzte to get us to 


the nexr level," Melvin said( - 
“Thrae is no doubt in my 
min d we have the. best closer 
in baseball today.” 

Wetteland proved he was 
amcmg tire Rime’s best by con- 
verting 43 of 47 save oppor- 
tunities during tire regular sea- 
son. then going 7-for-7 in the 
playaffe. His . four World 
: Sales saves earned him the 
MVP award. ." 

The Rangers learned tire 
importance of a do minant 
closer' when their ■ bullpen 
Wew 16 saves tins year. Texas 
relievers also squandered 
leads In all three of their first- 
round playoff losses. 

‘ To aware of those prob- 
lems they had last year, and, 
yes. I’m excited to see if I can 
make some kind of a differ- 
ence," said Wetteland. 

The doser won't be the 
only newfece in Texas's bull- 
pen Mxt year. The Rangers 
signed Xavier Hemandezlast 
week, and -on Monday they 
acquired Cray Bailey from 

tire St Louis Cardinal. 

In New .. Yak, Wetteland % 
will be tralaced by Mariano 
Rivera, who went £-3 with a 
2-09- feanredrituD average and 
130 strikeouts in 107% innings 
m his first foil season in tire 
majors. 

For signing Wetteland; the 
Rangersmna surrender to tire 
Yvkees their first-round 
pick m the 1997 ama^ nr 
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, ,av - Ak ” r * t * 8 l 1 Referee 

Held Liable 
m *muti ()n ^ or Paralyzed 
Hugby Player 

By Fred Barbash 

Washington Past Service 

*£} NI XW — The -British sports 
world was shaken Tuesday by an ap- 
P™ court decision here bolding a 
nigby referee liable for a paralyzing 
m JHV suffered by a young player. 
.-Jb® uj*eld a lower coon 

judge s finding that the referee in the 
amateur match could be made to pay 

damages for failure to competently con- 

> trol the game. 

_ Sponsors and officials in all sports in 
Britain— from cricket to soccer — had 
been awaiting Tuesday’s decision with 
trepidation, fearing that such an outcome 
could prompt a flood of similar lawsuits, 
raising the price of insurance and dis- 
. qouraging people from getting involved 
>:j in sports supeivision at all levels. 

- < They, and the lawyer for the referee in 

-:.i jP case, argued thai people who vol- 
.f- UntariJy played contact sports should 
■ accept the risks that go with them. 

‘ ■ The three-judge appeals court called 

that argument ‘'unsustainable’’ in a 
, .. situation where a referee “fails to ex- 
ercise'’ the care and skin reasonably 
expected in a competition. The referee’s 
. lawyers said they would attempt an ap- 
peal to the nation's highest court; the 
House of Lords. 

, Apart from its potential impact cm 
sports, the case is being cited by some 
legal observers as evidence that Britain 
. is becoming, like the United States, a 
• litigious society, after years of taking 
pride in not being one. 

“It’s a bit of a landmark decision,* ’ in 
Britain, said Ken Foster, a lecturer in 
sports law at the University of Warwick. 
In the past, he said, sports controversies 
have “tended to be sorted out inside die 
" game. Now, it’s partly inside die 
courtroom. In this country, it’s unusual 
to be covered for personal Ihtfulity and 
’ ‘'iwols will be easy targets." 

' The decision Tuesday stemmed from 
the most hazardous aspect of rugby — 
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Calm BraleylKcatm 


SACKED — Buffalo Bills’ quarterback Jim Kelly reeling from a tackle 
by the Miami Dolphins, who beat the Bills, 16-14* on Monday nighL 


the “scrum’ ' — in which 8 players from 
each team mass together, extending 
their bodies forward precariously and 
virtually locked together, to get control 
of the ball when it is dropped among 
them by a referee. 

The scram places great pressure on 
the bade, neck and shoulders and, if it 
collapses, severe injuries can occur. 
Rugby players are particularly vulner- 
able because, unlike American football 
players, they wear no protective gear. 
Referees are supposed to control scrums 
to prevent diem from becoming dan- 
gerous wrestling matches, 

Ben Smoldon, now 22, broke his neck 
in just such a collapse during a 1991 
game between two “under 19“ teams. 


A Gift for Bucks’ Coach 


The Associated Press 

Vin Baker had 28 points and 1 2 re- 
bounds as the Milwaukee Bucks gave 
their coach, Chris Ford, a victory in his 
debut in Boston’s FleetCenter. beating 
the Celtics, 107-91. 

Andrew Lang had 12 points and 13 
rebounds, and Glenn Robinson had 19 

NBA Boundii* 

points and 9 boards on Monday night for 
the visiting Bucks, who have 'won three 
straight and five of six. Dana Banos led 
Boston with just 16 points. 

FoTd played for the Celtics from 1 9 78 
to '82 and coached them from 1990 to 
'95, when he was fired by the current 
coach and director of player personnel. 
M. L. Carr. 

Pistons 98, Raptors 92 In Toronto. 
Grant Hill scored 27 points and Detroit 
closed the game with a 10-0 ran. Hill 
added 12 rebounds and scored four 
points during the decisive ran as the 
Pistons overcame a four-point deficit. 

Hill's lay-up tied it at 92-all, and Lind- 
sey Hunter made two free throws before 
Otis Thorpe tipped in a missed shot by 


Hill, giving the Pistons a 96-92 lead. 
Hill's*! 3 -foot (4-meter 1 jumper with 9.9 
seconds left capped the closing rally. 

Joe Dumars had 21 points, and Thorpe 
finished with 14 points and 1 1 rebounds 
for the Pistons. 

Doug Christie scored 20 points and 
Walt Williams 15 for Toronto. 

Bullets 97, King* 89 Chris Webber 
had 24 points and Juwan Howard added 
21 as visiting Washington handled un- 
dermanned Sacramento. Webber added 
14 rebounds for the Bullets, who won 
their fourth straight game. 

Milch Richmond Ted the Kings with 
28 points, and Olden Polynice contrib- 
uted 18 points and 10 rebounds. Michael 
Smith added 1 5 rebounds for the Kings. 

c tippers 122, Sun* 121 Brent Barry's 
3 -pointer with 1.1 seconds left in reg- 
ulation tied it. and Terry Dehere scored 
five points in the final 46.2 seconds of 
overtime. 

Malik Sealy scored 28 points and Loy 
Vaught had 16 points and tied a career- 
high with 21 rebounds as the host Clip- 
pers won their third straight game. Danny 
Manning scored 12 of his 24 points in the 
fourth quarter for the Suns. 


Rangers Down Whalers 


He sued the official, Michael Nolan, a 
Rugby Football Union referee, who 
denied that he had inadequately super- 


vised the contest “The scrum broke 
up,” Smoldon testified at the original 
trial, and “I was still in a crouching 
position.’ 1 He said he then fell down, his 
legs “totally numb.” 

Smoldon. now unable to use his legs, 
is confined to a wheelchair and is asking 
$1.6 million is damages — a figure 
which remains to be judged by the 
courts. Nolan is insured through the 
Rugby Football Union. 

the Rugby Football Union issued a 
statement saying that, while it was 
pleased for Smoldon, the decision 
would have “implications for the play- 
ing and refereeing of the game." The 
union said the case showed dial if a court 
decided the standard of care applied by 
officials controlling a game was inad- 
equate, the officials could be held liable 
for injuries to players. 


The Associated Press 

The New York Rangers scored three 
times in the first period, and Mike 
Richter made 39 saves in a 5-2 victory 
over the Hartford Whalers. 

Bill Berg scored on the game's first 
shot, Luc Kobitailie tallied on a power 

NHL Roundup 

play and Adam Graves scored a short- 
handed goal as the Rangers handed 
Richter a 3-0 lead after one period 
Monday night at Madison Square 
Garden. 

That was all the offensive support 
Richter needed as he extended his un- 
beaten streak to eight games (7-0-1 ) and 
extended the Rangers’ best stretch of the 
season to 8-1-1 in their last 10. 

The Rangers got a goal by Doug 
Lidster to take a 4-0 lead into the third 
period. 


Wayne Gretzky had the other goal for 
the Rangers, who have outscored op- 
ponents by 41-20 in their last 1 10 games 
and lead the NHL in scoring with 1 17 
goals. Jeff O’Neill and Geoff Sanderson 
scored for the Whalers. 

Lightning 4, Ganwfiens 2 In Montreal, 
Mikael Andersson’s short-handed, tie- 
breaking goal with two minutes left al- 
lowed Tampa Bay ro increase its un- 
beaten streak to five games. Chris G rat- 
ion scored twice, and John Cullen also 
scored for Tampa Bay. Stephane Quintal 
and Stephane Richer scored for 
Montreal. 

Devils 5, Flames o Brian Rolston 
scored two goals — 3:38 apart in the 
second period — and New Jersey's rook- 
ie goaltender, Mike Dunham, recorded 
his first NHL shutout Dunham made 28 
saves as the visiting Devils remained 
unbeaten (3-0-1) in their last four 
games. 


Italy’s Intent 
To Prosecute 
Casts Cloud 
Over Racing 


Reuters 

LONDON — Drivers and motor 
raring officials may be unwilling to 
take pan in races in Italy following 
the Italians' decision ro prosecute 
the team chief Frank Williams and 
five others over the death of Ayrton 
Senna, the sport's governing body 
said Tuesday. 

The International Automobile 
Federation said it now faced dif- 
ficulty “in persuading international 
officials ro carry out their functions 
at Italian events. “ It may also be 
difficult “persuading competitors 
from outside Italy to participate 
the federation added in a statement 
from its Paris headquarters. 

TTte veteran Formula One team 
boss Ken Tyrrell said earlier Tues- 
day that it might be impossible for 
his team to race in Italy next year in 
light of the prosecutions over 
Senna's death during the San 
Marino Grand Prix in 1994. 

“Motor raring is a dangerous 
sport," said Tyrrell. "The drivers 
themselves know that and. al- 
though the loss of Ayrton was aw- 
ful and it is awful to lose any driver, 
I don't think we will be able to get 
insurance cover to prevent a similar 
situation." 

A few days ago. another FI team 
boss. Benenon’s Flavio Briatore. 
said he would not race his cars in 
Italy if there were convictions. 

Lawyers said Monday that Wil- 
liams. his team's technical director. 
Patrick Head, and its chief design- 
er. Adrian Newy, would go on trial 
for manslaughter in February, 
along with the race director, Roland 
Bruynseraede. the Imola track di- 
rector, Federico Bendinelli. and a 
former track official. Giorgio 
Poggi. All six deny the charges. 
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MONDAY'S KtSOLTS 
Hartford 0 ■ 2-2 

FLY. Rangers 3 I 1-5 

First Period: New Yam. BergS (Ratter) 2. 
New York, Rob Home 11 (Gretzky, Noonan) 
topi- 3 New York, Graves It (Messier] (sh). 
Second Period: New York. Udster 1. Third 
Period: New York. Gretzky 14 (SundMrom, 
Beukeboam). 4, H-OMelH 10 (Leschyshyn, 
Ranheim) 7. H-Sandersai 19 (HaBer. Buril 
ippl- Shots aa 90* H- 12-1614-41. New 
York 17-7-10-3*. Goaf**: H-Mvnatlt 
Glguere, New York. Richter. 

Tampa Bay a 1 3-4 

Montreal 0 1 1—2 

First Period: None. Second period: T- 
CuBen 7. Z M -Quintal 5 (Poporic) Thud 
Period: T-Grofton 11 (Ulanov] 4,M-RJd*r 12 
(Savage, popavtc) 5, T-, Andereson 2 
(Zamuner) (sh). 6 T -Grafton 12 [Zamuner. 
Anderson) fen). Shots aa goal: T- 16-10- 
15—4! . M- 4-8-12—24. Goalies: T-Tobaracd. 
M-ThSbault. 

New Jersey 0 3 2—5 

Calgary 0 0 0-0 

Ftrsl Period: None. Second Period: N_f.- 
Rotetan to iDaneyko) W0. 2, N J.-Rotelan 11 
(Sullivan. MocLean) 1 NJ.^ HaHK t 
(Andreychuk) Third Period : Nj.-MacLean 
13 (Carpenter, ZtfepuUn) 5. NJ.-McHoy 4 
(Pederson) Shots on goat NJ.« 167-8—30. 
c- 7-167—28. Gooses; NJ.- Dunham. C- 
RotoEon. 


UMITID OVBIS WORLD SOU 

WEST MOIES VS. PAH8TAN 
TUESDAY. M ADELAIDE 


Pakistan.- 176 on out In 484 overs 
Wesi Indies 177 for three to 36.1 overs 
West Indies won by seven wickets 
Standtaea: Australia 4 points. Pakistan 2. 
West indies Z 


IHSKH PttUUBt LXAODS 

Derby Qb Everton I 

stBMSnonK Arsenal 35 points, Liverpool 
36 Wimbledon 3* Newcastle 30. Aston Villa 
3a Manchester United 27. Evetion 27. 
Chelsea 25. Tottenham 24. Sheffield Wettaes>- 
dav 26 Derby 22. Leicester 21. Leeds 21. 
Sunderland 2ft Wes) Horn l&MJddlesbrough 
15. Blackburn 13. 5outnampten 13. Notting- 
ham Forest la Coventry 10. 


Womxi Cup 

Official results of a man's World Cup 
Alpine slcflng slalom on Tuaaday in l i ado w 
no Dt Campigllo. Italy: 

1. Thomas Sykonj (Austria) one mhiure 
37.90 seconds Iflrsl leg 4647/second leg 
5143). 2 Alberto Taaba (ttafy) 17648 
M7.13/51J51. 3. Sehostlen Amka (France) 
1 78J2 (4647/524)5). 6 Siegfried Vogelrefler 
(Auslria) 138A0 (444O52J0). 5. Jure Kosir 
(Stavenia) 13878 (46.72/524)6). 6 Andre) 
MWavc (Sloven far) 17281 (465IVS23II. 7. 
Martin Honsson (Sweden) 1794)1 
14775/5170). 8- KbninotHi Kanina (Japan) 
1^94)5 (47JW51451. 9. Yves Dlmler 
(France) 1^9.10 (4740/524)8). lOJJtattco 
Nana (Italy) 179J0 (47.7IV5140;. 


MMom Attar 3 f | - 

1, Thomas Sykora. Austria. 280 points. 2, 
Thomas Stangassbiger, Austria. 140. 3, Tom 
Sdonsen. Norway. 132. 3 (he) Kid! Andre 
AamodL Norway. 1 32, S> Jure Kosir, Slovenia. 
Ill, 6 Sebesflon Amlez, Frants, 96. 7. 
MUwel Tritsdrer, Auslria 85, & Klmlnobu 
Khnura, Japan. 83. 9. Siegfried Voglretter, 
Austria 81, 10, Alberto Tom r» Italy. 100. 
OimMitninnlWH—kiitei 
1, Hons Knausa Austria 297 points. 2. 
Thomas Sykora. Austria 282, 3. kjettl Andre 
Aomodt. Norway. 256 6 Michoel Von Gnr- 
erdgea Swttzertana 231. & Steve Locher. 
Swttzertond. 215. 6 Christian Mayer, Auslria 
207, £ Josef Sfrabl Austria 1/9,4 Jure Kosir, 
Slovenia 177, 9. Guenther Moder, Austria 
1669, (tie) Fredrik Nyberg, Sweden, 168. 


MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL 
AMERICAN LEAGUE 

Baltimore— Agreed to terms with RHP 
Shown BosMe on ?- year contract. 

Boston— Agreed to terms wtlh OF Shane 
Mock on 1 -year conhaa. 

Cleveland— A cquired OF Trenktad Hub- 
bard trom San Frandsco Giants for PHP Joe 
Roa fo complete Nov. 13 Matt Wfflfams 
trade. 

Kansas arv— Agreed to terms wttti RHP 
Bob Scankm an 1 -year contract and 3B Scott 
Cooper on a minor- league contract. 

Seattle— A greed to terms with OF Lou 


Frazier on 1-year contract and OF Don 
Rohrmeier and RHP Bn Wetto an minor- 
league cemraefe. 

TEXAs-Agreed to terms with RHP John 
Weft eland an 4-yeorcamract 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

Houston— N amed Gary Allenson manager 
at Jackson, TL. 

st. UHlts-Tntded RH P Cary Bailey la the 
Texas Rangers tor PHP David Chavarria and 
a player to be naned. 

SAN Francisco— A greed la terms with LHP 
Jim Poole an 2-year centred. Acquired INF 
Mark Lewis ham the Detroit Tigers tor IB 
Jesus rbamr. Agreed to terms wttti Lewis an 
1 year con trod. 

USKTBM1 

NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION 
LOS AN SELES LAKERS— Waived F TrCVOf 
Wttsoa 

miami— A ctivated F Kurt Thomas from In- 
jured fist. Put F Ed Pinckney an injured S3. 

Toronto- Put F WVarcus Cam by an )n|ured 
list. 

FOOTBALL 

NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
ana u mat*— S igned Brace CosJet coach, 
to 4- year centred. 

HOCKEY 

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE 
BOSI OH— Coiled up C Clayton Bed does 
(ram Providence. AHL 
Colorado— R ecalled D Erie Messier ankc 
Josef Marita from Hershey. AHL. 

EDMOifTON— Assigned C Cofln Schmidt 
and C Jeff Daw to Wheeling, ECHI_ 
Hartford— A ssigned G Tripp Tracey to 
Richmond. ECHL 

■urtford— T raded D Paul Coffey arid 
1 997 3d-round draff choice to PMadHphla for 
□ Kevin Haller and 1st- and 7th-round draff 
choice in 1997. 


DENNIS THE MENACE PEANUTS 


H 


rfs FOR THANK551VIN6- 1 THANK56IV1N6 WAS 
I DRHaJ A TURKEY i J LAST MONTH, SIR.. 



IT'S A TURKEY 
0 C0M1H6 DOWN THE 
| CHIMNEY..PRETTY 
S GOOD, HUH.mAAM? 


CALVIN AND HOBBES 

«0W D0TUEY KNOW THE I TVtEV DR\\JE BG6ER WVD TMEHW WEIGH THE 
LOAD LlWlT ON BRIDGES, BIGGER TRUCKS CNERTHE LASV TOKK AND 
DA(3P ^ BRIDGE UNTIL IT BREAKS. RESUVLD THE B»DGE 


-~-v UM> 

sgX UNIT 

PL w 




GARFIELD 

I VM LEAVING- WUfl PRESENT J\ r« TRUSTING 900 


WIZARD of ID 


ON PER THE TREE 


NOT TO PEEK 


UNCROSS \ f V0U LITTLE 
, ‘i’OilR TOES ) X ONK6 J 


•*I HEED'D KNOW W«r Hours 

. AS SO 1 30NT GET m W 3AME1HIN6.'' 


fwu HAVE S 1 
iWMWORP SS 
OF HONOR J 5 



OH. I DEAR, IF YOU 

aWOLD’Mt DWT KNOW 
QJtSSED . THE /WSVER. 
v y just tell 
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Liberating Etiquette 


A Serbian Hamlet Struts in Macbeth’s Boots 



By Russel] Baker 


W ASHINGTON — Yes. 
to be sure. I know that 


rr to be sure. I know that 
etiquette is important only to 
fuddy-duddies these days. 
What glorious beasts we are 
now that we are freed of the 
tyranny of good manners. 
.And j fine thine, too. of 
course. We are liberated at 
last to express ourselves. 

You have seen the tennis 
player hurling buckets of paint 
at the walls’? On television? He 
is expressing himself. "Ex- 
press yourself." he urges, 
though "his sincerity seems sus- 
pect when it turns out that what 
he reallv wants us to do is buv 


Ever since the late political 
campaign, a startling number 
of glorious, hilly liberated 
American beasts have written 
for advice on post-election 
etiquette. The problem arises 
from what used to be called 
"political fatigue" but should 
now be designated "political 
disgust." 

Strange as it must seem to 
Clintons. Gores. Newts and 
Trent Lotts, the country is 
swarming with people who are 
absolutely and utterly, as well 
as totally, definitely, positive- 
ly. unconditionally, unequi- 
vocally. thoroughly and com- 
pletely fed up with anything 
that reminds them of the two- 
year political campaign just 
ended. 


which one guest was thrashed 
within an mch of his life by 
the seven others alter asking 
if anybody thought A1 Gore 
would be the next Democratic 
nominee for president. 

I doubt iL Such mass din- 
ner-table uprisings may be 
plausible when guests find 
themselves confronted by 
brussels sprouts, but 1 think it 
unlikely that an invitation to 
mindless gabble about an 
election four years away 
could do the trick. 

Still, it would have been 
within the bounds of modem 
etiquette. I believe, for guests 
to have expressed their dis- 
gust with something more 
forceful than a scowl. A bowl 
of soup poured over the of- 
fending guest's head would 
be permissible. 

an old friend, sinks 
into despondency every time 
he hears someone say 
"polls." Survivors of the 
1996 campaign heard the word 
"polls." by actual count, 
94,653.892 times. He wants to 
know if it would be ill 
mannered to horsewhip people 
who. five weeks after the elec- 
tion. still talk about polls. 


By Chris Hedges 

New York Times Srrm’tf 


B ELGRADE — There are many ways to 
ruin Shakespeare, but Belgrade’s newest 


The question of etiquette 
they want answered is: "How 
far can a gloriously liberated 
beast go in silencing people 
who insist on talking politics 
anyhow?" ' 

There are rumors — 
merely rumors, mind you — 
of a dinner party in Alexan- 
dria. Virginia, last week at 


Absolutely not, old friend. 
Our society' abounds in polit- 
ical jabberers who would 
profit immensely from being 
horsewhipped. Anyone who 
insists on spoiling our post- 
election convalescence by 
talking about the nightmare of 
presidential campaigns yet to 
come — well, a good horse- 
whipping is what any true 
gentleman should give turn. 

My technique for silencing 
these louts is gentle but ef- 
fective. The instant they start 
talking about the next election. 
I say. "Do you want to make 
your mother cry?" Why this 
works I don't know. Maybe 
they think it's a death threat. 

Nev York Times Service 


U rum Shakespeare, but Belgrade snewesr 
production of "Hamlet" — meant to convey 
the message that usurping authority, even 
illegitimate authority, only brings chaos and 
ruin — is certainly one of the most novel. 

In this stage interpretation, Hamlet is por- 
trayed as a bold and decisive man, constantly 
training for battle. This Hamlet is not con- 
sumed by questions about the meaning of 
creation or a desire to withdraw from ex- 
istence, but the steely drive to seize power, 
even if it plunges the kingdom into chaos. 

While other productions may see Claudi- 
us. who murdered Hamlet's father to take the 
throne, as die villain, here, Horario. usually 
portrayed as a thoughtful and humane schol- 
ar. is the incarnation of evil. 

Hamlet's treachery is illustrated at the con- 
clusion of the play when Prince Fortinbras of 
Norway enters Elsinore to view the carnage. 

Fortinbras. dressed to look like the chief 
European representative in Bosnia-Herze- 
govina, Carl Bildu walks onstage with aNazi 
marching song as his entrance music. He 
unfolds maps showing how. with the col- 
lapse of authority, he has now carved up 
Serbian territory among foreign powers. 

"Here is a Hamlet for our time,** said the 
director. Dejan KLrstovic. "We want to show 
audiences whai happens when individuals 
tamper with power and refuse to sublimate 
their own ambitions for the benefit of the 
community. 

* * Because of Hamlet, the bodies pile up on 
the altar of authority and the system col- 
lapses. Because of Hamlet, the foreign 
prince. Fortinbras. who for us represents the 
new world order, comes in from the outside 
and seizes control, as has happened to the 
Serbs throughout their history.’ ’ 

The production, to open later this month in 
one of the city's main theaters, illustrates 
why so many directors, playwrights and act- 
ors have been pushed aside in the slate-run 
theaters for mediocre talents willing to twist 
any play into a piece of state propaganda. 
And some of Belgrade's best plays now are 
staged in small, poorly financed theaters that 
can often seat only a few dozen people. 

Most of those now in charge of the coun- 
try's theater scene are closely allied with 
Mirjana Markovic, the wife of President 
Slobodan Milosevic, who sees herself as one 
of the country's leading intellectuals. 





Urn i la.' the , Va liLTaS, 

Miladin Sevarlic, left, the manager of the state-owned Theater T in Belgrade, speaking with the ca& of “Hamlet.”; J : 


Theater T, where this production will take 
place, is under her patronage, theater people 
say. But the dozen or so theaters in Belgrade 
are all run by government appointees. 

The theater managers all condemn the 
current street protests, which began nearly a 
month ago after Milosevic annulled local 
election victories by the opposition in 14 of 
Yugoslavia's largest 19 cities. 

But many of the actors support the anti- 
govemment protests. 

In the -WO-seat Theater T. the manager. 
Miladin Sevarlic, has forbidden the actors ro 
read to the audience before each perfor- 
mance a letter of support for the protests, 
signed by most of the leading theater artists 
in Yugoslavia. 

*‘We never experienced this level of de- 
terioration under the Communists," said 


Dobrila Cirkovic. one of Belgrade's leading 
actresses. “The theater community was 
much stronger, much more powerful. The 
local Communists in the city council would 
ban certain plays, and we would produce 
them anyway in the National Theater. Now 
we are overrun with shoddy historical plays 
about great Serbian heroes' who always tri- 
umph over adversity.*’ 

The government, angered by the wide- 
spread support within the theater world for 
the protests, has begun blacklisting actors, 
actresses and directors. 

Gojko Baletic. a popular actor, was badly 
beaten by police officers on Dec. 1 1, a day 
after be helped to organize the letter sup- 
porting the protests. 

* "The government is reduced to hying to buy 
people oft to get support." Baletic said. "1 was 


offered two months’ salary to make a one-hour, 
appearance for the ruling party. 

"Those who run our theaters have for ' 
saken their profession and only serve as; 
filters for the regime," Baletic said. "Plays 
that provoke people to examine themselves 
and our society are forbidden." 

Monday ai Theater T, the actors were 
rehearsing several scenes from "Hamlet," 
which is being performed in Serbo-Croatian. 

Somehow, through the vast perversion of 


the play, the playwright's meaning moment-: 
arilv broke free and filled die empty theater 


arily broke free and filled die empty theater 
as the actor portraying Claudius spoke: 

In the corrupted currents of this world. - . 
Offense's gilded hand may. shove hy 
justice. 

And oft ’ris seen the wicked prize, itself 
Buys out the law. 
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PEOPLE 


A T LEAST for a day. George 
Stephanopoulos is king of the pub- 
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ZV Stephanopoulos is king of the pub- 
lishing jungle. His proposed book about 
his years as President Bill Clinton's 
confidant, adviser, crying towel and 
whipping boy has been sold to Little, 
Brown for close to S3 million, sources 
said. Thai's more than the S2.5 million 
political strategist Dick Morris got from 
Random House for his forthcoming tale 
of life inside the White House. "1 feel 
like I won the lottery . In reverse." said 
Stephanopoulos. “Now I have to do the 
work." TTie outgoing White House aide 
said he kept no diaries or notes but has * ‘a 
very good memory." And he had better 
be a fast writer: Little. Brown hopes to 
bring out the book late next year. 


lowed on the platform before a concert of 
the Warsaw Symphony Orchestra. When 
whistles and catcalls came from some of 
the 3,000 people in the hall, Menuhin 
warned there would be no concert if the 
audience did not behave "properly." 


. 
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Dtaa Bracti/Hmm 


FAMILIAR FACES — Gene Simmons (left) and Paul Stanley of the 
hard-rock group Kiss on the Vienna (eg of their European tour. 


Conductor Yehudi Menuhin gave u 
platform to protesting entertainment per- 
sonnel before a concert in Nantes. France, 
telling the audience he would not perform 
if they were not allowed to speak. Some 
! 00 casual stagehands and actors in theat- 
er and film who have been holding 
protests all over France against a threat to 
their unemployment benefits, were al- 


The British explorer Sir Ranulph 
Fiennes says he has finally abandoned 
his bid to become the first man to walk 
solo across the Antarctic after being 
airlifted out in agony from kidney 
stones. Fiennes, flown to a hospital in 
Chile last week after walking 400 ki- 
lometers t250 miles) to benefit breast 
cancer research, had hoped to resume 
his walk if doctors gave him a clean bill 
of health. But insurers would not allow 
him to restart the expedition. "This was 
an enormously vital dream to me," the 
52-year-old explorer told ITN News. 
"To have something like this happen on.. 
an expedition which is looking like an 
overwhelming success is a kick in the 
teeth." 


British author Graham Greene raised 
more than £220,000 ($365,000) at a 
London auction .The most coveted prize 
was a proof of his autobiographical nov- 
el “The End of the Affair." Greene died 
in 1991. The collection of more than 200 
lots, including first editions, handwrit- 
ten letters and books from Greene's per- 
sonal library, was sold by a New York 
property dealer, Clint Smullyan. The 
proof copy of the poignant "The End of 
the Affair’ ' covered with annotations by 
the novelist Evelyn Waugh raised 
£1 8.000. double the estimate. A series of 
letters to the Indian author RJK. Naray- 
an was another popular item, which 
brought £20,000, and Greene's script for 
the classic film of his book “The Third 
Man," raised £4,700. 


of his book "Miss America'' and at 
several book signings- Rodman tbltfre-' 
porters he was getting married, and then' 
showed up for a Manhattan book sign-, 
ing in a white wedding, gown. Neither 
attended the awards luncheon. ' 


Patrick Stewart unveiled his star oh 
the Hollywood Walk of Fame, to cheers . 
and "live long and prosper" hand signs., 
from the crowd of 300 outside the 


Galaxy (heater complex. Stewart played 
Captain Jeaa-Luc Picard of the Enter- . 


Captain Jeaa-Luc Picard (tf the Enter- 
prise on the syndicated TV series ‘ ‘Star 
Trek: The Next Generation*' and re- 
prises the role in the new movie “Star 
Trek: First Contact" 


A huge archive of works by the late 


Dennis Rodman and Howard Stern 
have won Sour Apple Awards from the 
Hollywood Women’s Press Club. The 
awards go to entertainers deemed the 
least cooperative with the media or 
those thought to have brought dishonor 
to the industry. Stem, the syndicated 
radio host, appeared in drag on the cover 


Nearly 15 years after he donnedja 
dress in "Tootsie," Dustin Hoffman is 
suing Columbia Pictures, saying that He V* 
and his production company are owed 
$ 1 .5 million from deals Columbia made 
with TV stations, cable networks and 
foreign syndicates that aired the 1982 . . 
comedy. Hoffman. 59. seeks unspe- - 
rified damages in the lawsuit . 
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Every country has its own AT&T Access Number which 


makes calling from France and other countries 


really easy. Just dial the AT&T Access Number for the 


country you’re calling from and you'll get the fastest. 


clearest connections. And be sure to charge your 


calls on your AT&T Calling Card. It’ll help you avoid 




outrageous phone charges on vour hotel bill and 


’ .1 


I 


save you up to 60%* So please check the list 'below 


in the springtime. 


. • 


for AT&T Access Numbers. 


AT&T Access Numbers 


Steps to follow often 
calling internationally from overseas: 


a** 


ABStrla«o 
Belgium* 
France... . 


Swum 020-785*11 


1 ju>i dial the AT&T Access Number for the country you 
are calling Irom 

J bwl dwplwnt number you recalling 
3 i iial Ik calling rani number listed sbwj '-.uur name. 


836 BOO 6780 11 11 
rsoff* 


GrBMB* .... 

Inland 

Italy* 

Keasrisrats* 

Russia *A(Nosc(iff}i ., 
Spain* 


.. 022-983-011 
0-8 00-100-10 
0-880-394011 
... 0130-0010 
...08-800-1311 


Switzerland * . 
United Kingdom * 


.8808-89*0011 

0800-80-0011 


Egypt+ICafrofr 
Israel . 

Saadi Andris*.... 


MIDDLE m 


.. 172-1011 
86-022-9111 

755-5042 

9W-99-0B-11 


Eftana 

Kenya* . . 
Sou* Africa 


S10-B200 

177 - 180-2727 

1-flOO-lfl 

AFRICA 

0191 

0-000-10 

.0400-98-0723 



Can't ilnd die Accra Number for die country you're callfo* from? M any operator for 

-AT&T Direct ■ Senid?. nr *wt our Web die U: httpy/wwvMUxmi/trxnltr 
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